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Israel and Global Security 
Recruitment and Control

Psychology of RadicalizStinrial and Cultural Drivers ,, , Prevention and Deradicalization Context

The blockade exists because Hamas has repeatedly smuggled weapons, rockets, 

explosives, and military equipment into Gaza. Since Hamas seized control of Gaza in 

2007, Israel has faced thousands of rocket attacks, cross border raids, and acts of 

terrorism launched from the territory.

The Global Sumud Flotilla presents itself as a humanitarian mission aimed at 

breaking Israel's legal naval blockade of Gaza. Supporters describe the effort as a 

peaceful civilian campaign focused on aid and international solidarity. However, 

recent reports and developments at sea tell a different story. Evidence points to 

financial and organizational links between flotilla organizers and networks connected 

to Hamas and the Muslim Brotherhood (https://cognitura.org/blog/how-islamist- 

networks-shape-hostile-eu-actions-toward-israel).

The issue matters far beyond a single convoy of boats. The flotilla campaign has 

become part of a larger international effort to pressure Israel politically during an 

ongoing regional warthat began after the Hamas massacre of October 7 

(https://cognitura.org/blog/al-shifa-hospital-and-the-hostages-of-october-7-what-

the-evidence-shows). Many people watching events from abroad see images of 

activists and humanitarian slogans without understanding the organizations, funding 

channels, and political alliances operating behind the scenes.

1. Key Takeaways

2. The Israeli Report on Hidden Networks

3. Why Israel Treats the Flotilla as a Security Threat

4. New Developments at Sea

5. Hamas and the Information War

6. Conclusion

This tf^i^/^^^Syt^o^Mrael. Additional

information is available at the Department of Justice, Washington, DC.
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Unrestricted maritime access to Gaza would create opportunities for weapons 

smuggling. Past interceptions by Israeli forces uncovered rockets, explosives, military 

grade materials, and weapons components destined for terrorist groups.

Some vessels and logistical support systems were financed through indirect channels 

connected to Hamas aligned networks. Israeli officials say these activities were 

designed to create the appearance of an independent humanitarian campaign while 

masking political coordination behind the operation.

The report states that some organizations involved in fundraising and logistics have 

histories of cooperation with groups linked to the Muslim Brotherhood. These links 

are not accidental. The flotilla campaign fits into a wider political strategy that seeks 

to isolate Israel diplomatically while portraying Hamas as a legitimate resistance 

movement rather than a terrorist organization.

This concern is rooted in previous flotilla confrontations, including the 2010 Mavi 

Marmara incident, where violent clashes broke out after activists attacked Israeli 

commandos boarding the vessel.

For Israel, the flotilla issue is not simply about aid shipments. Israeli officials believe 

many flotilla organizers are attempting to trigger a confrontation that can be filmed 

and circulated globally to damage Israel's image. The political value of such incidents 

is significant because dramatic footage at sea often spreads quickly across social 

media and international news outlets.

• Large parts of the Global Sumud Flotilla network maintain ties to Hamas linked 
organizations111 and Muslim Brotherhood activists.

• The flotilla effort is political theater designed121 to provoke confrontation at sea 

and create global media pressure.
• Israeli naval forces intercepted["1 several flotilla vessels illegally attempting to 

approach Gaza.
[41

• Humanitarian aid already enters " Gaza through inspected land crossings and 

approved international channels.
• Hamas has a long record of using civilian infrastructure1"1 and international 

activism campaigns for propaganda and political gain.

Why Israel Treats the Flotilla as a
Security Threat

IS
Israel's naval blockade of Gaza began after Hamas violently seized control of the 

territory in 2007. Hamas is designated as a terrorist organization by the United

States, the European Union, Canada, and several other countries.

The Israeli Report on Hidden Networks
in

A recent report examined the people, organizations, and financial structures 

behind the Global Sumud Flotilla campaign. According to the report, investigators 

found links between flotilla organizers and activists associated with Hamas support 

networks operating in Europe and the Middle East.
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Hamas understands the power of public opinion in Western countries. Images of 

civilian suffering often shift international debate rapidly, particularly on social media 

platforms where short videos and emotional messaging dominate discussion.

The recent interceptions show that Israel remains determined to enforce its naval 

blockade around Gaza. National security cannot be separated from humanitarian 

discussions when Hamas continues to operate from civilian areas and pursue armed 

conflict against Israel.

For outside observers, the key issue is understanding that modern conflicts are 

fought not only on battlefields but also through public perception, activism 

campaigns, and international media pressure. The debate surrounding the Global 

Sumud Flotilla reflects that wider struggle.

The blockade remains legal under Israel's security framework and that unauthorized 
Hl

vessels approaching Gaza create direct operational risks. Approved aid channels 

already exist and that publicity driven flotillas do not provide meaningful 

humanitarian relief.

The Global Sumud Flotilla has become more than a maritime protest. It now sits at 

the center of a larger political and media battle connected to the war between Israel 

and Hamas. It is part of a coordinated political campaign linked to organizations 

connected and sympathetic to Hamas and the Muslim Brotherhood.

The military conflict between Israel and Hamas is not fought only with rockets and 

guns. It is also fought through media campaigns, international activism, and online 
propaganda13.

This strategy places Israel in a difficult position. If Israeli forces stop the boats, critics 

accuse Israel of brutality. If the boats pass unchecked, Israeli leaders fear Hamas 

could gain new smuggling routes or political victories.

Flotilla campaigns are designed partly for this information war. By placing activists 

and cameras in direct confrontation with Israeli forces, organizers can generate 

international headlines even if little aid actually reaches Gaza.

Israeli authorities have repeatedly stated that food, medicine, fuel, and humanitarian 

supplies can enter Gaza through monitored land crossings after inspection 

procedures. Israel says these inspections are necessary to prevent Hamas from 

acquiring weapons or dual use materials.

New Developments at Sea
Recently, Israeli naval forces intercepted13 several vessels linked to the Global Sumud 

Flotilla as they approached Gaza. The report said smaller boats attempted to 

continue toward the coast after larger vessels were stopped.
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