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Israel and Global Security 
Recruitment and Control

Psychology of RadicalizStinrial and Cultural Drivers ,, , Prevention and Deradicalization Context

This material is
Justice, Washington, DC.

The United States has long welcomed foreign investment, international business 

partnerships, and educational exchanges. These relationships can create jobs, 

strengthen economic growth, and deepen diplomatic ties. Yet when a foreign 

government invests hundreds of billions of dollars across strategic sectors of 

American society, questions naturally arise about influence, intent, and national 

interests. A new report from the Foundation for Defense of Democracies (FDD), 

Mapping Qatar's Footprint in the United States, argues that Qatar's vast financial 

presence deserves far greater public attention and scrutiny. The report presents 

evidence that Qatar (https://cognitura.org/blog/qatar-the-muslim-brotherhood- 

network-and-the-monev-flowing-into-us-universities) has directed at least $400 

billion into the United States through investments, donations, lobbying efforts, real 

estate acquisitions, educational funding, and business partnerships. According to the 

authors, the scale and breadth of these activities raise important questions about 

how foreign governments seek influence inside America.

1. Key Takeaways

2. A Small Country with an Outsized Presence

3. The Education Question

4. Qatar's Complicated Foreign Policy Record

5. Influence Is Not Always Illegal

6. A Call for Greater Transparency

7. Conclusion

8. FAQ: Addressing Common Concerns about Foreign Influence

8.1. What actions has Qatar taken to expand its influence in the U.S.?

8.2. Why is transparency important in foreign relations?

8.3. What are the potential risks of foreign influence on American democracy?

8.4. Footnotes

Qatar's Expanding Grip in
America: Why Transparency and 
Scrutiny Matter
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According to the report, Qatar has become one of the largest foreign funders of 

American colleges and universities. These financial relationships include donations, 

partnerships, academic programs, and research initiatives. The report argues that 

Americans should pay close attention to how foreign governments engage with 

educational institutions that shape future leaders, policymakers, journalists, and 

business executives.

Qatari money can be found across a wide range of sectors. Investments touch 

energy infrastructure, defense industries, commercial real estate, sports, technology 

companies, universities, lobbying firms, media organizations, and public relations 

campaigns. Critics argue that such a widespread presence creates opportunities for 

influence that extend beyond normal commercial activity.

One of the most striking findings highlighted in the report involves higher 
education121.

An FDD report111 estimates that Qatar has directed at least $400 billion into the 

United States since 2000.
Qatar's financial footprint extends across real estate, higher education1’1, 

energy, defense, media, lobbying, and technology sectors.
Critics argue that Qatar uses economic relationships1’1 to build political 

influence in Washington and beyond.

Qatar remains a U.S. ally and hosts major American military operations, yet its 
[4]

relationships ’ with Hamas, the Muslim Brotherhood 

(https://cognitura.org/blog/how-islamist-networks-shape-hostile-eu-actions-

toward-israel), and other Islamist movements continue to generate concern 

among policymakers and analysts.

The report does not claim that the investments are illegal, but argues that the 

cumulative effect deserves greater oversight and transparency.

The debate is not about rejecting foreign investment. It is about protecting 
American institutions from foreign influence1’1 that may conflict with U.S. 

interests.

Qatar is a nation of roughly 330,000 citizens, yet it has become one of the largest 

foreign investors and donors operating in the United States. According to the FDD 
report111, Qatari spending and investment have reached levels that far exceed what 

many Americans would expect from a country of its size. The report estimates a 

minimum footprint of $400 billion, with some public claims placing the figure even 

higher.

A Small Country with an Outsized 
Presence

The concern is not that foreign governments invest in America. Countries such as 

Japan, Canada, and many European allies invest heavily in the United States. The 
concern raised by the report is whether Qatar's investments1’1 serve broader political 

objectives tied to the priorities of its ruling regime.
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The report argues that concerns about influence cannot be separated from Qatar's 

foreign policy history.

One of the report's central arguments is that foreign influence often operates 

through legal channels.

At a time when Americans increasingly scrutinize foreign influence from China, 

Russia, and other authoritarian states, critics argue that Gulf state funding deserves 

similar examination.

The report argues that these realities make transparency even more important. When 

a foreign government seeks significant influence within American institutions, 

policymakers should understand how that government's regional activities align or 

conflict with U.S. strategic interests.

Lobbying firms, public relations campaigns, university partnerships, thinktank 

sponsorships, charitable donations, and business investments can all shape public 

perceptions and political conversations. None of these activities are necessarily 

unlawful. The question is whether Americans have enough visibility into the scope of 
these efforts and their long-term objectives["].

Qatar is an important American security partner and hosts the Al Udeid Air Base, one 

of the most significant U.S. military facilities in the Middle East. Successive 

administrations from both political parties have maintained close ties with Doha.

[4]
At the same time, Qatar has faced longstanding criticism over its relationships ’ with 

Hamas, its support for Muslim Brotherhood-linked movements, and its engagement 

with Islamist groups across the Middle East. These concerns have frequently placed 

Qatar at odds with other American allies in the region, including Israel and several 

Arab states.

The strongest message of the report is not that America should close itself off from 

foreign investment. Rather, it argues that transparency must accompany foreign

engagement, particularly when the source is an authoritarian government pursuing 

its own strategic interests.

The issue is not academic exchange itself. International cooperation in education can 

produce significant benefits. The concern arises when large-scale funding from 

foreign governments may influence research priorities, campus programming, public 

discourse, or institutional decision-making.

The authors argue that existing review mechanisms often focus narrowly on national 

security risks while paying less attention to influence operations conducted through 

economic relationships. As a result, significant foreign involvement in sensitive 

sectors can occur with limited public awareness.

Qatar's Complicated Foreign Policy 
Record
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Additionally, there are growing concerns regarding messaging linked to Qatar- 

affiliated officials and the framing of issues by Al Jazeera, prompting critical 

questions about how these narratives are constructed and promoted within 

American society MEMRI-referenced reporting on Qatar's U.S, messaging 

(https://cognitura.org/blog/new-report-raises-questions-about-qatars-anti-u-s

messaging).

Americans have every right to know who is funding institutions, influencing public 

debate, sponsoring educational programs, and building relationships with political 

leaders. Transparency allows citizens and policymakers to assess these relationships 

openly and determine whether they serve American interests.

In an era when foreign influence operations have become increasingly sophisticated, 

vigilance cannot be limited to adversaries such as China and Russia. Any government 

seeking substantial influence inside the United States should be subject to public 

scrutiny and accountability.

The debate sparked by this report reaches beyond Qatar itself. It touches on a 

broader principle: American institutions should remain transparent, independent, 

and accountable to the American people. Foreign investment can be beneficial, but 

influence purchased through financial power deserves careful examination. In a 

democratic society, openness and scrutiny are not signs of hostility. They are 

safeguards that protect public trust and national interests.

The FDD report paints a picture of a small but extraordinarily wealthy nation that has 

established a massive presence across key sectors of American society. Its findings 

raise legitimate questions about the intersection of money, influence, and foreign 

policy. The larger the financial footprint, the greater the responsibility to examine its 

implications.

Recent reporting highlights how Qatar employs foreign funding and public 

relations influence to shape U.S. public discourse. By investing significantly in 

universities (https://cognitura.org/blog/qatar-the-muslim-brotherhood-network- 

and-the-monev-flowing-into-us-universities), thinktanks, and media partnerships, 

they gain access and attempt to mute criticism, raising concerns about the integrity 

of narratives presented to the public Cognitura's review of Qatar's influence 

campaign (https://cognitura.org/blog/how-qatar-bought-influence-in-america-and-

whv-it-is-dangerous).

What actions has Qatar taken to expand its 
influence in the U.S.?

FAQ: Addressing Common Concerns 
about Foreign Influence
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Transparency is essential for fostering trust between governments and citizens. By 

clarifying goals, limits, and evidence, transparency reduces opportunities for 

propaganda, rumors, and manipulation that can lead to radicalization.

This openness also enhances accountability: when leaders clearly communicate the 

terms of aid, security cooperation, or ceasefire agreements, citizens can verify claims 

and hold officials accountable...supporting a truth-driven civic environment.

• Disinformation that spreads faster than it can be verified

• Fake personas amplifying divisive content

• Efforts to undermine education and civic confidence

The importance of educational initiatives and preventative measures cannot be 

overstated in combating these challenges.

Foreign influence (https://cognitura.org/blog/how-qatar-bought-influence-in- 

america-and-why-it-is-dangerous) poses a risk to shared truth and can erode trust 

in elections and institutions. Recent events illustrate how coordinated propaganda 

and covert funding can deepen divisions, target specific communities, and exert 

pressure on public officials.

1. https://www.fdd.org/wp-

content/uploads/2026/06/fdd memo mapping qatars footprint in the united stc 

(https://www.fdd.org/wp-

content/uploads/2026/06/fdd memo mapping qatars footprint in the united stc

2. https://www.jpost.com/middle-east/article-897723

(https://www.jpost.com/middle-east/article-897723)

What are the potential risks of foreign 
influence on American democracy?

Why is transparency important in foreign 
relations?

3. https://www.meforum.org/mef-reports/america-for-sale-qatars-40-billion- 

spending-spree-buvs-influence-and-control-of-elite-institutions

(https://www.meforum.org/mef-reports/america-for-sale-qatars-40-billion- 

spending-spree-buvs-influence-and-control-of-elite-institutions) M

4. https://www.ispionline.it/en/publication/qatar-a-small-power-with-big-

ambitions-passing-also-through-political-islam-203340

(https://www.ispionline.it/en/publication/qatar-a-small-power-with-big-

ambitions-passing-also-through-political-islam-203340) M

5. https://www.wsj.com/world/middle-east/qatar-us-influence-spending-7a64dd75

(https://www.wsj.com/world/middle-east/qatar-us-influence-spending-

7a64dd75) ■
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[4]
• The gathering demonstrated the continuing strength of Christian support for Israel globally

1. Key Takeaways

2. Showing Up When It Matters Most

3. A Message of Unity in Difficult Times

4. The Importance of International Suppor

5. Confronting Misinformation About Israe

6. Rising Antisemitism Raises Concern

7. Faith as a Bridge Between Nations

8. Conclusion

8.1. Footnotes

At a time when Israel faces wafdiplomatic pressure, and growing hostility in parts of the international community 

thousands of supporters continue to demonstrate that the Jewish state is not standing alone. The 2026 Jerusalem 
Prayer Breakfast broughtChristian leaders (https://culturavia.org/american-christian-leaders-in-israel-a-new-efforto- 
strengthen-relationships-and-confrontmodern-propaganda/) elected officials, activists, and public figures from 38 

countries to Israel despite flight disruptions, security concerns, and regional instabilityTheir presence carried a 

message that reached beyond politics. It reflected a commitment to Israsl'security, a belief in the importance of 
Jerusalem, and a desire to strengthen ties between Israel and supporters around the world.

Standing With Israel: The Global
Movement of Faith and Friendship

Philanthropy 
(/philanthropy-and-community)

News 
(https://culturavia.org/blog/)

About 
(/about)

Education 
(/education-and-exchang^

This material is Isfihl.CKIltSOcStal ih0)jQ4tib3 iPMiilableat the Department of
Justice, Washington, DC.

Faith & Heritage 
(/faith-heritage)

hl
• The 2026 Jerusalem Prayer Breakfast drew participants from 38 countries despite war and travel 

challenges.

• Christian leaders, lawrjr^ers, and activists gathered in Jerusalem to express solidarity with Israel.

• Speakers emphasized Israeli right to defend itself against terrorism and regional threats.
• The event highlighted concerns about risingantisemitism (https://culturavia.org/distinguishing-legitimate- 

criticism-of-israel-from-antisemitism/)and anti-lsrael sentiment around the world.
• Israeli politicians from different political parties found common ground in support for the nation and its 

people.
• Participants stressed the need to counter misinformation about Israel in international media and public 

discourse.

Arts & Culture 
(/arts-and-cultural-exchang^
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The Importance of International Support

Confronting Misinformation About Israel

For supporters of Israel, addressing misinformation has become a central part of public advocacy.

Rising Antisemitism Raises Concern
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Multiple speakers argued that false or incomplete narratives have contributed to growing hostility toward Israel and 
Jewish communities abroad. Participants discussed the role of traditional media, social media platforms, and artificial
intelligence in shaping public perceptions of the conflict.

The gathering served as a forum for discussing how democratic societies can confront hatred while protecting free 
expression and public debate.

Journalists, scholars, and activists at the gathering stressed the importance of verifying facts and challenging
inaccurate claims. They argued that many people receive information through sources that reinforce existing beliefs
rather than present a balanced understanding of events.

Speakers from Europe described increasing hostility toward Jewish communities and public displays of support for 
Israel. Some reported that people who openly displayed Israeli symbols or organized pro-lsrael events faced growing 
social pressure and opposition.

Several international participants pointed to rising antisemitism as one of the most troubling developments since 
October 7.

Participants described a growing sense among many Israelis that public opinion in parts of the world has shifted 
against the Jewish state since October 7. Several lawmakers argued that international support has become increasingly
meaningful as Israel faces criticism in global institutions, media outlets, and public demonstrations abroad.

Former U.S. Representative Michele Bachmann described the gathering as more than a political conference, presenting 
it as an opportunity for Christians from around the world to pray for Israel and demonstrate friendship during a difficult
period. Representatives from dozens of countries joined that effort, bringing support from churches, civic 

organizations, and political institutions back home.

These concerns echoed findings from Jewish organizations (https://culturavia.org/jewish-american-community-ties-a- 
living-bridge-between-the-united-states-and-israel/) across Europe and North America that have documented
increases in antisemitic incidents since the start of the war. For many attendees, support for Israel and opposition to 

antisemitism are deeply connected.

The
f&

About
(/about)

iporters carried emotional weight. During a period when many citizens feel
increar!-jr ie^orld stage, seeing delegations arrive from around the globe served as a reminder that

Israel cont:",,'<'' fc J strong friends and allies.

iongoin<
|aders,|

ame onl

;c iternati<

s lanned.

[1]
Jerusalem Prayer Breakfast was not simply what was said from the stage. It was the 
the journey to Israel despite extraordinary challenges.

[2] 
One of the most notable aspects of the event was the appearance of Israeli politicians from across the political

Faith & Heritage ctrum. In a country known for vigoAli^ol&cii<Ul)tUr^rticipants repeatedly emphasized that support forfeclblCation 
(/faith-heritag^Frity risesabove parT/^^-^d-cultural-exchange) (/education-and-exchange)

Lawmakers who often disagree on domestic policy shared the stage to pray for Jerusalem and express support for the 

Phila^W^6' sPea*<ers noted that while political arguments are a normal fj^j^c^igmocratic life, defending Israel and 
. protecting its citizens rerjiains a shared responsibility. . . .
(/philanthropy-and-commumty) (https://culturavia.org/blog/)

That spirit of unity reflected a broader reality that has emerged since the October 7 (https://culturavia.org/why-never- 

<s^aajrp:stiLLrmatlar6-israel-holocaust-remembrance-day-and-the-fight-for-survival/), 2023 Hamas attack. Israelis 
continue to deBate policy and leadership, but many believe the country's fundamental security needs transcend 

(https://cultura<v*iiaa.|Girgi/get-involved/)

■),

[3]
Throughout the gathering, speakers expressed gratitude for those who traveled to Israel during a period of 
uncertainty.

[4]
Another major theme of the event was concern over misinformation and media coverage related to Israel.
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T^e'r messa9e combined faith, friendship, and a commitmjiql^(^^h at a time when many Israelis feel
isolated. The gathering showed that support for Israel is not limited to governments or official alliances. It is also
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Standing With Israel: 
The Global Movement 
of Faith and Friendship

(/philanthropy?aRd«oommuntty)., communities, ano oraan,(httpsj//suit uraviacerg/biog/.)no future 
remain worthy of strong and visible support.

Our mission is to deepen the connection between the people of the United States and Israel by celebrating shared heritage, 

strengthening cultural and faith-based ties, and expanding opportunities for meaningful engagement. We empower students, 
communities, and leaders to experience Israel firsthand, explore the stories that shaped both nations, and build lasting 

relationships rooted in respect, learning, and a shared commitment to freedom.

More than 50,000

Americans marched in New

Tens of Thousands of 
Americans Took to the 
Streets for Israel. The
Message of Support Was 
Clear.

About 
(/about)

For many participants, faith serves not 01
national and cultural boundaries.

gathered in Jerusalem to 

support Israel, combat 

antisemitism, and

real cooperation between Israel and its international supporters. Attendees discussed
econor*:------ *----- ’ >s ^ciinology cooperation, educational exchanges, and efforts to strengthen ties between

R countries.
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1. https://www.jerusalemprayerbreakfast.org/ (https://www.jerusalemprayerbreakfast.org/)

2. https://www.jpost.com/christianworld/article-898528 (https://www.jpost.com/christianworld/article-898528)
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(https://blogs.timesofisrael.com/the-quiet-power-of-the-jerusalem-prayer-breakfast/)

5. https://www.jpost.com/christianworld/article-882498 (https://www.jpost.com/christianworld/article-882498)

[5]
remained at the center of the Jerusalem Prayer Breakfast.
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