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The critical question, however, is not who collects the rubbish, issues permits, or 

manages municipal services. It is who controls the guns.

In recent weeks, reports that Hamas (https://paxpoint.org/hamas-agreed-to-disarm 

but-now-wants-to-hold-their-weapons-to-plan-another-future-massacre/) may be 

prepared to dissolve its governing role in Gaza have been presented by some as a 

possible breakthrough. At first glance, the proposal appears to address one of the 

central obstacles to post-war reconstruction by suggesting that Hamas would step 

aside and allow an alternative administrative body to govern the Strip.

Hamas's proposal amounts to little more than a political manoeuvre designed to 

preserve its military power while relieving itself of the burdens of governing. If 

Hamas retains its weapons, its command structure and its armed fighters, then the 

organization remains the dominant force in Gaza regardless of which civilian body 

formally administers day-to-day affairs. Any reconstruction plan that ignores this 

reality risks rebuilding Gaza while leaving intact the very organization responsible for 

bringing it to ruin.
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3. Keeping the Guns Means Keeping the Power

4. Reconstruction Cannot Succeed Alongside Armed Militias
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Changing the Government,
Keeping the Guns: Why Hamas's
Latest Proposal Changes 
Nothing
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Government Is Not the Source of
Hamas's Power

Hamas understands precisely where its real leverage lies.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 07/08/2026 9:16:45 PM

Asked to surrender its military infrastructure, the organization instead offers to 

relinquish its civilian responsibilities. From Hamas's perspective, this is a favourable 

exchange. Governing Gaza has imposed enormous financial, political and 

administrative burdens, particularly after the devastation of the war.

One of the most common misconceptions about Hamas is that its authority derives 

primarily from governing Gaza.

The organization controls thousands of armed fighters, an extensive tunnel network, 

weapons stockpiles, intelligence structures and internal security forces. These assets 

allow Hamas to dominate Gaza regardless of which civilian institution formally 

administers schools, hospitals or municipal services.

In reality, Hamas's power has always rested first and foremost on its military 

capabilities.

This is why proposals121 focusing exclusively on replacing Hamas's government miss 

the central issue. Political administrations can be replaced. An armed organization 

that retains its weapons remains the ultimate authority.

Keeping the Guns Means Keeping the 
Power

* Peace"Tfforts Humanitarian & Society Blog Glossary

(https.//paxpoint.O|T^)mas has reportedly111 proposed dissolving its formal governing role in Gaza

while retaining its military capabilities.
[2]

The proposal is designed to preserve Hamas's weapons rather than surrender 

power.
Hamas continues1’1 recruiting fighters despite suffering significant military

losses.
[4]

Any civilian administration would struggle to govern while Hamas remains 

the only heavily armed organization in Gaza.

Reconstruction without disarmament (https://paxpoint.org/a-historic-

diplomatic-moment-israel-and-lebanon-hold-direct-talks-in-washington/) risks 

strengthening “ Hamas rather than creating long-term stability.
Lasting peace1’1 requires dismantling Hamas's military infrastructure, not merely 

replacing its civilian administration.

The future of Gaza depends “ on who controls force, not simply who occupies

government offices.
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Without disarmament, formal political changes rarely alter the balance of power.

Rebuilding homes, hospitals, schools and infrastructure is essential.

A Civilian Council Without Authority

The discussion has become particularly relevant as the United States and regional 

partners consider plans for Gaza's reconstruction.

The lesson of previous reconstruction efforts after earlier conflicts is difficult to 

ignore.

Repeated investment in civilian infrastructure failed to prevent Hamas from 

simultaneously expanding its tunnel network, rebuilding military capabilities and 

preparing for future attacks.

The question151 is whether reconstruction should begin before Hamas has been fully 

disarmed.

Proposals for a new governing body, including the reported National Committee for 

the Administration of Gaza, may appear promising on paper. Their practical 

effectiveness, however, depends entirely upon their authority.

Governments exercise authority because they possess a monopoly over the 

legitimate use of force.

If billions of dollars enter Gaza while Hamas continues operating as the territory's 

dominant military force, there is an obvious risk that reconstruction efforts become 

subject to coercion, infiltration or diversion. Even if international organizations 

supervise projects carefully, an armed organization controlling the surrounding 

environment inevitably retains significant influence.

A civilian administration cannot realistically govern if another organization retains 

the ability to deploy armed fighters, intimidate rivals, recruit personnel and enforce 

its own decisions independently of the state.

Armed movements throughout history have often sought arrangements in which 

civilian authorities manage public services while the armed organization continues 

exercising effective power behind the scenes.

Where that monopoly does not exist, political institutions often struggle to function 

effectively.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 07/08/2026 9:16:45 PM

Reconstruction Cannot Succeed 
Alongside Armed Militias

RecRetettdi ng iNS/EhjFcARAhfegisiafeWng re s p onOiB/Ot^/fi026co9sit6i4i&rPMothers 

would ailow Hamas topB^q^j^luenffi^fty^iga.  ̂cpstg^gov^g  ̂
(https://paxpoint.org) [3]

This is not unprecedented ’.



Glossary Get Involved

[8],

That experience fundamentally altered Israeli security thinking.

It is viewed as an invitation to future conflict.

Peace Requires Demilitarization
The debate surrounding Gaza's future increasingly centres on reconstruction.

IS
Equally important is demilitarization .

Conclusion

Hamas has always ruled because it possesses weapons.

Hamas's reported willingness to dissolve its government may appear significant. In 

reality, it addresses only the least important element of the organization's power. 

Governments govern because they administer public institutions.

For many Israeli policymakers, allowing Hamas to retain its military capabilities is no 

longer viewed as a manageable risk.

Replacing one civilian administration with another while leaving Hamas's military 

infrastructure intact risks preserving the conditions that made repeated wars possible 

in the first place.

Economic recovery, humanitarian assistance and new political institutions can only 

produce lasting stability if no armed organization remains capable of overturning 

them through force. This principle has guided post-conflict reconstruction efforts in 

numerous regions around the world. Gaza is unlikely to prove an exception.

Before October 7 (https://paxpoint.org/stories-of-resilience/'), some policymakers 

believed it might be possible to tolerate Hamas's continued military existence while 

containing its activities through deterrence and periodic ceasefires. That assumption 

no longer exists.

Unless those weapons are surrendered, unless its military infrastructure is dismantled 

and unless Gaza's future government exercises exclusive authority over the use of 

force, changing administrative structures will not fundamentally change reality on 

the ground.
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October 7 Changed the Equation

The attacks ’ demonstrated that Hamas used years of relative calm not to moderate 

its objectives but to prepare for one of the largest terrorist attacks in Israel's history. 

Extensive tunnel construction, weapons production and military planning all 

continued while Gaza simultaneously received international reconstruction 

assistance.
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1. https://www.foxnews.com/world/hamas-says-dissolve-gaza-government-israel-

warns-grou p-still-seeks-hezbollah-style-control

(https://www.foxnews.com/world/hamas-says-dissolve-gaza-government-israel-

warns-group-still-seeks-hezbollah-stvle-control) M
2. https://www.jpost.com/middle-east/article-901688

(https://www.jpost.com/middle-east/article-901688) M
3. https://www.mideastjournal.org/post/hamas-hezbollah-model-gaza-government

(https://www.mideastjournal.org/post/hamas-hezbollah-model-gaza-

government) 1
4. https://www.timesofisrael.com/hamas-dissolves-gaza-government-ahead-of- 

eventual-transfer-of-power-to-technocrats/

(https://www.timesofisrael.com/hamas-dissolves-gaza-government-ahead-of-

eventual-transfer-of-power-to-technocrats/) M
5. https://www.inss.org.il/publication/disarming-hamas/

(https://www.inss.org.il/publication/disarming-hamas/) M
6. https://boardofpeace.org/plans/gaza-peace-plan

(https://boardofpeace.org/plans/gaza-peace-plan) M
7. https://www.jpost.com/opinion/article-901467

(https://www.jpost.com/opinion/article-901467) M
8. https://embassies.gov.il/peru/en/node/6131

(https://embassies.gov.il/peru/en/node/6131) M
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Barely weeks later, those commitments are already under serious strain.
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Reports that Iranian forces attacked commercial vessels transiting the Strait of 

Hormuz (https://justorium.org/the-strait-of-hormuz-and-the-risks-of-allowing-iran- 

to-control-global-trade-routes/), including a Qatari liquefied natural gas tanker, 

represent more than another regional security incident. If confirmed, they constitute 

a direct challenge to one of the central understandings underpinning the 

memorandum itself. Agreements cannot build confidence if one party

simultaneously undermines the very principles it has just accepted.

The June 18 Memorandum of Understanding between the United States and Iran 

was presented as the beginning of a new phase in regional stability. While much of 

the attention focused on Iran's nuclear programme, the agreement also sought to 

reduce military tensions, restore confidence in regional security, and guarantee the 

free and safe movement of commercial shipping through the Strait of Hormuz—the 

world's most important energy chokepoint.

JUSTORIUM
(https://justorium.org)
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Any attempt to intimidate, attack or interfere with commercial shipping therefore 

strikes directly at one of the memorandum's central purposes.

For that reason, safe passage through Hormuz was not an optional element of the 

agreement. It was one of its foundations.

One of its most important strategic objectives was restoring stability to the Strait of 

Hormuz after months of conflict that had disrupted global shipping and energy 

markets. Freedom of navigation through the waterway is not simply a regional 

concern. Roughly one-fifth of the world's oil and liquefied natural gas normally 

passes through this narrow maritime corridor, making it one of the most strategically 

important waterways on earth.

The Strait of Hormuz Was Central to 
the Agreement
The June 18 memorandum13 was never solely about nuclear issues.

Key Takeaways
Ill• The June 18 Memorandum of Understanding was intended to guarantee

freedom of navigation through the Strait of Hormuz.
[21

• Iranian forces attacked commercial shipping, including a Qatari LNG tanker

and other vessels.
[3]

• The incidents threaten one of the world's most important maritime trade 

routes, through which a significant share of global energy supplies passes.

• The attacks raise serious questions about Iran's willingness to comply with the
.141

agreement .
• The events reinforce longstanding concerns13 that Tehran continues to 

separate diplomatic commitments from operational behaviour.
• Regional31 confidence in the agreement will depend upon enforcement, not 

simply continued dialogue.

• Lasting stability requires Iran to demonstrate through actions—not rhetoric— 

that it intends to honour its commitments.

EytNfiS>/iBARv^Re^^BtdjotfidlAyiiee^Ai8/2O26 9:16:46 PM
; Matter More Than Diplomatic Language

lar Pattern Wednesday, july 8, 2026

5. Confidence Is Built Through Behaviour
G. The Cose t/leilds Beyond the Region

(https://justorium.org)
----------------7. Diplomacy Requires Consequences-----------------------------
HOME INTEfgJ/^g^^^jl^COUNTABILITY JUSTICE AND WESTERN VALUES DOCUMENTATION & EVIDENCE US AND ISRAEL LEGAL PARTNERSHIP

„   NEWS & ANALYSIS
8.1. Footnotes



WEDNESDAY, JULY 8, 2026

If these reports are accurate, they illustrate a familiar pattern.

A Familiar Pattern

The Strait of Hormuz now risks becoming another example.

That is precisely the outcome the memorandum was intended to prevent.
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Over the past two decades, successive negotiations over Iran's nuclear programme 

have repeatedly produced disputes regarding inspections, implementation, 

interpretation and compliance. While formal agreements have often reduced 

immediate tensions, they have not always been accompanied by broader changes in 

Iranian regional behaviour.

This is not the first time concerns have been raised about the gap between Iran's 

diplomatic commitments and its operational conduct.

[9]
Rather than building confidence following the memorandum, the reported attacks 

have increased insurance costs, disrupted commercial shipping and reintroduced 

uncertainty into global energy markets. Oil prices immediately reflected renewed 

fears that the world's most important maritime energy corridor could once again 

become a conflict zone.

Tehran continues to negotiate at the diplomatic table while simultaneously creating 

instability on the ground.

121
According to multiple reports , commercial vessels—including a Qatari LNG tanker 

and a Saudi-linked oil tanker—were struck near the Strait of Hormuz, with U.S. 

officials attributing the attacks to Iranian forces. Qatar (https://justorium.org/qatars- 

hidden-hand-how-state-support-helped-build-hamass-war-machine/) has publicly 

held Iran responsible, describing the attack as a serious violation of international law 

(htt ps://j ustorium.org/international-law/un-resolutions-on-terrorism-and-self-

defense/)
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It weakens confidence that future commitments will be honoured.

The Cost Extends Beyond the Region
The implications are global.

[10],
on commercial vessels cannot be viewed simply as bilateral

Events this week suggest that reassurance may have been premature.

Diplomacy Requires Consequences

It requires clear expectations, rigorous verification and meaningful consequences

07/08/2026 9:16:46 PM
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None of this means the memorandum should be abandoned. Diplomatic 

engagement remains preferable to military escalation. However, successful 

diplomacy requires more than continuing dialogue.

Disruptions in the Strait of Hormuz affect not only Middle Eastern security but also 

international energy prices, inflation, shipping costs and economic stability. 

Countries far removed from the Gulf nevertheless depend upon uninterrupted 

maritime commerce through this narrow waterway.

They represent challenges to one of the world's most important international trade 

routes and to the principle of freedom of navigation itself.

Every incident that appears inconsistent with the agreement therefore carries 
[4]

consequences ' beyond the immediate military or economic impact.

It is whether Iran genuinely intends to become a predictable regional actor or 

continues to view instability as a legitimate instrument of statecraft.

For regional partners—including Gulf states whose economies depend upon secure 

maritime trade—the issue is not merely whether individual attacks occurred.

That is why attacks 

disputes.

The June 18 memorandum sought to reassure global markets that this era of 

instability was ending.
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In international relations, trust is never created by signatures alone.
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But diplomacy cannot succeed if one party signs agreements while simultaneously 

engaging in conduct that undermines their central objectives.

It is earned through conduct—and at the moment, Iran's conduct risks undermining 

the very agreement it claims to support.

The reported attacks on commercial shipping in the Strait of Hormuz raise serious 

questions about whether Iran is prepared to match its diplomatic commitments with 

responsible behaviour. If Tehran wishes the international community to believe that it 

has entered a new chapter, the burden rests on the regime to demonstrate that 

change through consistent actions rather than carefully worded statements.
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Yet events surrounding the funeral of senior Iranian leaders have painted a very 

different picture. Alongside chants of "Death to America" and the attendance of 

leaders from Hamas, Hezbollah (https://factsignal.org/blog/hezbollahs-abuse-of- 

ambulances-shows-whv-it-is-not-interested-in-ceasefire), Palestinian Islamic Jihad 

(htt ps://factsig nal.org/blog /ca ptured-islamic-i ihad-commander-reveals-terror- 

training-in-iran), the Houthis, and other Iranian-backed organizations, supporters of 

the regime were filmed openly calling for the assassination of President Donald 

Trump. These were not isolated online extremists operating in obscurity. The

Diplomatic agreements are often judged by the language contained in official 

documents. They are better judged by the actions and rhetoric that follow them. In 

the weeks after the June 18 Memorandum of Understanding between the United 

States and Iran, many hoped that the agreement would mark the beginning of a 

broader reduction in tensions between Tehran and Washington.

Slogan: Iran's Assassination
Threats Show the Regime's True 
Intentions

FACT 
SIGNAL

ToSe7xteLLCondSai?o?the ^NSD/FA^^iJg^gAg^taJJnik 2^6:47 PM

Israel. Additional information is available
atthe Department of Justice, Washington,
DC.
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The funeral ceremony offered little evidence of such moderation.
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The contrast could hardly be sharper. While Iranian diplomats speak the language of 

negotiation, influential figures associated with the regime continue to glorify 

violence against American leaders and celebrate organizations responsible for 

attacks against both the United States and its allies.

One of the arguments frequently advanced in support of engagement with Iran is 

that diplomacy can gradually moderate the regime's behaviour.

1. Key Takeaways

2. Revolutionary Ideology Remains Central

3. The Guest List Told Its Own Story

4. Diplomacy and Incitement Cannot Coexist Indefinitely

5. The Threat Extends Beyond Israel

6. Actions Matter More Than Promises

7. Conclusion

7.1. Footnotes

Revolutionary Ideology Remains 
Central
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state ceremonies, highlighting the continuing influence of revolutionary ideology 

within the regime and raising serious questions about Tehran's long-term intentions.

Key Takeaways
• Supporters attending Iran's state funeral publicly called for the assassination111 

of President Donald Trump.

• The event also featured repeated chants of "Death to America."

• Senior leaders from Hezbollah, Hamas, Palestinian Islamic Jihad, and other 

Iranian-backed organizations attended “ the ceremony.

• The rhetoric “ stands in sharp contrast to Iran's recent diplomatic engagement 

with the United States.

• The funeral reinforced that Iran's regional proxy network “ remains central to 

its strategic doctrine.

• The incident raises questions about whether Tehran's revolutionary ideology 

has fundamentally changed.

• Diplomatic agreements should be judged by actions and conduct as well as 

formal commitments.



The Guest List Told Its Own Story

Equally revealing was who attended.

This was not simply a religious ceremony.

That opportunity remains important.
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That matters because political culture often reveals as much about a regime's 

priorities as official diplomatic communiques.

It was a gathering of the very organizations that have targeted American forces, 

attacked Israeli civilians, destabilized Arab governments, and undermined regional 

security.

The June 18 Memorandum of Understanding created an opportunity to reduce the 

risk of further military escalation.

However, successful diplomacy depends upon more than technical agreements 

concerning nuclear facilities or sanctions. It also depends upon creating an 

atmosphere in which dialogue replaces incitement and political engagement 

replaces threats of violence.

At a time when Iran seeks to convince the international community that it is 

committed to reducing tensions, the symbolism of publicly embracing these 

organizations should not be overlooked.

Whether these statements represent official government policy or not, they reveal an 

environment in which violent rhetoric directed against American leaders remains 

publicly acceptable and, in some cases, openly celebrated.

The funeral brought together many of the Middle East's most prominent leaders and 
representatives[~] of Iranian-backed terrorist organizations, including Hezbollah, 

Hamas, Palestinian Islamic Jihad, and the Houthis. Together, they represented the 

network through which Tehran has projected military and political influence across 

the region for decades.

Diplomacy and Incitement Cannot 
Coexist Indefinitely

RFb^Av&Mwa^!byitrtwteaittoiha\?Q7(jQbd^l2t6ie ^IhbiiFTOiMiblic since 

1979: hostility toward the United States, celebration of the so-called "Axis of 

Resistance," and glorification of confrontation with the West. Chants of "Death to 

America" echoed throughout the gathering, while individuals interviewed during the 

ceremony openly called for President Trump's assassination.



The Threat Extends Beyond Israel

The funeral also reinforced an important strategic reality.

Iran's confrontation has never been directed solely against Israel.

Actions Matter More Than Promises
None of this means diplomacy should be abandoned.

But diplomacy must also be grounded in realism.

State ceremonies are carefully choreographed events.

The messages communicated there are rarely accidental.

The continued prominence of this rhetoric inevitably undermines confidence in 

Tehran's broader diplomatic messaging.

The international community should evaluate Iran not only through the agreements 

it signs but through the alliances it maintains, the rhetoric it tolerates, and the 

behaviour it encourages.

Diplomatic engagement remains an essential tool for preventing conflict and limiting 

nuclear proliferation.

161
The rhetoric heard during the funeral demonstrates that this ideological framework 

remains firmly intact.

Even if such remarks are dismissed as emotional rhetoric from supporters rather than 

official policy, governments committed to improving relations generally seek to 

discourage such behaviour rather than allowing it to dominate nationally significant 

public events.

For decades, Tehran has described America as the "Great Satan" and Israel as the 

"Little Satan," presenting both countries as central adversaries in its revolutionary 

worldview. American embassies, military personnel, regional allies, and political 

leaders have repeatedly been targeted directly or indirectly through Iran's extensive 

proxy network.

Those who continue to portray Iran's conflict as solely an Israeli issue increasingly 

find themselves contradicted by the regime's own supporters.

the opposite direction.

When chants of "Death to America" accompany public calls for assassinating an 

American president while leaders of internationally designated terrorist organizations 

siWifa pgapy peflous
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Conclusion

But agreements alone cannot erase decades of ideology.

Footnotes
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The June 18 Memorandum of Understanding remains an important opportunity to 

reduce tensions.

The funeral ceremony following Operation Epic Fury 

(htt ps://factsignal.org/blog/operation-epic-fury-is-a-strategic-disaster-for-china) 

provided an unusually candid glimpse into the Islamic Republic's political culture.

While diplomats continue to speak of negotiation and regional stability, the event 

celebrated many of the same themes that have defined Iran's revolutionary ideology 

for nearly half a century: hostility toward America, solidarity with armed proxy 

organizations, and the glorification of confrontation rather than reconciliation.

If Iran genuinely seeks a different relationship with the United States, that change will 

ultimately be measured not only by nuclear inspections or diplomatic meetings, but 

by whether the regime is prepared to reject the rhetoric of assassination, abandon its 

support for terrorist proxies, and replace chants of "Death to America" with the 

language of genuine coexistence.

4. https://www.iranintl.com/en/2026Q7065221

(https://www.iranintl.com/en/2Q26Q7Q65221) M

5. https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog entry/iran-backed-hezbollah-and-hamas 

attend-khamenei-funeral-ceremonies/

(https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog entry/iran-backed-hezbollah-and-

hamas-attend-khamenei-funeral-ceremonies/) JB
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3. https://www.france24.com/en/middle-east/2Q26Q7Q4-hezbollah-hamas-and- 
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For decades, international human rights (https://justorium.org/the-theater-of-the- 

absurd-iran-was-just-elected-to-a-un-human-rights-committee/) organizations have 

occupied a position of enormous influence. Their reports shape media coverage, 

inform United Nations investigations, influence government policy, and are 

frequently cited in international courts, universities, and diplomatic forums. Their 

authority has always rested on one fundamental assumption: that they are guided by 

evidence, apply universal standards, and remain independent of political or 

ideological bias.

A new report by the Geneva-based initiative EiGHT challenges that assumption. 

Based on testimony from more than 70 current and former employees from leading 

international NGOs—including Amnesty International

(htt ps://j ustorium.org /amnestv-internationals-double-standard-and-its-belated- 

admission-of-hamas-crimes/), Human Rights Watch, Greenpeace, Oxfam and others 

—the report alleges a culture in which antisemitism (https://justorium.org/when- 

political-cartoons-cross-the-line-sinister-antisemitic-imagery-in-modern-media/), 

ideological conformity, and hostility toward dissent have become increasingly 

entrenched within parts of the human rights sector. If substantiated, these 

allegations have implications far beyond the treatment of Jewish employees. They 

raise important questions about the credibility of organizations whose findings 

increasingly shape international understanding of conflicts around the world.

JUSTORIUM
(https://justorium.org)

iy NSb/^f&W^^4r 9:16:48 PM
X LLC on behalf of the State of Israel. 
Additional information is available atthe 
Department o'^us^tfce^asKing^on6, DC.

ReJafcteMRegistration UnitpW08/2026 9:16:48 PM

0
HOME INTERNATIONAL LAW & ACCOUNTABILITY JUSTICE AND WESTERN VALUES DOCUMENTATION & EVIDENCE US AND ISRAEL LEGAL PARTNERSHIP

NEWS & ANALYSIS



Red

4. From Research to Advocacy

b. Accountabilitv Should Apply t 
://justorium.org) rr 7

HOME

This influence brings significant responsibility.
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Their reports frequently become the foundation upon which governments formulate 

foreign policy, journalists frame international stories, universities teach international 

law (https://justorium.org/international-law/un-resolutions-on-terrorism-and-self- 

defense/), and international institutions launch investigations. Reports published by 

organizations such as Amnesty International or Human Rights Watch often acquire 

an authority that extends far beyond public advocacy.
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Rights Organizations Shape Global Policy
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Human Rights Organizations Shape 
Global Policy
Modern human rights organizations are no longer simply advocacy13 groups.

Key Takeaways
Ill• A new report compiles testimony from more than 70 current and former

employees of major international NGOs.
[2]

• The report alleges systemic problems including antisemitism, ideological 

conformity, and retaliation against staff who challenged prevailing narratives.
• Former employees argue that internal debate has increasingly been replaced13 

by political orthodoxy.
[4]

• The report raises concerns about how NGQ (https://justorium.org/puppet-

regime-hamas-coercive-grip-on-aid-and-ngo-operations-in-gaza/) reports on

Israel are researched, reviewed, and presented.

• Governments, media organizations, universities, and the United Nations rely
heavily13 on NGO reporting, magnifying the importance of their credibility.

• The report argues that accountability should apply equally to organizations 

that investigate others.

• Greater transparency and methodological rigor would strengthen, rather than 

weaken, the human rights movement.
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8.1. Footnotes
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Healthy institutions depend upon intellectual diversity.

According to numerous former employees, questioning dominant narratives 

surrounding Israel increasingly became professionally risky. Some describe an 

atmosphere in which alternative interpretations of evidence, concerns about 

methodological consistency, or objections to inflammatory language were met not 

with debate but with hostility or marginalization.

For institutions whose credibility rests on impartiality, that should concern everyone, 

regardless of their political views.

That makes the integrity of their methodology every bit as important as the evidence 

they seek to uncover.

Research organizations become stronger when assumptions are challenged, 

evidence is rigorously tested, and competing interpretations are openly debated. If 

organizations instead reward ideological conformity, there is a risk that conclusions 

become increasingly predictable before investigations have even begun.

Former staff argue that concepts such as "apartheid" and more recently "genocide" 

increasingly became organizing frameworks through which evidence was interpreted 

rather than legal conclusions reached only after comprehensive investigation.

Whether one agrees with those characterizations or not, there is no doubt that such 

terminology carries profound legal and diplomatic consequences.
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A Culture of Ideological Conformity?
[1]

Perhaps the most significant finding of the EiGHT report ‘ is not its allegations of 

antisemitism alone, but its description of an organizational culture that allegedly 

discourages internal dissent.

From Research to Advocacy
121

The report also raises broader questions about whether some NGOs have gradually 

shifted from documenting human rights abuses to actively promoting

predetermined political narratives.

A&ArlfaesThttpQh/Ustdridh:/Al%/li6fe<pnd^i:dt6a4feRMhy-war- 

is-against-israel-dont-hold-up/), apartheid (https://justorium.org/south-
rtheid-bill-a-direct-t^gglrls^^^-^gthe-freedq^-^-lyfe^^jjf^^ 

/SUPPORT- 

genocide (https://iustorium.org/why-claims-of-genocide-against-israel-do^hBfDRK/)
*-l Mi^lhO^^kMlIliitions -and-how-thev-became-a-tool-of-lawfare/'), or crimes against 

^ttPFi'^UaSni^y areVnille by respected NGOs, those conclusions often reverberate----------------------------

INffi^h6m&ffig3m^^tiod«Fl§^fe^sr(^Abeford,fi(id®b™^6Yl[l^&l ph§6l^§m§VfePARTNERSHIP
I I .1 r- I- NEWS & ANALYSIS

reached their own findings.
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The same principle should apply to NGOs themselves.

It would reinforce it.

This is not simply an Israeli issue.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 07/08/2026 9:16:48 PM

K

Organizations that investigate others should welcome independent examination of 

their own methodologies, internal culture, funding, governance, and research 

standards. Doing so would not undermine their legitimacy.

Public confidence grows when institutions demonstrate that they are willing to apply 

to themselves the same principles they advocate for everyone else.

The credibility of international human rights reporting depends upon confidence 

that conclusions are driven solely by evidence rather than prevailing ideological 

assumptions.

If institutional bias can influence investigations concerning Israel, it could potentially 

affect reporting on conflicts elsewhere, whether in Sudan, Ukraine, China, Iran, 

Myanmar, or Venezuela.

It is a question about the integrity of one of the most influential sectors shaping 

global public policy.

Governments, militaries, corporations, and international organizations are all 

expected to accept criticism, investigate allegations, and operate transparently.

One of the central principles of the international human rights movement is that no 

institution should be exempt from scrutiny.

y dd i hflue ntiRtheseLtehrstfuOlyra9eli6td8JBMd Nations

wernment statements, university campuses, and international media
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become a matter of qlobal significance rather than internal organizational

JUSTORIUM
(httpJl/^ilra^lfraiirtherigilfluence, the higher the standard of evidence should be.
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Accountability Should Apply to 
Everyone

Why This Matters Beyond Israel
[3]

Although much of the report focuses on Israel and antisemitism, its implications 

are considerably broader.
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Institutions that welcome scrutiny generally emerge more credible, not less.

Conclusion

The issue is ultimately larger than any single organization or any single conflict.

Footnotes
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Independent peer review, greater methodological transparency, stronger protections 

for internal dissent, and clear safeguards against ideological bias would strengthen 

the human rights movement rather than weaken it.

SUPPORT NETWORK
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NETWORK/)

The EiGHT report presents a serious challenge to some of the world's most influential 

human rights organizations. Its allegations, made by dozens of current and former 

NGO professionals, deserve careful consideration and independent examination 

rather than dismissal.

Human rights organizations have long argued that no government should be above 

scrutiny.

Precisely because that work is so important, maintaining the highest standards of 

professionalism and impartiality is essential.

Institutions that wield significant influence over international law, diplomacy, and 

public opinion must themselves be prepared to meet the highest standards of 

transparency, intellectual honesty, and accountability.

The same principle should apply to the institutions that increasingly shape the 

world's understanding of human rights itself.
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For more than a decade, many governments believed the Muslim Brotherhood 

(https://cognitura.org/blog/how-islamist-networks-shape-hostile-eu-actions-toward

israel) had entered a period of irreversible decline. Following the Arab Spring, the 

movement suffered major setbacks across the Middle East. Egypt outlawed the 

Brotherhood after the fall of Mohamed Morsi, several Gulf states designated it a 

terrorist organization, and many of its regional networks appeared fragmented and 

weakened.

1. Key Takeaways

2. The Brotherhood Never Truly Disappeared

3. Qatar and Turkey's Central Role

4. Hamas Cannot Be Understood in Isolation

5. Beyond the Middle East

However, reports of the Brotherhood's demise have been greatly exaggerated. 

Rather than disappearing, the movement has adapted. Qatar 

(https://cognitura.org/blog/qatar-the-muslim-brotherhood-network-and-the- 

monev-flowing-into-us-universities) and Turkey (https://cognitura.org/blog/turkeys 

violent-rhetoric-against-israel-raises-concerns-over-stabilitv) have emerged as the 

principal political, financial, and media backers of a broader effort to rebuild the 

Brotherhood's influence across the Middle East and beyond. This development has 

implications that extend far beyond regional politics. The Brotherhood has long 

served as both an ideological incubator and political ecosystem from which 

organizations such as Hamas have emerged, making its revival a matter of growing 

international concern.

Rebuilding—And Qatar and 
Turkey Are Leading the Way
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Key Takeaways

Rather than disappearing, the movement appears to have entered a period of 

strategic adaptation.

Following the events of the Arab Spring, many observers assumed that the Muslim 

Brotherhood had suffered a decisive strategic defeat.

Unlike conventional political parties, the Brotherhood has always functioned through 

a broad ecosystem of educational institutions, religious organizations, charities, 

professional associations, media outlets, and international networks. Even where its 

political organizations weakened, much of that wider infrastructure remained intact.

Its governments collapsed, its leadership faced imprisonment or exile, and its 

political influence appeared to diminish across much of the Arab world. Egypt's 

decision to outlaw the movement was widely viewed as a turning point that would 

permanently reduce its regional influence.

[2]
The new analysis argues that this assessment overlooked one of the Brotherhood's 

greatest strengths: its ability to survive through decentralization.

ReceivtfrWbiy iN8©^BARA Registration Unit
8. Conclusion

8.1. Footnotes

The Brotherhood Never Truly 
Disappeared

Both countries have for years maintained relationships with Brotherhood-affiliated 

figures, media organizations, and political movements that were increasingly

The Muslim Brotherhood111 is reorganizing21 after years of political setbacks. 

Qatar and Turkey are identified as the principal state supporters1-1 of the 

Brotherhood's revival.

The Brotherhood continues to exercise influence " through political, religious, 

educational, charitable, and media networks rather than solely through political 

parties.
Hamas originated1-1 as the Palestinian branch of the Muslim Brotherhood and 

continues to draw heavily upon its ideological foundations.

The movement's resurgence - could reshape political Islam across the Middle 

East.

The issue extends beyond regional politics because Brotherhood-affiliated 

networks increasingly operate throughout Europe and North America ". 

Understanding the Brotherhood's evolution is essential to understanding the 

wider challenge posed by Islamist movements.

Qatar and Turkey's Central Role
Qatar and Turkey have become the two principal1-1 state actors facilitating the 

Brotherhood's revival.



Hamas is often analysed primarily as a Palestinian terrorist organization.

[8]

The issue is therefore considerably broader than Gaza alone.

Beyond the Middle East
The Brotherhood's influence is not confined to the Arab world.

This distinction is important.

The concern expressed by many security analysts is rarely that every Brotherhood

affiliated organization engages in terrorism.
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Critics argue that these relationships have allowed the Brotherhood to preserve 

international influence despite losing formal political power in several Arab states.

If the Brotherhood succeeds in rebuilding its broader international influence, many 

policymakers worry that organizations inspired by similar ideological principles could 

gain renewed confidence and legitimacy in other regions.

Whether through media platforms, financial support, political asylum, or diplomatic 

engagement, Qatar and Turkey are widely viewed by many regional governments as 

providing space for Brotherhood networks to regroup and reorganize.

Historically, however, Hamas emerged directly from the Palestinian branch " of the 

Muslim Brotherhood and continues to reflect many of the Brotherhood's ideological 

principles. While the organization has developed its own military and political 

identity, its intellectual roots remain firmly embedded within the Brotherhood's 

worldview.

Understanding Hamas therefore requires understanding the wider ecosystem from 

which it emerged.

Over many decades, Brotherhood-inspired organizations have established 

educational institutions, charities, advocacy groups, religious organizations and 
community networks0 throughout Europe and North America. Most operate entirely 

within the law and reject violence, but governments in several countries have 

nevertheless debated whether some networks promote forms of political Islam that 

create fertile ground for later radicalization.

The discussion has become particularly relevant following October 7 

(https://cognitura.org/blog/al-shifa-hospital-and-the-hostages-of-october-7-what

the-evidence-shows).

Hamas Cannot Be Understood in 
Isolation

This perception continues to generate significant tension within the broader Middle 

East.

Receivapshbly df HdaJ/FaHbAdfelagutiwitbH Udetrai^WfW£0ft& aMr6?&biiPMikara 
under President Recep Tayyip Erdogan has frequently expressed ideological 

sympathy toward Brotherhood-inspired political movements.



An Ideological Contest

The Brotherhood represents a different model.

[6]

Why It Matters

Ideas have consequences.

Increasingly, they believe it has merely changed strategy.

Conclusion
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Its vision places political Islam " at the centre of public life and has often challenged 

existing state structures in favour of transnational ideological movements.

The debate surrounding the Brotherhood is ultimately about more than security. It 

reflects competing visions for the future of the Middle East.

The possible revival of the Muslim Brotherhood should not be viewed simply 

through the lens of one movement or one country.

The Aspenia Online analysis argues that the Muslim Brotherhood is entering a new 

phase rather than fading into history. Supported by networks in Qatar and Turkey, 

the movement appears to be rebuilding through many of the same transnational 

institutions that sustained it for decades before the Arab Spring.

For Israel, moderate Arab governments, Europe and the United States, this 

development deserves careful attention.

The question raised by the Aspenia analysis is whether recent geopolitical changes 

are creating new opportunities for that vision to regain momentum.

Whether the BrotherhoodU ultimately succeeds in restoring its former influence 

remains uncertain.

As a result, developments within the Brotherhood are increasingly viewed as relevant 

to broader discussions about extremism and democratic resilience.

Political movements evolve, splinter, adapt, and influence subsequent generations of 

activists in ways that are often difficult to predict. Understanding how organizations 

rebuild after periods of apparent decline is therefore essential for policymakers 

attempting to anticipate future regional developments.

Many Arab governments have increasingly prioritized economic modernization, state 

sovereignty, regional integration, and pragmatic diplomacy. The Abraham Accords, 

expanding Gulf-Israel cooperation, and recent regional economic initiatives all reflect 

this trend.

What is clear is that many governments no longer assume the movement has 

disappeared.

ReceiRetfibyitNsSFMltjilaftfra6ist®rik6lj^ (hfRMiced or 

inspired a number of more radical organizations, including Hamas.
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Understanding that evolution will be essential to understanding the next chapter of 

Middle Eastern politics.

(https://cognitura.org/about-

Missionus)

If the movement is indeed rebuilding, the international community should study not 

only its political ambitions but also the broader ecosystem through which it seeks to 

shape societies.
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ideological movement whose influence extends through educational, religious, 

charitable, and media institutions across multiple continents. Its ideas have shaped 

organizations such as Hamas and continue to influence debates about political Islam 

throughout the world.
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Radicalizationof-radicalization) Studies indoctrination-to-exit/)

(https://cogRM€i¥^ by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 07/08/2026 9:16:50 PM

5. https://www.fddaction.Org/policy-alerts/2025/11/11/muslim-brotherhood- 

terrorist-designation/ (https://www.fddaction.org/policy-

alerts/2025/11/11/muslim-brotherhood-terrorist-designation/) JHL
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Diplomatic buildings are more than offices. They are physical expressions of foreign 

policy, national priorities, and long-term strategic commitments. Few decisions carry 

greater symbolic significance than where a country chooses to locate its embassy, 

particularly in one of the world’s most contested cities. The announcement that the 

United States and Israel have signed an agreement for the construction of a 

permanent American embassy compound in Jerusalem is therefore about far more 

than bricks and concrete. It is a statement that the United States views its recognition 

of Jerusalem as Israel’s capital not as a temporary political decision, but as a lasting 

feature of American policy.
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Key Takeaways

In reality, the move reflected a simple diplomatic reality.

[1]
The new agreement moves the relationship one step further.
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When the United States relocated its embassy to Jerusalem in 2018, many observers 

viewed it primarily as a symbolic political gesture.

From Symbolic Recognition to 
Permanent Presence

Israel’s parliament, Supreme Court, Prime Minister’s Office, Foreign Ministry and most 

government institutions are all located in Jerusalem. Like virtually every sovereign 

state, Israel conducts its national government from its declared capital.

• Israel and the United States have signed an agreement[1] to establish a 

permanent U.S. embassy compound in Jerusalem.
[2]

• The project builds upon the U.S. decision to recognize Jerusalem as Israel’s 

capital and relocate its embassy in 2018.
[3]

• A permanent diplomatic campus reflects a long-term American commitment 

rather than a temporary policy decision.
[4]

• The agreement demonstrates the continued strength of the U.S.-lsrael 

strategic partnership.

• Embassy locations carry important diplomatic and political symbolism.
• The project reinforces growing151 international acceptance of Jerusalem as 

Israel’s seat of government.

• The agreement reflects continuity in U.S. policy despite changing

administrations.

Rbeeageebkneht^JlQb^dFb  ̂IRnasljUfoteiginlJ^rtist@i7X9i8l&ih28a’9r fend UEMkmbassador 

Mike Huckabee, marks another important milestone in a process that began with the 

relocation of the U.S. Embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem in 2018. The construction of 

a permanent embassy campus demonstrates that Washington is investing in a long­

term diplomatic presence in Israel’s capital. At a time when questions continue to be 

raised about Jerusalem’s international status, this agreement sends a clear message 

that the United States sees its presence in the city as permanent rather than 

provisional.



Permanent buildings signal permanent commitments.

More Than Real Estate
Embassies are among the most visible expressions of diplomatic recognition.

A Relationship Built for the Long Term

J
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It reflects an understanding that the United States intends to conduct its relationship 

with Israel from the city where Israel’s elected government, judiciary and principal 

state institutions are based.

It demonstrates confidence that the alliance extends beyond electoral cycles and rests 

upon enduring strategic interests shared by both countries.

While individual administrations may differ on specific policies relating to settlements 

negotiations or regional diplomacy, the broader strategic relationship has continued to 

deepen over many decades.

[3]
The decision to construct a permanent embassy complex in Jerusalem therefore 

carries significance well beyond architecture.

[2]
The embassy agreement also highlights the remarkable durability of the U.S.-lsrael 

partnership.

The decision to invest in a permanent diplomatic campus reflects this broader 

trajectory.

Regardless of continuing debates over the broader Israeli-Palestinian conflict, the 

agreement acknowledges the practical reality that Jerusalem functions as Israel’s 

capital.

Governments devote enormous attention to their location because embassy sites 

communicate political legitimacy as much as practical convenience.

Military cooperation, intelligence sharing, missile defence, technological innovation 

and economic partnerships have steadily expanded regardless of political changes in 

either country.

Il^berdHdrn\ob^btii]g\iHdtefihiielytiraim)adapied fhMfteSpthe Ubit6d5StSM is investing 

in a purpose-built diplomatic compound dpsigned to serve future generations of 

American diplomats. That transforms recognition into long-term infrastructure, making 

the policy significantly more durable.
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Jerusalem remains one of the most politically sensitive cities in the world.

Every sovereign nation has a capital from which it governs.

For Israel, that capital is Jerusalem.

A Signal Beyond Israel
The implications extend beyond bilateral relations.

The embassy project reflects precisely that kind of strategic confidence.

Building for the Future
Diplomatic buildings often outlast the governments that authorize them.

At the same time, there is an important distinction between the final status issues that 

remain subject to future negotiations and the practical functioning of Israel’s 

government today.

As regional alliances continue to evolve, stable long-term partnerships become 

increasingly important.

It also reinforces broader regional developments following the Abraham Accords 

(https://allyvia.org/blog/why-israels-integration-into-centcom-reshaped-regional- 

security/), which demonstrated that strengthening ties with Israel need not come at the 

expense of wider diplomatic engagement across the Middle East.

It does reflect the reality that the United States conducts relations with the 

Government of Israel where that government actually sits.

Its religious significance to Jews, Christians and Muslims ensures that questions 

surrounding its future continue to feature prominently in international diplomacy.

[6]
The construction of a permanent embassy compound sends a message to allies and 

adversaries alike that the United States intends to maintain a strong and enduring 

regional presence alongside one of its closest strategic partners.

Embassies are designed not for the next election but for decades of engagement.
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[4]
The embassy agreement does not resolve every diplomatic question surrounding the 

city.



Such investments also provide stability.

Conclusion

In international diplomacy, buildings often speak as loudly as declarations.

A permanent embassy does exactly that.

Footnotes

The agreement to construct a permanent U.S. embassy compound in Jerusalem 

represents far more than another infrastructure project.

K^osiKrariittiyi^tSQ/fek^2?ni^g^itaptisiiriUeiitisaO^r^),8ffi)06it6b Bt^dsRMnvesting in 

the future of its relationship with Israel rathaLthan merely responding to current 

political circumstances.

It signals confidence in the future of the U.S.-Israel alliance, reinforces the 

permanence of American recognition of Jerusalem as Israel’s capital, and underscores 

a broader truth about the relationship between the two democracies: it is built not only 

for today’s challenges, but for generations to come.

It reflects a long-term American commitment to one of its closest allies and reinforces 

the reality that Jerusalem serves as the seat of Israel’s government. While debates 

over the city’s future will undoubtedly continue, the decision demonstrates that 

Washington views its diplomatic presence in Israel’s capital as both legitimate and 

enduring.

They reassure diplomats, businesses, allies and regional partners that the relationship 

rests upon enduring foundations rather than short-term political calculations.
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