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The United States and Israel share a deep bond — allies in peace, united by freedom, faith, and

democracy.

Under President Trump'’s leadership, historic steps were taken toward lasting peace in the
Middle East.

https://www.alliesforpeace.com
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Now, Israel has announced that they want to transition from military aid to a partnership built

for lasting peace.

Learn more about our mission:

Name

First Name (required) Last Name (required)

Email (required)

D Sign up for news and updates

Phone (required)
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ALLYVIA

(https://allyvia.org/)

Israel Is Fighting on the Front Line
of a War That Does Not End at Its
Borders

Published: July 29, 2026 | Last Updated: July 29, 2026

Israel’s wars are often described as local conflicts: Israel against Hamas in Gaza, Israel against
Hezbollah in Lebanon, Israel confronting Iranian-backed forces elsewhere in the Middle East. Seen
in isolation, they can appear to be disputes belonging primarily to Israelis and their immediate
neighbors.

That interpretation misses something fundamental about the organizations Israel is fighting.
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Hamas and Hezbollah are not simply nationalistﬂ;ﬁvements engaged in territorial disputes with
Israel. They are radical Islamist organizations embedded within a much wider ideological and
strategic confrontation with the United States and the Western-led international order. The US
government designates both as terrorist organizations. America’s National Counterterrorism Center
describes Hezbollah as committed not only to opposing Israel but also to driving US forces from
the Middle East, while maintaining an overseas terrorism apparatus capable of attacking American
interests worldwide.

This gives Israel’s security struggle a significance extending well beyond its own borders. Israel
occupies the front line against armed movements that identify America and the West as enemies,
cooperate with Iran, develop missiles and drones, cultivate international terrorist networks and
openly celebrate attacks on Western interests.

Israel does not fight these organizations on behalf of the United States, and America obviously
retains its own substantial counterterrorism responsibilities. But every Hamas command structure
dismantled, Hezbollah missile capability degraded, Iranian weapons network exposed and terrorist
plot disrupted by Israel potentially reduces the capabilities of actors whose ambitions extend far
beyond the Jewish state.

The uncomfortable reality is that Israel often confronts these threats first.

Key Takeaways

 Hamas and Hezbollah are US-designated e terrorist organizations, not simply political
opponents of Israel.

» US intelligence describes Hezbollah[zl as hostile to both Israel and American interests and
possessing an international terrorism capability.

» Hezbollah seeks to drive US forces from the Middle East and has historicallym targeted
Americans.

« Hamas' emerged from the Muslim Brotherhood (https://allyvia.org/blog/why-proscribing-the-
muslim-brotherhood-matters-a-necessary-step-for-global-security/) and combines Palestinian
nationalism with an explicitly Islamist ideoclogy.

* Iran has built a regional network[sl of armed groups whose targets have included Israel, US
forces and Western interests.

 |Israel’s intelligence, military experience and defense technology help Western allies
understand and counter threats they increasingly face themselves.

» Supporting Israel’s ability to defeat these groups can reduce the military and security burden
eventually falling upon the United States (https://allyvia.org/blog/the-unsinkable-aircraft-
carrier-why-israel-has-become-americas-most-important-strategic-ally/) and its allies.
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Israel Is Usually the First Target, Not
Necessarily the Last

One of the most dangerous assumptions in Western discussion of Middle Eastern terrorism is that
organizations attacking Israel are interested only in Israel.

Hezbollah provides perhaps the clearest evidence to the contrary.

The US National Counterterrorism Center describes the organization as an Iranian-backed political
and military movement committed both to opposing Israel and forcing American troops out of the
Middle East. Its external operations arm, commonly known as Unit 910, is responsible for
international terrorist operations, including potential attacks against US targets.

The Council on Foreign Relations similarly describes Hezbollah as hostile not simply to Israel but
to Western powers operating throughout the region and as a central component of Iran’s strategic
network.

Israel may therefore be Hezbollah's most immediate military opponent, but the organization’s
worldview is substantially broader.

The same principle applies across much of the radical Islamist ecosystem. Israel frequently
functions as the most accessible Western-aligned target in the region. Attacking it serves both
ideological and strategic purposes, but hostility toward Western influence does not disappear at
Israel’s border.

Hezbollah’s History Should End the Debate

Americans do not need to speculate about whether Hezbollah is capable of targeting them.
It already has.

Hezbollah and networks associated with it have been implicated over decades in terrorism against
American and Western interests, while its ideological commitment to removing US influence from
the region remains explicit. The organization maintains capabilities specifically designed for
operations outside Lebanon.

This is important when considering what Israel has done to Hezbollah over recent years.

Israeli military operations have killed senior commanders, destroyed weapons infrastructure,
disrupted supply routes and significantly reduced the capabilities of an organization that had
accumulated one of the largest missile arsenals possessed by any non-state actor.
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Those operations were undertaken because He@llah threatened Israelis.
But the strategic consequences do not stop there.

A weaker Hezbollah possesses fewer resources to intimidate Lebanon, support Iran’s regional
ambitions, train allied militias or prepare attacks against Western interests.

Israel bears the immediate military cost. The benefits can extend much farther.

Hamas Is Part of a Wider Islamist
Movement

Hamas is similarly often presented exclusively through the prism of Palestinian nationalism.
That is only part of its identity.

The US National Counterterrorism Center identifies Hamas as an outgrowth of the Muslim
Brotherhood and an Islamist organization committed to armed resistance and governance
according to Islamic principles.

Its conflict with Israel has a specific Palestinian dimension, but its ideology emerged from a
broader Islamist political tradition.

October 7 (https://allyvia.org/blog/two-years-after-october-7-palestinian-poll-shows-rising-support-
for-hamas-and-endorsement-of-violence/) demonstrated the consequences of underestimating that
ideology. Hamas was not merely attempting to extract political concessions. lts fighters crossed
into Israeli communities and carried out a mass terrorist assault intended to transform the regional
conflict.

The same organization subsequently became celebrated within radical movements far beyond
Gaza.

That should concern Western governments.

When the massacre of civilians is elevated into a model of “resistance,” the ideological
consequences do not necessarily remain geographically confined.

Iran Connects the Different Fronts

The wider architecture becomes clearer when Iran is added to the picture.
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Tehran has spent decades building relationshipsgﬁth armed groups throughout the Middle East,
most notably Hezbollah but also Hamas, Palestinian Islamic Jihad (https://allyvia.org/blog/blog-
syrias-new-partnership-with-palestinian-islamic-jihad-reveals-the-true-face-of-the-al-sharaa-
government/), militias in Iraq and the Houthis in Yemen.

These organizations differ substantially in theology, nationality and local objectives. What unites
many of them is opposition to Israel, hostility toward American power and dependence to varying
degrees on Iranian money, weapons, training or political support.

The consequences have repeatedly affected Americans directly.

Iranian-backed militias have attacked US bases and personnel. The Houthis have threatened
international shipping. Hezbollah possesses an external terrorist apparatus. And as recently as
July 28, 2026, the US military reported intercepting Iranian ballistic missiles launched toward
American forces in the Middle East.

The idea that Israel alone is the target of this network is therefore difficult to sustain.

Israel sits geographically at its center, but the confrontation is much broader.

Israel Absorbs a Security Burden Others
Would Otherwise Face

This is where Israel’s strategic value to the United States becomes particularly apparent.

Israel maintains its own large military, intelligence services, missile defenses and counterterrorism
capabilities. It does not require American divisions to fight Hamas or Hezbollah on its behalf.

Instead, Israeli soldiers confront those organizations directly.

Israeli intelligence penetrates networks that also threaten Western interests. Israeli aircraft strike
weapons infrastructure. Israeli missile-defense systems intercept Iranian weapons. Israeli security
services identify terrorist operatives and map financial, logistical and command networks.

None of this eliminates the need for American military involvement in the Middle East.

But it undoubtedly creates a powerful regional ally already engaged against many of the same
actors Washington considers hostile.

Were Israel substantially weaker, America would not inherit a peaceful Middle East. It would inherit
stronger Iranian proxies, greater instability and potentially a much larger requirement for American
deterrence and military intervention.
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The Intelligence Dividend Is Enormous

The military battlefield is only part of the contribution.

Israel has spent decades collecting intelligence on Iran, Hezbollah, Hamas and other terrorist
networks. That information is shared extensively with the United States and other allies.

For Washington, this is exceptionally valuable.

Israel operates geographically close to the threats, possesses deep regional expertise and has
accumulated operational experience that Western intelligence services cannot easily reproduce
from thousands of miles away.

When Israel uncovers an Iranian weapons route, analyzes a new Hezbollah missile, captures
Hamas communications or develops methods for defeating an unfamiliar drone system, that
knowledge can strengthen allied security.

Counterterrorism is fundamentally an information contest.

An ally that sees a threat earlier can help everyone prepare sooner.

Israel’s Battlefield Becomes the West’s
Laboratory

There is also a technological dimension.
Threats initially encountered by Israel increasingly become Western problems several years later.

Drones are perhaps the clearest example. Israel has spent years defending itself against
increasingly sophisticated unmanned systems. Today, drones threaten American military bases,
European infrastructure and international shipping.

The same pattern applies to ballistic missiles, cyberattacks, underground warfare, autonomous
weapons and terrorist exploitation of civilian infrastructure.

Israel develops defenses because it must.
America and other allies can subsequently benefit from what Israel learns.

This relationship has become increasingly institutionalized through joint missile-defense
development, intelligence exchanges, military exercises and cooperation between Israeli and
American defense industries.
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Israel’s difficult geography has effectively creatediane of the most demanding real-world testing
environments for technologies that the wider West increasingly needs.

A Front Line of the Democratic World

This does not mean every enemy of Israel is automatically an enemy of every Western country, nor
should every Israeli conflict be redefined as a Western war.

Such arguments would be too simplistic.

But there is a clear overlap between Israel’s principal security threats and organizations or regimes
openly hostile to American and Western interests.

Hezbollah explicitly opposes the US presence in the region. Iran confronts American forces and
seeks to weaken American influence. Other Iranian-backed militias have repeatedly attacked US
personnel. Radical Islamist movements around the world share ideological themes that extend well
beyond any particular territorial dispute.

Israel therefore occupies an unusual strategic position.

It is simultaneously defending its own population and confronting actors whose ambitions
challenge a much broader international order.

Why a Strong Israel Serves Western
Interests

This is why Western support for Israel should not be understood simply as solidarity with a friendly
country.

There is a hard strategic calculation involved.

A strong Israel degrades terrorist organizations before they become stronger. It constrains Iran’s
regional network. It gathers intelligence Western governments can use. It develops technologies
against emerging threats. And it does all of this while fielding its own soldiers rather than requiring
large numbers of American or European troops to fight its battles.

That constitutes a form of burden sharing that is frequently overlooked.

The United States has allies around the world whose security ultimately depends upon substantial
American military deployments.
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Israel is different. =

It receives significant American support, but it also maintains one of the region’s strongest
militaries and actively confronts common adversaries with its own forces.

Conclusion

Israel fights Hamas because Hamas massacres Israelis. It fights Hezbollah because Hezbollah has
fired thousands of rockets and drones at Israeli communities. It confronts Iran because Tehran has
openly sought to undermine Israel's security and built a network of armed proxies around it.

Israel’'s motives are therefore first and foremost national.

But the strategic effects extend far beyond Israel.

The organizations Israel confronts are not hermetically sealed inside the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
Hezbollah opposes the United States and maintains an international terrorist apparatus. Iran and
its proxy network have attacked American forces and threatened global commerce. Hamas
belongs to a broader radical Islamist tradition whose ideology resonates with movements deeply
hostile to Western values and interests.

Israel is therefore doing something that should matter greatly to Washington, London, Paris and
every other Western capital.

It is confronting these organizations where they are strongest, gathering intelligence about them,
destroying their military capabilities and developing the technologies necessary to defeat the
weapons they deploy.
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