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Gaza’s Disappearing Christians Tell a 
Story the World Rarely Wants to Hear 

Christianity has existed in Gaza for almost two thousand years, yet today only a few hundred Christians remain. Their 
disappearance receives remarkably little international attention. A new account published by Syrian Christian writer 

Ahed al-Hendi provides an important insight into why. Based partly on the testimony of a Gazan Christian identified as 

Naji, it describes a community that has experienced religious radicalization, intimidation, bullying and a growing sense 

that Christians are outsiders in the land where their ancestors have lived for centuries. It is an uncomfortable story 

because it challenges the simplistic narrative through which Gaza is so often viewed: Christians there have not only 

suffered from war, but have also faced the consequences of living as a tiny religious minority in a society dominated 

for nearly two decades by Hamas. x 
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Key Takeaways 

* Christianity has existed in Gaza for almost 2,000 years, but only a few hundred Christians are estimated to 
remain (https://x.com/PeaceComCenter/status/2097239345379840200?s=20). 

Tat 

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 09/09/2026 9:29:54 PM



Received 

We valu 

by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 09/09/2026 9:29:54 PM 

Lu 
e AGazan Christian interviewed by Syrian Christian writer Ahed al-Hendi describes growing religious 

radicalization and discrimination, particularly after Hamas seized complete control of Bf22- 

istian children being treated as outsiders, bullied over their religion and taught implicitly 

dys Cats W/ GlubtiWiGAViie QeGDiravia.crg/iews-and- 

corroboration. 

« The decline of Gaza's Christian population illustrates a wider crisis facing ancient Christian communities 

(https://culturavia.org/why-christianity-is-disappearing-across-the-middle-east-but-growing-in-israel/) 

across parts of the Middle East. 

« Protecting Middle Eastern Christianity PP CueriR: giristianity-is-disappearing-across-the-middle- 

east-in-israel-it-is-still-alive-and-vibrant/) requires more tl preserving churches and religious 

monuments; it requires creating socktéa ithmberitagedan live securely and as equals. 

Two Thousand Years of Christianity Reduced to a Few Hundred People 
Arts & Culture 

Gaza is rarely thought of as part of a pRsied Flee UPECT ALY Exeter Opes) stretches back almost to the 
origins of the faith itself. Yet according to aKHendi, only a few hundred Christian’ now remain in the territory. His 
interviewee estimates the current population at roughly 300 to 400, compared with several thousand in previous 

decades. Education 
The numbers themselves should prolGeiGatlancand -excha nge) 

Ancient religious communities rarely disappear SPRASTIER SB yey no single decree announcing that they must 

leave and no moment at which a centuries-old community formal ases to exist. Instead, families gradually conclude 

that their children will have greatdy/ HHA AbFODY naacore QHAMLIEUEY Jone family leaves, followed by 
another. Children are subsequently born overseas, extended families disperse and eventually a community becomes 
too small to sustain itself. 

About 
As al-Hendi powerfully observes, the buildings can rfeibeoa tier the community that created them has 

disappeared. Gaza could retain its churches, monasteries and Christian history while eventually having almost no 

Christians left to inherit them. 

News 
What Happened After Hamas Took Conse) 

The testimony provided by Naji offers one explanation for that decline. 
Get Involved 

According to his account, att iSti igpificen' ok complete control of 

Gaza. Christians aeeaeh ant ODS 7G CIR PEN a Sr GPa ett VIVE" through explicitly religious 

categories separating Muslims from non-Muslims. 

The consequences were visible even among children. 

Naji recalls being one of only seven or eight Christians in his high school. Some classmates associated Christians with 

the Crusaders, while others accused them of worshipping the cross. Most revealingly, he recalls the attitude that 

Christians were effectively “guests” in Gaza. 

Consider what that means. 

Acommunity that has existed in a place for approaching two millennia can nevertheless produce children who grow up 

believing their Christian classmates are somehow foreigners. 

That prejudice does not emerge naturally in children. It is learned. 

This oOurt thesmost important lesson from the account. 

ur e your privac 
The international conversation about radicalization generally begins when somebody picks up a gun, joins a terrorist 

This website SPI EIFe patty ots Praveds personal tlertle” You 
can opt Outltotatipevitethe cofspona Fiversonatsht ferrPprictionnbyho does not. Who is a believer and who is an 

clicking on 
unbeliever. Whose religion deserves respect and whose is considered inferior. Who possesses an unquestioned place 

thienDoNotBelteot Sirareet/bycRersemabrity permits it 

InformationNahitiscribes Christian students being bullied because of their faith. Those children dic not independently develop 
sophisticated religious prejudices. They absorbed ideas from the society around them and reproduced those attitudes 

in the classroom. 

This is why education and religious messaging matter so profoundly. Extremism is not created on the day somebody 

joins Hamas or another terrorist organization. The intellectual foundations can be laid years earlier through sermons, 

schools, social networks and everyday conversations. 
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The Vulnerability of a Tiny Minority 

Naji's testimony goes beyond schoolyard prejudice. He describes Christians being abducted and recounts the case of a 

Christian whom he s: essured into converting to Islam on television before eventually fleeing to Cyprus. These 

are serious allegatio! ci IKOEEARUPRIA WA dhittpsiseulturantaorg)stes, but they 

illustrate the vulnerabi ibed throughout his account. 

Al-Hendi, himself a Syrian Christian, broadens the argument beyond Gaza. He describes hearing troubling accounts 

from Christians in Beit Jala involving pressure and disputes surrounding Christian-owned property. 

His wider point is important. Small Christian cath & Meritagera. .org/christianity-in-israeFthe-facts/) 
frequently lack the social power available ‘Gah erie not possess large clans, armed networks or 

hundreds of relatives capable of mobilizing w AUS ents where formal institutions are weak and 

informal power is important, being a tiny minority can create particular vulnerability. 

Religious intolerance combined with perceived Arts. && WtULe, ous combination. 

(/arts-and-cultural-exchange) 
The Forgotten Christians of the Middle East 

Education 
Gaza's experience should also be understood within the much larger story of Middle Eastern Christianity. 

/education-and-exchange 
Christian communities are not foreign implants in the region. Many predate Islam by centuries. Christianity was born in 

this land, and some of the world’s oldest babii ati yetiey developed throughout what are today Israel, the 

Palestinian territories, Syria, Lebanon, Iraq, Egyptat FOPY 

(/philanthropy-and-communhity) 
Yet many of these communities have undergone dramatic demographic decline. 

The reasons differ considerably from country to countAAOSM bua not be reduced to a single explanation. War, 

economic hardship, political instability and oe sapeurey' ed enormous roles. But Islamist extremism, 

discrimination and persecution have also contributed to the Ott esronce of Christians from parts of the region. 

ISIS provided the most extreme recent example when itreywegcient Christian communities from areas of Iraq and 

Syria. But communities do not need to face genocide iil re their future becomes endangered. Persistent 
discrimination, insecurity and the feeling that one’s chil fai t have an equal future can ultimately produce the 
same demographic outcome: departure. 

Get Involved 
S Rarely ? 
tnitps: welt turavia.org/get-involved/) 

The predicament of Gaza's Christians complicates a political narrative that often divides the region neatly into 

oppressors and oppressed. 

Why Is This Stor 

A Christian Palestinian can be Palestinian and simultaneously experience discrimination from fellow Palestinians. A 

Christian in Gaza can suffer terribly because of war while also having experienced religious pressure under Hamas. 

Recognizing one reality does not require denying another. 

Yet much Western discussion of Palestinian Christians focuses overwhelmingly on their relationship with Israel. 

Palestinian Christians who criticize Israel receive substantial international attention, Christians who speak about 

Islamist radicalization, discrimination within Palestinian society or their experiences under Hamas are far less 

convenient. 

Their experiences deserve to be heard as well. 

Human rights cannot depend upon whether the victim's story fits somebody else's political narrative. 

Christians Should Not Be “Guests” in Their Own Homeland 

We value-your:privaayes in Naji’s testimony is the simplest: “guests.” 

Christians whase presence aals. Gaza stretches back almost two thot ‘date eM 's are not guests. Nor should their security 

This website, Oi, it3 IMI aBAlaNot ARIS LI REESE PATRON AL Gara AN. wo not power 
can opt out, ef, the, sale of your personal information . 

clicking on the "Do Not Sell or Share My Personal 
That principle extends far beyond Gaza. A healthy society does not merely tolerate its minorities. It regards them as 

Informationéatinterticipants whose history, identity and future are integral to the country itself. 

The survival of Christianity in the Middle East therefore cannot be measured by whether ancient churches remain 

standing. A church without worshippers is ultimately a monument. A Christian quarter without Christian families is 

eventually little more than a historical attraction. 

The real measure is whether Christian parents believe their children have a future there. 
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If the Christian population of Gaza has fallen from thousands to only a few hundred, the world should be asking why. 
And if testimony from within that community describes radicalization, intimidation and a growing sense of being 
strangers in their own ancient homeland, those voices deserve to be heard rather than ignored because they 

complicate the prevailin-ASrrative. 

Otherwise, one day WU Aicuurwnay 1A, (nttps://cu ItUrAVIAOrG) ans themselves 

exist primarily in photos is and history books. 

Footnotes 

SZ. Tttps-//www.christanpost.comy/volces where ane Hariteree: css! 

eee ee eee ee tte in-learn-from-gazas-christians.html) 

2. https://www.christianpost.com/news/christ alt shietitade ‘christianitys-birthplace.html 

(https://www.christianpost.com/news/christians-nearly-wiped-out-in-christianitys-birthplace.html) 7 
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About 
Mark Ginsberg (/about) 
Mark Ginsberg is a journalist, digital strategist and commentator covering technology, artificial intelligence and the forces 
shaping today's media and information landscape. Drawing on more than two decades of experience in digital marketing, along 
with a background in Jewish and Middle Eastern history ang ge¥@gAgy. he brings historical context and practical insight to his 
reporting and analysis. 
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Disinformation & Media Analysis 92 (/disinformation-media-analysis) Verified Evidence & Documentat 
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VERIFIED EVIDENCE & DOCUMENTATION (HTTPS://FACTSIGNAL.ORG/CATEGORY/VERIFIED-EVIDENCE- 
DOCUMENTATION) 

Britain Should Remember What Israel Has Done to Keep 
Britons Safe 

8 
SEPTEMBER 9, 2026 

As Britain adopts an increasingly punitive approach towards Israel, including 

restrictions on trade connected to Israeli communities in Judea and Samaria, there is 

another side of the relationship that receives remarkably little public attention. Israeli 

intelligence has helped protect British citizens from terrorism, Israeli technology has 

protected British soldiers on the battlefield, and the two countries continue to 

cooperate against threats from Iran and other extremist forces. Perhaps the most 

extraordinary example remained largely secret for years: Israeli intelligence 

reW MP AIHRY SHY PHINAGUthorities uncover three and a half tons of ammonium 

nitratevstackpiladthydtaey eal dhites:sdacksigaal.esg/verified-evidence- 
dagumeannationieezie chabs pause aframaidapges-shows-why-it-is-not-interested- 

inzgaaseinehén bondoselier sragtential<etuire attack. Before treating Israel 

ingneasingy' like an adversary, Britain should remember what having Israel as an ally 

has actually meant for British security. 
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9.1. Footnotes 

KEY TAKEAWAYS 

a) 
1 Israeli intelligence reportedly helped MI5 uncover ' approximately 3.5 tons of 

ammonium nitrate stockpiled by Hezbollah-linked operatives in London in 2015. 

2 Britain's Intelligence and Security Committee later said MI5 assessed the material had 

been stored as a contingency for a possible future Hezbollah or lranian-authorized 
(2] 

attack ~. 

3 The operation was kept largely secret from the British public and Parliament for years. 

4 Israeli intelligence also penetrated an ISIS bomb-making operation developing 

explosives disguised as laptop batteries, intelligence that contributed to aviation- 
[3] 

security measures adopted by Britain and the United States 

We value your privacy 

Fhis eachersade thanmes qaeceqnesdlewanniardaately 70,000 hours supporting “ British 

can dBtCRE OF Hakan Sapo dp desinamissiansisrasghing for roadside bombs. 

clicking on the "Do Not Sell or Share My Personal 

leforeation akeisraeli intelligence services continue cooperating against Iranian threats 

targeting Jews and dissidents in Britain. 

7 Britain has every righi to disagree wiih israeii governmeni policies, but treating Israel 

increasingly as an adversary while continuing to benefit from Israeli security 
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. LO) e x a 
cooperation creates a serious strategic contradiction. 

e VERIFIED SIGNAL UN OCHA corrected ide... 

ra’ | _ Ci hetettorststeekpile HiddeninLondon = 
The story sounds as though it belongs in Beirut or Tehran rather than northwest 

Disinformation & Media Analysis 92 (/disinformation-media-analysis) Verified Evidence & Documentat 

On September 30, 2015, MI5 and the Metropolitan Police searched five properties 

and discovered more than 20,000 disposable first-aid ice packs. Hidden inside them 

was approximately three and a half tons of ammonium nitrate, a chemical compound 

capable of being used to manufacture explosives. 

Britain's Intelligence and Security Committee subsequently disclosed that MI5 

assessed the material had been stockpiled by Hezbollah as a contingency for a 

possible future attack authorized by Hezbollah or Iran. 

The scale is extraordinary. 

This was not a handgun hidden in somebody's apartment or a small quantity of 

homemade explosives. Tons of potentially explosive material had been accumulated 

in Britain's capital by an organization that would later be proscribed in its entirety as 

a terrorist organization (https://factsignal.org/disinformation-media-analysis/hamas- 

unraveling-its-role-as-a-terrorist-organization) by the British government. 

According to reporting subsequently cited by The Jerusalem Post, the intelligence 

that initially alerted British authorities came from Israel's Mossad. 

British lives may have been saved because Israeli intelligence knew where MI5 

needed to look. 

The British Public Wasn’t Told 
We value your privacy 

FEE OTe e TTR SA TOS ae ee aa OS ata. You 
Tran-Stimeé chthrstee Dawe eaxncerbiifaneeHenky secretary Theresa May were 

repo nnitrorrrdica bale thea Gi Sooke Parliament was not. 
Information" link. 

When Britain finally moved to proscribe Hezbollah in its entirety in 2019, then-home 

secretary Sajid Javid referred to secret intelligence that could not be publicly 

disclosed. Yet MPs debating the organization were apparently unaware of the 
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extraordinary Hezbollah stockpile that had been discovered in their own capital 
. e VERIFIED SIGNAL UN OCHA corrected ide... 

years earlier. 

Es hedeler pi We Ory etter ed gradually. The Daily Telegraph reported the story in — 
-//tactsignal.or = 

OMGNile ritai’s fintelfigence and Security Committee formally disclosed details 

of “Operation CARAWAY" in-its 2025 report-on Iran. 

Pe Sree PURSE AY 2giinidte FELONS TRUAGEMEE SBRAUHTENs rentain Seerseree § Pocumentat 
Revealing sources and methods can endanger lives and destroy intelligence 

capabilities. 

But secrecy creates another problem. 

The British public sees every diplomatic disagreement with Israel. It sees 

settlements, Gaza, ministerial statements, sanctions and condemnations. 

What it rarely sees is the Israeli intelligence quietly helping to keep Britons alive. 

Israel’s Contribution Goes Far Beyond One 

Hezbollah Plot 

The London operation is particularly dramatic, but it is not an isolated example of 

what Israel contributes to Western security. 

In 2017, Israeli intelligence penetrated an ISIS cell in Syria that was reportedly 

developing explosives disguised as laptop batteries. The intelligence contributed to 

decisions by the United States and Britain to restrict laptops in aircraft cabins on 

certain routes. 

Israel also contributed directly to protecting British soldiers in Afghanistan. 

Israeli-made Hermes 450 unmanned aircraft were used by the British Army for 

Reconnaissance ton 20ur According to the Jerusalem Post account, they had 

accumulated around HESS flying hours by 2013, with missions including searching 

fottoadbate bom bsrbetoretBritistotroopssendolaktered them. 

can opt out of the sale of your personal information by 

THREE GAMRLEBSNASINSG Ral NAaws.ghane relationship. 

IsHSEA TRAE sittply another small Middle Eastern 

(https://factsignal.org/disinformation-media-analysis/israels-middle-eastern-story- 

why-food-has-become-a-battlefield-in-the-war-over-history) country requesting 
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diplomatic support from Britain. It is an intelligence, military and technological power 
a _¢ VERIFIED SIGNAL UN OCHAcorrected ide... . : 

whose capabilities provide tangible security benefits to the United Kingdom and the 

wee West. 

cp FACT (https://factsignal.org) 
_ 

The Iranian Threat Is Already in Britain 
Disinformation & Media Analysis 92 (/disinformation-media-analysis) Verified Evidence & Documentat 

Thic canneratinn ic arquahh: hacgomina mora imnortant rathar than lace pre COCPOrauon 1S Gr Guaniy COC Cri Gg tre Mp OCH Sante PASC! Siihatt rouus 

Iran's confrontation with Israel does not remain within the Middle East. British 

authorities have repeatedly warned about Iranian-linked threats on British soil, 

including plots targeting dissidents and other perceived enemies of Tehran. 

Israeli intelligence possesses decades of experience monitoring Iran 

(https://factsignal.org/iran/iran-may-already-be-rebuilding-its-nuclear-program- 

the-world-cannot-afford-complacency), Hezbollah and other Iranian proxies. Its 

understanding of their leadership, networks, financing, weapons programs and 

international operations provides capabilities few Western countries can replicate 

independently. 

According to the Jerusalem Post, British and Israeli services are cooperating this 

year against Iranian operations targeting Jews and dissidents inside Britain. 

This makes the deterioration in political relations particularly paradoxical. 

At precisely the moment Britain faces growing threats from Iran and its proxies, 

London is escalating measures against one of the countries possessing the greatest 

intelligence capabilities for identifying those threats. 

Britain Ils Entitled to Disagree With Israel 

None of this means Britain must agree with every Israeli government decision. 

We value your privac 
Allies disagree. P y 

This website or its third-party tools process personal data. You 

Britain GAR CRROSS IS LAGU UF RARE TAO it idn Ifyean criticize Israeli policy in Judea 

ANG RAP Shlthdt GANA SHPoMeHa ed RY BAlEIMEPVEr Gaza, settlements or the peace 

PIP G&RRtion" link. 

Israel and Britain are sovereign democracies with their own interests and policies. 
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But there is an enormous difference between disagreement among allies and 
_ ¢ VERIFIED SIGNAL da OCHA corrected ide.. 

gradually redefining an ally as a country deserving punishment, sanctions and 

isolation. 

FACT —_ 
- htt factsig nal.or = 

iSIGNAbcIae i as restrict ia connected with Israeli settlements 

(https://factsignal.org/disinformation-media-analysis/israeli-settlements-exploring- 

DishhGHAANSIPEXTLARAI UA ENP PaILTRBERSRIT-RMagAANees FetaplnRtdARIMLHGE & Documentat 
relationship. At the same time, calls have emerged for Britain to go further and 

suspend intelligence cooperation with Israel. 

That would be an extraordinary act of strategic self-harm. 

It is easy to advocate ending intelligence cooperation when the intelligence itself is 

secret. The people making that argument do not know which terrorist plots Israeli 

information has disrupted, which Iranian operations it has exposed or which future 

threats are currently being monitored. 

That is precisely the point. 

Intelligence cooperation is most successful when the public never discovers why it 

was necessary. 

Israel ls an Asset to Britain 

The debate also reflects a wider misunderstanding of Israel's relationship with 

Western countries. 

Israel is frequently discussed as though the relationship consists primarily of 

Western countries helping Israel. 

The reality is considerably more reciprocal. 

Israel provides intelligence about terrorism, Iran and regional military developments. 

It Weelabad gtenrptrivaoplogies subsequently used by Western armed forces. Its 

military confronts organizations that openly regard Britain, America and Europe as 
This website or its third-party tools process personal data. You 

enemies alongside Israel. its cyber and security capabilities help identify threats far 
can opt out of the sale of your personal information by 

beyond its borders 
clicking on the "Do Not Sell or Share My Personal 

IstaéirchetentHiese things while maintaining one of the region’s most capable 

intelligence communities and militaries largely at its own expense. 

The London Hezbollah case provides a remarkably concrete example of what that 

means. 
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British authorities did not discover the stockpile because Hezbollah voluntarily 
; . e VERIFIED SIGNAL UN ‘ont eescit ide... F 

disclosed it. They reportedly knew where to look because an ally thousands of miles 

ony possessed intelligence Britain needed. 
FACT 

rig) SIGNA 

Allies Should Not Be Taken for Granted 
Disinformation & Media Analysis 92 (/disinformation-media-analysis) Verified Evidence & Documentat 

L (https://factsignal.org) = 

Thara ic alen a hacic nrincinla of intarnatignal ralatinne that Britain ricke forgetting: roereors SPSS Cr GO tri tae or san PIOIRe FOP GUM Ige 

cooperation depends upon reciprocity. 

Israel shares intelligence with Britain because the two countries have historically 

understood themselves as partners confronting many of the same threats. 

But intelligence sharing is not an entitlement. 

Israel is under no obligation to devote intelligence resources, expose capabilities or 

potentially compromise sources in order to protect a government that 

simultaneously seeks to impose increasingly punitive measures against it. 

This does not mean Israel should recklessly terminate intelligence cooperation. 

Britain remains an important country and a member of the Five Eyes intelligence 

alliance, and both sides benefit from their security relationship. 

But neither should London assume that cooperation exists independently of the 

wider relationship. 

Alliances survive because both countries believe the other behaves like an ally. 

Britain Should Decide What Kind of 

Relationship It Wants 

Britain therefore faces a choice considerably larger than whether goods produced in 

Isai ValueryOHs PXBLAGYnter the country. 

It THUSMeRSE RR HBW TE aNvgaetaEecess Personal data, You 
can opt out of the sale of your personal information by 

Is gceaahademassanis secdshapantrersihpse intelligence helps protect British 

citi#ensatramiiniezbollah, ISIS and Iranian terrorism? Or is it increasingly an 

international pariah to be sanctioned, isolated and punished? 

Attempting to maintain both positions indefinitely will become increasingly difficult. 
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Britain does not have to agree with Israel about everything. Genuine allies rarely do. 
. e VERIFIED SIGNAL UN OCHA corrected ide... 3 

But disagreements should occur within a relationship that recognizes the enormous 

we esc value each side provides the other. 

mp FACT (ptt s://factsignal.org) ) . . 
h&I@WdeLa halt tons of Ammonium nitrate hidden in London should concentrate 

minds. 

PSS TERRE PRS US BM Elin int GARE BUTERA BAL HFclals KNW RSL OTe EHR men 
the public ever will about what Israeli intelligence has provided and which lives may 

have been saved as a consequence. 

Britain's politicians should remember that when deciding how far they want the 

confrontation with Jerusalem to go. 

Because the value of an intelligence ally is rarely measured by the attacks that 

happen. 

It is measured by the attacks that never do. 

FOOTNOTES 

1 https://www.jpost.com/opinion/article-907973 

(https://www.jpost.com/opinion/article-907973) 7 

2 https://www.timesofisrael.com/uk-said-to-have-covered-up-fact-it- 

foiled-2015-hezbollah-bomb-plot-near-london/ 

(https://www.timesofisrael.com/uk-said-to-have-covered-up-fact-it- 

foiled-2015-hezbollah-bomb-plot-near-london/) 7 

We value your privacy 
3 https://allyvia.org/alliance/ (https://allyvia.org/alliance/) 7 
This website or its third-party tools process personal data. You 

can opt out of the sale of your personal information by 

Gickihttps Havwomisregidefensevcoddeninode/21788 
Infortttips: /MMww.israeldefense.co.il/en/node/21788) + 

5 https://allyvia.org/security-leaders/ (https://allyvia.org/security-leaders/) 
aN 

I 
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From Israeli Laboratory to Lives Around the World 

7.1. Footnotes 

An Israeli preakthrou h could fundamentally change how one of the world’s deadliest cancers 

is detected and treatéd. Redearcheys at Tel Aviv University, working with Israeli medical 

(https://inthivwsbopecnrty Héelthesndanttanecensmeveniohdatedieal-devices-and-biotech/) 

centers anehbiptecitnblbgyax pévey hevvecteVisliqnmdtipsibyple blood test that costs around $60 

and was abt&éita dette Beko tetay elm My@eamedrs in a peer-reviewed study. By potentially 

replacing laspermioe BINA sequencing with a comparatively simple test, the technology could 

make cancer detection faster, cheaper and far more accessible around the world. It is another 

example Gadabhah ab ober Mnitpsoneatersessine org/innovation-impact-on- 

america/boosting-us-industries/) addressing a challenge that affects millions of people 1) 

regardless of nationality, religion or geography. 
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Key Takeaways 

¢ Israeli researchers have developed” a blood test costing approximately $60 that 

detected 93% of stage 2-4 lung cancers in an initial study. 

¢ The test correctly ruled out cancer (https://innovascope.org/israeli-innovation-offers- 

new-hope-against-one-of-the-most-aggressive-forms-of-breast-cancer/) in 90% of the 

healthy control group. 

¢ Rather than relying on expensive DNA sequencing, the technology” identifies chemical 

changes in fragments of DNA circulating in the bloodstream. 

* The research” involved Tel Aviv University, JaxBio Technologies, Bnai Zion Medical 

Center and Sheba Medical Center (https://innovascope.org/a-medical-first-in-israel-3d- 

printed-bone-implant-restores-hope-after-severe-injury/). 

¢ Researchers ultimately hope the technology (https://innovascope.org/saving-lives- 

beyond-borders-how-israeli-innovation-continues-to-transform-global-healthcare/) could 

be incorporated into routine blood testing, potentially making cancer screening 

accessible even in countries with limited healthcare infrastructure. 

¢ A larger clinical trial is underway in Israel and Europe, while an important remaining 

challenge is demonstrating effectiveness at stage 1, when the potential for curative 

treatment (https://innovascope.org/how-innovation-partnerships-address-global- 

challenges-in-health-food/) is greatest. 

A $60 Test That Could Make a Major 
Difference 

One of the most remarkable aspects of the Israeli development is its simplicity. Modern 

cancer diagnostics can involve highly sophisticated and expensive genetic sequencing, 

limiting their accessibility, particularly in poorer countries. The Israeli researchers have instead 

developed a glass chip that analyzes chemical changes in fragments of DNA found in a 

patient's bloodstream. 

The DNA fragments are chemically labeled so that they emit fluorescent light. The resulting 

pattern oVVe. Value yor s 5WaS¥putationally analyzed for the biological fingerprint 

associatethwitlelving cancer PpaftyYwed peesteinsohdeliAviwdiniversity’s School of Chemistry 

describectthe pesultingigridiamteseanpaingal tiyrRBtieada, 

clicking on the "Do Not Sell or Share My Personal ; 
That comparatively simple approach could be transformative because the researchers 

nformation” link. 

estimate the blood test costs only around $60. Ebenstein said one of the objectives is 

specifically to create a technology suitable for lower-income countries where sophisticated 

diagnostic infrastructure may not be readily available. 
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Tackling the World's Deadliest Cancer 

The potential importance becomes clear when considering the scale of the disease. Lung 

cancer is the world’s leading cause of cancer-related deaths, responsible for an estimated 1.8 

million deaths annually. One of the principal reasons it remains so deadly is that patients 

frequently do not realize they have the disease until it has reached an advanced stage. 

Early lung cancer can produce few obvious symptoms. By the time symptoms such as 

coughing blood or shortness of breath become serious enough to send someone to hospital, 

the cancer may already have spread. Dr. Abed Agbarya, director of oncology at Bnai Zion 

Medical Center and the study’s lead author and principal clinical researcher, said as many as 

60% of patients are diagnosed only at an advanced stage. 

The difference between early and late detection can be enormous. Discovering lung cancer 

sufficiently early can make surgery possible and dramatically improve the prospects for 

successful treatment. This is why an inexpensive blood test that could eventually become part 

of routine screening is potentially so significant. 

The Results Are Extremely Promising 

The initial peer-reviewed research involved 103 participants. The test successfully identified 

93% of stage 2-4 lung cancers and correctly ruled out the disease in 90% of healthy controls. It 

was also able to distinguish between the two principal forms of lung cancer examined by the 

researchers: adenocarcinoma and squamous cell carcinoma. 

These are highly encouraging results, although the researchers themselves recognize that 

considerably more work is required before the test could become a routine clinical tool. 

A larger trial is already underway at several hospitals in Israel and Europe and is expected to 

conclude by mid-2027. Researchers are testing the technology across a larger patient 

population and examining its potential for monitoring patients during treatment. 

Perhaps the most important next objective is stage 1 lung cancer. Dr. Ari Raphael, head of 

translation PovaHS YOUR BEVACY cal Center’s Davidoff Cancer Center, who was not 

involved iMtibeveesaratitschhecribed, tee ispacteapprcach dstageowinely clever,’ but emphasized 

that demeasisating eflideleatketegtiorpatsstaymfbmwiltoe oyucial. That is the point at which 

treatmentchdénthergreatestipatsatial tocurdytirercisaase. 

Information" link. 
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Israeli Cooperation Behind the Breakthrough 

The story also demonstrates one of the strengths of Israel's innovation ecosystem: the ability 

to connect researchers, clinicians, entrepreneurs and hospitals and rapidly turn scientific 

ideas into potentially practical medical technologies. 

The project brought together Tel Aviv University's School of Chemistry, JaxBio Technologies, 

Bnai Zion Medical Center and Sheba Medical Center. Agbarya and Ebenstein themselves were 

connected through Israel's 8400 Health Network, which brings together hundreds of 

researchers, clinicians and executives from the country’s health-tech and biotechnology 

sectors. 

There is another dimension to the collaboration that deserves attention. Agbarya, an Arab- 

Israeli oncologist, was motivated in part by the devastating prevalence of lung cancer among 

Arab men in Israel, where smoking rates remain particularly high. Ebenstein, meanwhile, 

became interested in cancer detection after his stepfather was diagnosed with an early form 

of multiple myeloma. 

Their partnership is a reminder of an Israel that is rarely reflected in international headlines: 

Jewish and Arab scientists and doctors working together to solve medical problems that 

affect both their communities and potentially millions of people far beyond Israel's borders. 

Israeli Innovation With Global Reach 

Israel's contribution to global medicine has never been limited by the country's small 

population or geography. Israeli scientists (https://innovascope.org/israeli-science-how- 

breakthrough-research-from-jerusalem-is-improving-lives-worldwide/), universities, hospitals 

and companies have developed technologies across medical imaging, pharmaceuticals, 

emergency medicine, digital health, surgical equipment and disease diagnosis. 

This new lung-cancer test belongs to that wider story. 

Its greatest potential may ultimately lie thousands of miles from Israel. A diagnostic 
Wwe value your Privacy : : : : 

technology that requires nefther extremely expensive sequencing nor extensive medical 

infrastructutevashsick be iparticiiestyvabiabledesdevatapingpeovatries, where sophisticated 

cancer screenjris oftea takosiessibbetalaitgefaecitamesbyf the population. 

_ Clicking on the "Do Not Sell or Share My Personal : ; ; 
Ebenstein hopes the, feghnology might eventually become simple enough to integrate into 

routine blood tests. If subsequent clinical trials validate that ambition, someone undergoing 

an ordinary blood test could potentially be alerted to cancer before symptoms appear and 

while treatment still has the best chance of succeeding. 
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From Israeli Laboratory to Lives Around the 
World 

There is still along road between a promising study involving just over 100 participants and a 

diagnostic test routinely used by healthcare systems around the world. Larger trials must 

confirm the results, stage 1 detection remains a crucial hurdle, and regulatory approval would 

eventually be required. 

But that should not diminish what Israeli researchers have already achieved. 

They have demonstrated a potentially inexpensive and relatively simple method of identifying 

one of humanity's deadliest diseases with impressive accuracy. More importantly, they have 

created a platform that could eventually make sophisticated cancer detection available to 

people for whom today’s technologies are simply too expensive or inaccessible. 

For a country of fewer than 11 million people, Israel continues to make contributions to 

science and medicine whose impact extends far beyond its borders. If this technology fulfills 

its promise, a $60 Israeli blood test could ultimately help save lives from Tel Aviv and Haifa to 

communities across the developing world. 

That is Israeli innovation at its best: taking world-class science and turning it towards solving 

problems shared by all humanity. 

Footnotes 

1. https://www.timesofisrael.com/60-israeli-blood-test-can-detect-stage-2-4-lung-cancer- 

with-93-accuracy-study-shows/ (https://www.timesofisrael.com/60-israeli-blood-test-can- 

detect-stage-2-4-lung-cancer-with-93-accuracy-study-shows/) f 

2. https://commersant.ge/en/news/society/60-israeli-blood-test-can-detect-stage-2-4-lung- 

cancer-with-93-accuracy-study-shows (httns://commersant.ge/en/news/society/60-israeli- 

blood Age cae -detect-stage-2-4-lung-cancer-with-93-accuracy-study-shows) Tf 
We value your privac y 

3. htips://scitechdaily.com/new-60-blood-test-detects-lung-cancer-without-costly-dna- 

sequen@iny?{Htede: SEE RUAN PACU) AGE OS BRS RSP @etects-lung-cancer-without- 
costly @naeequieridhys9'e ef your personal information by 

clicking on the "Do Not Sell or Share My Personal 

Information" link. 
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Unpacking the Muslim Brotherhood’s Influence in the 
United States 
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By the late 1950s, Muslim Brotherhood (https://factsignal.org/verified-evidence- 

documentation/how-qatar-empowers-the-muslim-brotherhood-key-evidence- 

revealed) activists had begun building a lasting presence in the United States. But 

that presence did not usually take the form of a single, openly branded American 

branch. instead, it developed through student associations, charities, advocacy 

SH VARS YSUH SWAP: and religious organizations - making the line between 

historical influence and current affiliation difficult to assess. 
This website or its third-party tools process personal data. You 

The Mpshn Bretherbepsin beadinitea tates is therefore best examined through 

reeQids BRderabSaurcarocerdings pte, 1491 “Explanatory Memorandum,” 

congressignal,iestimony, academic research, and the prosecution of the Holy Land 

Foundation (HLF) provide different views of how the network developed. The HLF 

Case ioeSArGIstNrsignifigetannrsecdtors linked the Brotherhood’s Palestine 

Committee to Hamas-related fundraising and secured convictions involving 

approximately $12.4 million in support. 

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 09/09/2026 9:30:01 PM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 09/09/2026 9:30:01 PM 

The sections ahead trace the Brotherhood's origins and organizational networks, 
oo. . e VERIFIED SIGNAL UN OCHA corrected oP bon it ; 

assess its ideological framework and impact on American Muslim life, and examine 

he documented relationship with Hamas. They also distinguish past activity from 

=r QRetatipns/fexralginandrymembership claims remain contested, and consider = 

QO nat recent scholarship and public debates indicate about the movement's future. 
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The Muslim Brotherhood was founded in Egypt in 1928 as a religious and political 

movement focused on Islamic social organization. Its origins, Islamist ideas, social 

expansion, and political rise are outlined in our background on the Muslim 

Brotherhood's origins and impact (https://factsignal.org/comparative-terrorism- 

studies). Its presence in the United States developed later, largely through 

radicalized students, scholars, and activists who arrived for education, professional 

opportunities, or refuge. Some had connections to Brotherhood-oriented networks, 

but that did not make every institution they joined a formal branch. 

By the late 1950s and early 1960s, these radicalized immigrants were instrumental in 

establishing mosques, student associations, and community organizations. The 

Muslim Student Association, founded in 1963 by international Muslim students, 

became a critical early network on American campuses. Historians and 

organizational histories have connected some founders and later leaders to 

Brotherhood-associated ideas, while also documenting participation from Muslims 

with diverse national and theological backgrounds. 

Over time, these networks facilitated religious education, publishing, youth 

activities, and civic engagement. The Islamic Society of North America, established 

in the 1980s through organization ties to the earlier student movement, is frequently 

discussed in this context. This history necessitates a clear distinction between 

ideological influence, personal affiliation, and formal organizational control - 

categories that remain essential for assessing later public debate about the 

Brotherhood's role in the United States. 

We value your privacy 

This website or its third-party tools process personal data. You 

can opt out of the sale of your personal information by 

clicking on the "Do Not Sell or Share My Personal 

Information" link. 
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Key Organizations.Affiliated.with the 
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Muslim American Society 

Disinfoamation fn Matiahealsso let (WnaepinAteenagiademalned in hivesiied FagrnagkpPocumentat 

aiid feseaich as having roots Connected to Muslin Brothernoocd figures who 

established or influenced the organization in the United States. Our investigation of 

the Muslim Brotherhood's origins and expansion (https://factsignal.org/media- 

tracker) explains that the movement began in Egypt before developing social, 

religious, and political networks abroad. This background informs why observers 

examine MAS when tracing the Brotherhood's transmission into American Muslim 

institutions. 

The relevant question is whether records indicate organizational control, continuing 

coordination, or merely intellectual and personal lineage. Public descriptions of MAS 

emphasize religious education, community programs, and civic participation, while 

critics focus on reported founding connections. These claims should remain distinct 

and not be treated as interchangeable. 

Council on American-Islamic Relations 

The Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR) has also been explored in 

connection with radical individuals and institutions linked to the Brotherhood's 

broader American network. Historical accounts commonly discuss its early ties to 

the Islamic Association for Palestine and activists involved in Palestinian and Islamist 

organizing. CAIR presents itself as a civil rights and advocacy organization, 

disputing claims of Brotherhood control. 

The evidence supports a different understanding and some founders, affiliates, or 

predecessor institutions have documented relationships with networks linked to the 

prblgevAalyg your Privacy 
This website or its third-party tools process personal data. You 

can opt out of the sale of your personal information by 

Evidence fromsthe Holy Land Foundation 
CxS tion" link. 

The Holy Land Foundation (HLF) prosecution offered significant insights into how 

federal prosecutors characterized the Muslim Brotherhood's organizational 

presence in the United States. Founded in 1989, HLF emerged as a major U.S. 
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charity supporting Palestinian causes. In December 2001, the Treasury Department 
e VERIFIED SIGNAL UN OCHA corrected igen. 

designated it as a terrorist financier and froze its assets, alleging that funds reached 

amas, which the organization denied knowingly supporting. 

FACT tos://factsignal.or: 
"D usienne- O88 flack Po ors presented internal documents, 

correspondence, financial records, and testimony regarding the Palestine 

Dis hrf QPMDHISR  nteDRtMRifshheysa S58 LNA ARR SHTcUR otha hep d-relatan PETE GA An Bocumentat 
fundraising activities in the United States. They showed that HLF operated within 

this structure and that charitable transfers to Palestinian organizations ultimately 

supported Hamas. In November 2008, the jury convicted five former HLF leaders of 

providing material support to Hamas (https://factsignal.org/comparative-terrorism- 

studies/state-sponsors-iran-qatar-and-turkey), leading federal courts to impose 

lengthy prison sentences. The broader context is also reflected in international 

designations and financial restrictions involving Hamas 

(https://factsignal.org/verified-evidence-and-documentation/global-terror- 

designations), including measures mandating institutions to freeze assets and report 

suspicious transfers. This case is significant as it linked a charity, radical Islamist 

advocacy organizations, and overseas beneficiaries through documented records. 

Critics have argued that the government conflated lawful Muslim institutions and 

treated association as sufficient proof of operational control. However, the 

convictions established criminal liability for the individual defendants based on trial 

evidence, rather than issuing a blanket legal judgment about American Muslim 

organizations. Consequently, the HLF record supports a more nuanced conclusion: 

some U.S.-based actors were linked through a documented network, while the 

scope and implications of those relationships necessitate careful, institution- 

specific analysis. 

The Palestine Committee’s Role in 

Brotherhood Activities 
We value your privacy 

ne Palestine Committee functioned as a coordinating structure within the Muslim 
bis wel pbsite aaa s rd-party tools process personal rai You 

Brot ped Ss hr American i elis accor ing to internal documents introduced 
uy opp f the aH of your p¢ engl AY formation by 

int 1s eral prosecution of t Land oundation. Its central concern was 
lickin on the " ve Not,Sell or are M aroha 

baile in oltica and financial SUPPO or the Palestinian cause, particularly through 
nf orma ion" 

organizations Kat could operate publicly in the United States. 

A key source is the 1991 Explanatory Memorandum, attributed to Mohamed Akram 

and later admitted as evidence in the Holy Land Foundation case. The document 

described a long-term effort to establish an organized presence in North America 
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through committees and affiliated entities handling fundraising, messaging, 
e VERIFIED SIGNAL UN OCHAcorr ce pohse . . 

research, and outreach. The record also connected the alestine Committee to 

roups such as the Holy Land Foundation and the Islamic Association for Palestine, 

- Efi Felationphinsachanaed ayer time. For broader context on how later => 

nvestigations have traced Palestinian terrorist financing and international responses 

(https://factsignal.org/verified-evidence-documentation/international-responses- 

Disipformatiqeddliediagtnalysis ti teliddiainterneations aediaouralweterrorisvAiedsyinegce & Documentat 
Waa ae Oe cee TE ee eC See 5 eR! ET ee AO, a ee, ee) Tee 
(iittps.//Ta isignal.org/nistoi y-timeline/international-i SpOMSES-aiid-Saiictiois). 

This structure mattered because it separated functions. A charity could raise money, 

a media organization could shape narratives, and a research or advocacy group 

could present political arguments. The documented coordination indicates that 

fundraising and propaganda were treated as related parts of a broader strategy 

rather than isolated activities. 

Influence of the 19911 Explanatory 

Memorandum 

The 1991 Explanatory Memorandum is significant as it articulates the Muslim 

Brotherhood's perceived objectives in North America. Attributed to Mohamed 

Akram, associated with the Brotherhood's U.S. network, it was introduced as 

evidence during the 2008 HLF trial. The document's provenance and interpretation 

remain contentious, but it is recognized in the court record as an internal document 

rather than a public policy declaration. 

The memorandum outlines a long-term initiative to establish an organized presence 

throughout the United States and Canada, uniting institutions, associations, and 

support networks under a broader ideological project. This language implies that the 

development of fundamentalist organizational structures was not merely confined to 

local community efforts, but was also integral to a wider strategic agenda. This 

novien watiad yo ihesrivadgr regional analysis presented in our documented 

examination of Muslim Brotherhood origins, state support, and political influence 
This psite or its potrds ary eols process coral ile You . oe 

(https:/7 actsignal ‘orgive ified-evidence-and-documentation), which juxtaposes 
¢an opt out of the sale of your personal information b' 

evidence from various Countries and institutions. 
clicking on the "Do Not Sell or Share My Personal 

Information" link. 
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Cb ban Failiation | Is rare a simple matter of shared names, platforms, or 

public-cooperation. Some groups were founded by individuals previously influenced 

Dishyothariislinedtratkayaoos: yeldlateronevelonsresrparaiy dander shapriLecaliquiesii @cumentat 
and institutional identities. 

The distinction between formal membership, ideological affinity, and practical 

cooperation is essential. An individual may support Brotherhood-associated ideas 

without formally joining such an organization. Similarly, a charity, student 

association, or political group may collaborate with related actors on specific issues 

while pursuing an independent mission. As discussed in our analysis of 

organizational ties within activist networks (https://factsignal.org/blog/what-the- 

gaza-flotilla-sex-scandal-reveals-about-the-radical-activist-networks-behind-it), 

weak or opaque leadership can complicate accountability and obscure who directs 

activities. Shared events or language therefore indicate contact, not necessarily 

control. 

The Brotherhood and Its Ideological Framework 

The Muslim Brotherhood presented Islam as a comprehensive fundamentalist 

framework for personal conduct, social reform, and political life. As our overview of 

the Muslim Brotherhood's origins and impact (https://factsignal.org/) explains, its 

early expansion combined religious education, charitable activity, moral discipline, 

and resistance to foreign influence. The movement operated through preaching and 

organized social institutions, rather than treating religious belief and public policy as 

separate spheres. 

Core Principles and Intellectual Development 

The ouiab ged privgepentalist ideas have evolved sirice its founding. Al-Banna's 

emphasis on gradual social renewal provided a broad organizational foundation, 

WHits PRB ehh RS Si ARABS Ss RIRISSURE SATGHIR ALY political sovereignty, social 

injePer ees whatihe SeiMaH Peery WATE YAIR could be challenged. Qutb’s 

MANGES RRB NSESA! 5642'S OaPAETAUential among certain Islamist currents, 

thoviginAdcmte?bretation and political application varied. The organization's changing 

social reach and political ascent reflect adaptations across different national 

contexts. 
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Continuity, Adaptation, and Organizational Differences 
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This distinction clarifies how modern Muslim organizations can exhibit ideological 

Oppeuity while remaining distinct. Some have adopted the Brotherhood's extremist 

a SIGDNAdy BROT ass NRE stamist ideologies. For instance, Hamas emerged 

from the Palestinian branch of the Brotherhood in the 1980s, yet its terrorism and 

DishRIHGALA RI MEULTSNARESA YURNFOP AMEE ARS BRURG al Papelifed 20 GHA UA cumentat 
have drawn on affiliated educational or social networks while pursuing different 

strategies, including electoral politics or community service. 

The historical record thus indicates continuity in principles such as organized 

radical religious activism and the merging of social and political concerns, while also 

showcasing some transformation. Current affiliations, policy positions, and 

behaviors should be evaluated by organization and context, rather than being 

extrapolated from a shared label. This approach prevents both the underestimation 

of the Brotherhood's influence and the oversimplification of diverse movements into 

a singular entity. 

Impact of the Brotherhood’s Organizations 

on American Muslim Life 

In the United States, the Brotherhood's legacy is most visible not through a single 

national organization, but through debates about institutions that represent, 

educate, and advocate for Muslim communities. As our investigation of the Muslim 

Brotherhood's origins and impact (https://factsignal.org/blog) explains, its 

documented strategy developed through fundamentalist activism, education, social 

services, elections, and civil-society networks rather than a uniform pattern of 

violence, according to Cognitura’'s account of its institutional approach. That 

distinction matters when assessing influence in American Muslim life. 

ISNA and CAIR illustrate the complexity. Both play significant roles in Muslim 

relaieee CviMoandadvacacy life, while their connections to the Brotherhood remain 

cofttested ite agnituna'paligcuslsipia et Brotoeshdaal fiuked networks ia presents these 

aseociptionsaéthpasieof gowidercrebaterraktionugh the evidence is quite strong. 

clicking on the "Do Not Sell or Share My Personal 
For institutions, the practical question is specific: what do governing documents, 

public statements, financial records, partnerships, and programs show? A careful 

assessment should separate documented actions from expert commentary 

(https://factsignal.org/disinformation-media-analysis/examining-the-controversy- 

Of-GaZas-Civilian-deati-toll) and public Claims, while avoiding treatment of 

American Muslims as a single political constituency. The evidence supports 
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examining how networks seek legitimacy through community service and 
e VERIFIED SIGNAL N OCHA corrected ide. 

representation, but does not establish uniform control over American Muslim life. 

his approach identifies ideological influence without equating ordinary religious 

= a bitipationthetive:peditiemjrextaynism, though if the latter proves true, it warrants 

crutiny. 

Disinformation & Media Analysis 92 (/disinformation-media-analysis) Verified Evidence & Documentat 
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Brotherhood and Hamas 

Hamas emerged in Gaza during the first intifada in 1987, drawing much of its early 

leadership and organizational structure from the Palestinian branch of the Muslim 

Brotherhood. Its 1988 charter described Hamas as a wing of the Brotherhood in 

Palestine, while emphasizing armed resistance and the establishment of an Islamic 

society as fundamental objectives. As our history of Hamas's origins and ideology 

(https://factsignal.org/history-timeline/hamass-origins-and-ideology) outlines, this 

agenda integrated radical Islamism, antisemitism, and militant nationalism, along 

with a rejection of a political settlement recognizing Israel. 

Hamas developed its own institutions, leadership, military apparatus, and political 

strategies. Its founding ideology also helped to differentiate Hamas from broader 

Brotherhood activism by placing terrorism and opposition to Israel's existence at the 

core of its identity. 

The Palestine Committee played a pivotal role in fundraising and logistical support in 

Europe and North America. According to the U.S. Treasury, individuals and 

organizations linked to the committee assisted in raising funds for Hamas and 

sustaining a support network. Such designations inform about governmental agency 

positions, yet they should be interpreted alongside court records, organizational 

documents, and financial investigations. 

Brotherhood Eone 3 provided a foundational framework for fundamentalist 
e value ur priva acy 

religious acti isin al organization; Hamas adapted that framework 

(hftpsyAtadcesog hatlord(risydog!tipnelese peacoat dacritgias-and-ideology) to fit 

Patastipiantrditiionalis nf yremportatat oféltioétiandyterrorism. Hamas originated from 

Brotterhoothacivisnt filitedSvelobePéramad distinct movement. 

Information" link. 
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Institutional influence and public debate 
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in networks linking Tundamentalist religious Education, Charities, Media, Community 

institutions, and political activity. An analysis of the movement's revival argues that 

this decentralized infrastructure survived major setbacks and still supports 

adaptation across the Middle East, Europe, and North America. The Cognitura 

analysis of the Brotherhood's rebuilding” presents this continuity as a reason the 

movement should not be assessed only through electoral performance. 

Media belongs in that assessment because narratives increasingly function as 

strategic tools, shaping how audiences interpret conflicts, alliances, and regional 

power. Our analysis of Qatar's competing public and regional messaging 

(https://factsignal.org/blog/qatars-double-game-publicly-embracing-america- 

while-privately-trumpeting-tehran) shows why television, newspapers, and digital 

platforms may influence foreign-policy perceptions, not merely reflect domestic 

debate. 

That distinction also matters in the United States. Religious representation, civic 

participation, and advocacy are not evidence of Brotherhood direction by 

themselves. The relevant question is whether institutions, leaders, funding 

arrangements, media narratives, or public statements document an ideological or 

organizational connection. Without such evidence, broad claims about American 

Muslim communities risk replacing analysis with collective suspicion. 

Some allegations illustrate the difficulty. A disturbing article citing an ISGAP report 

claims Qatar-linked funding has affected universities and that the Muslim Students 

Association operates on more than 600 campuses. The article's account of Qatari 

fuMVnyalne aconpuarivagorks makes serious assertions and it is crucial to 

eStAR NSO SHS URRCHARG WER STNTAR HTPLBeRSA"OUP advances Brotherhood 
obs scuyesat of the sale of your personal information by 

clicking on the "Do Not Sell or Share My Personal 

Information" link. 
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eobaNAblysis presents Americar Muslim life as diverse, rather than as a single 

structure directed by the Muslim Brotherhood. Some organizations may have 
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others developed indenendently. That distinction matters because affiliation, shared 

vocabulary, or participation in the same civic space does not establish common 

leadership, as noted in reporting on the Brotherhood's activity in the West". Related 

research on Hamas and al-Qaeda's shared ideological roots 

(https://factsignal.org/comparative-terrorism-studies/hamas-and-al-qaeda-shared- 

ideology-divergent-fronts) also emphasizes the importance of distinguishing 

common origins from identical structures, tactics, or aims. 

The central scholarly question involves how influence is demonstrated. Analysts 

describe gradual fundamentalist activity through education, charities, political 

participation, and civil-society organizations. 

Foreign funding introduces a separate, measurable inquiry. The U.S. Department of 

Education's Section 117 disclosures require reporting of certain foreign gifts and 

contracts, and reported higher-education filings for 2025" identified Qatar as the 

largest foreign source, with more than $1.1 billion. A thorough review of recipients, 

purposes, governance terms, and resulting programs is necessary to establish proof 

of the Brotherhood's fundamentalist influence in America. 

Key Takeaways Regarding the 

Brotherhood’s American Narrative 

the 
ne 

Thea i eer. Pn es 
it ié available evidence show Brotherhood has had an established 

orate van" ye benaiye™. st but its votluenee ten is neither uniform nor easily 

measured. Organizations associated by historians, journalists, or government 

agetceeswetr' the iroeady BRTRErFRoDReEGhae dé tale differed in structure, public 

larseuselee ofitieeataut eirvaesP ane relaeenstip OAs with verifying affiliations and 

cla noatinPpoles ange thoary fisettes4)/factsignal.org/blog/cpj-reviews-gaza- 

joumfeanstiqstlakter-namas-pij-name-terrorists), overlapping institutions and 

competing information networks make careful source evaluation essential. 
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A documented connection to Brotherhood-related networks can indicate shared 

dan rigmerPersonnel, ideas, & instisylonel relationships and may aiso estabiish that 

SKNAllated br HaHa Tied organizations follow a single command 

structure. Some American organizations have often operated through separate 
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cannot demonstrate centralized direction. 

Exploring the Future of the Brotherhood’s 

Operations 

The Brotherhood's future relevance will depend less on formal political victories 

than on preserving relationships across religious, educational, charitable, and media 

institutions. Cognitura reports that affiliated fundamentalist networks remain active 

in Europe and North America, though their influence varies by country and 

organization. Historical ties should therefore invite investigation since many 

American Muslim organizations may share the Brotherhood's fundamentalist Islamist 

objectives. 

What to watch in future assessments 

e Whether organizations disclose governance and funding relationships clearly. 

e Whether public language supports pluralism, equal rights, and lawful 

participation. 

e Whether partnerships create coordination with groups holding incompatible or 

violent agendas. 

e Whether stated principles match observable decisions and institutional 

behavior. 

The Brotherhood's long-term strategy has involved navigating democratic 

indMeralyegeartpaivasyfronting them directly. That interpretation remains 

COME HASiANS DAWES DF LEShRC AGAle ERE MAGN G9gyments and conduct. The 
centrabchallsnge JS SIFUOGYISAING OK alnATYoFebigious or political participation from 

OTQARIZE TAHOE LAW SAKES AEINAG ALS perms. As with conflict reporting shaped by 

inggmplete information and competing accounts, future analysis must weigh 

evidence carefully and keep that distinction precise. 
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The nisioricat record supporis a narrower Ciaim: individuais associated wii tie 

Muslim Brotherhood helped establish or influence several U.S. Muslim organizations 

from the 1950s onward. The Muslim Students Association, founded in 1963, became 

an important campus network; later organizations, including the Islamic Society of 

North America, developed partly from that milieu. Former members and scholars 

have described these connections, while organizational leaders have disputed 

claims of formal Brotherhood control. 

U.S. prosecutors also presented a 1991 document, often called the "Explanatory 

Memorandum,” during the Holy Land Foundation terrorism-financing trial. It 

described a domestic network linked to Brotherhood-related goals, but its 

interpretation remains contested. Therefore, the evidence indicates historical 

associations and ideological influence — not conclusive proof that a single, centrally 

directed Brotherhood organization operates throughout the United States. This does 

not reduce the threat or suggest they don't share the same radical Islamist beliefs. 

How have Muslim American organizations changed since their 

founding by Brotherhood-linked individuals? 

Since their founding, many Muslim American organizations associated in historical 

accounts with individuals linked to the Muslim Brotherhood have become more 

institutionally diverse and publicly focused though their fundamentalist worldview 

remains prevalent and central. Early efforts often centered on building mosques, 

student associations, schools, and advocacy networks; later work expanded into 

CiWePedlae yéur prRdey relations, professional services, civil-rights litigation, 

and community programs. 
This website or its third-party tools process personal data. You 

Therchirge dfaberoteoéeouunticenal BErmeabegayizations retained elements of their 

fouiwiegséndtigiOos\ot Palidicalaoutig@ksoudhile others adopted broader American 

nonfrofatist’uictures, elected new leadership, and emphasized local priorities. 

Founding associations do not by themselves establish present-day control or intent; 

those questions require current bylaws, leadership records, public statements, and 

funding information. The available evidence therefore supports a history of 

adaptation rather than a single organizational trajectory. 
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Chester! record indinates that the Muslim Brotherhood's legacy in America 

cannot be simplified to-a-single organization or outcome, but the fundamentalist 
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and institutions have evolved over time, while public discourse often confounds 
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The Evidence From a Gaza 

Hospital That the World 

Needs to See 
For nearly three years, Israel has been accused of lying about Hamas's 

exploitation of Gaza’s hospitals, with Al-Shifa becoming perhaps the 

most potent symbol of that dispute. Now, a detailed investigation by 

veteran German journalist Wolfgang Tietze presents potentially 

significant additional evidence about what was happening at Gaza’s 

largest hospital on the morning of October 7 

(https://cognitura.org/blog/al-shifa-hospital-and-the-hostages-of- 

october-7-what-the-evidence-shows) itself. Through geolocation, 

Palestinian videos, photographs, Hamas footage and later-released 

hospital CCTV, Tietze reconstructs the journeys of vehicles carrying 

Israeli hostages (https://cognitura.org/blog/what-released-israeli- 

hostages-heard-from-their-captors-and-why-it-matters) from the 

Nahal Oz base into Gaza and argues that Al-Shifa was not simply a 

place where a handful of captives happened to receive treatment. His 

analysis portrays the hospital compound as an important Hamas 

operational hub to which vehicles, terrorists and Israeli captives 

converged while journalists and other civilians were present. 
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5. The Crowds Raise Another Uncomfortable Question 

6. Where Were the Journalists? 

7. The Problem With Treating Hamas-Controlled Gaza as a Normal 

Information Environment 

8. Israel's Claims Deserved Greater Scrutiny—Not Automatic Dismissal 

9. October 7 Is Still Revealing Its Secrets 

9.1. Footnotes 

Key Takeaways 

Tietze's investigation — traces a stolen IDF jeep known to have 

carried Israeli hostages from Nahal Oz directly to the Al-Shifa 

Hospital compound. 

Palestinian footage analyzed by Tietze appears to show several 

vehicles converging on the hospital — during a short period on 

October 7, including vehicles he believes were carrying 

additional hostages. 

Later IDF-released CCTV corroborates the presence of stolen 

Israeli vehicles and hostages — at Al-Shifa that morning. 

The investigation argues that the number of hostages brought 

through Al-Shifa may have been significantly greater than 

previously understood, although its higher estimates are not 

independently established. 

Tietze says numerous Gaza-based journalists were present 

around Al-Shifa but did not report the arrival of Israeli hostages. 

The findings raise renewed questions about the reliability of 

information coming from Hamas” -controlled institutions in 

Gaza and the willingness of international media organizations to 

scrutinize their local sources. 

Following the Hostages From 
Nahal Oz 

One of the most compelling aspects of Tietze's investigation is his 

attempt to reconstruct the journey rather than relying simply on Israeli 

statements about what happened at Al-Shifa. His analysis begins at 

the Nahal Oz military base, which Hamas terrorists overran on October 

7, killing more than 20 soldiers and abducting 10 others alive. 
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Using footage from the attack, Tietze identifies a green Israeli military 

jeep, license plate 703-145, into which six captives appear to have 

been loaded. He then follows the vehicle through footage found on 

Palestinian Telegram channels. Distinctive characteristics—including 

the license plate, three bullet holes in the windshield and damage to a 

headlight—allow the same vehicle to be identified at different points 

along its journey through Gaza City. 

Eventually, it appears at Al-Shifa. 

The investigation matches Palestinian street-level footage with CCTV 

subsequently released by the IDF from inside the hospital complex. 

According to Tietze's reconstruction, the vehicle arrived at 

approximately 10:53 a.m., around half an hour after leaving Nahal Oz. 

Al-Shifa Was Not Simply the 
Nearest Hospital 

Another detail identified by the investigation challenges one possible 

explanation for why abducted Israelis might have been taken to Al- 

Shifa: emergency medical treatment. 

The route reconstructed by Tietze passed close to Al-Ahli Arab 

Hospital, which he says was functioning normally that day. Instead of 

stopping there, the vehicles continued westwards towards Al-Shifa in 

the Rimal district. 

This does not by itself establish why every vehicle went to Al-Shifa, but 

combined with the presence of armed Hamas terrorists, stolen Israeli 

vehicles and multiple hostages at the compound, Tietze argues that 

the evidence points toward an operational rather than purely medical 

purpose. 

That distinction matters enormously. Hamas has long been accused by 

Israel of exploiting hospitals and other civilian infrastructure to protect 

military activities. If Al-Shifa was being used as a collection, command 

or distribution point for abducted Israelis within hours of the October 

7 invasion, it provides important additional context for Israel's later 

assertions about Hamas's relationship with the hospital complex. 
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How Many Hostages Passed 
Through Al-Shifa? 

The investigation goes significantly further than the evidence originally 

released by Israel in November 2023. 

Israel publicly showed CCTV footage depicting hostages being taken 

through Al-Shifa and stolen military vehicles entering the hospital 

grounds. Tietze says additional Palestinian footage reveals 

considerably more activity. 

He identifies approximately 16 vehicles, including a motorcycle, 

converging on the hospital during the period he examined and argues 

that some appear to contain additional captives. From this, he raises 

the possibility that dozens of Israeli hostages could have passed 

through Al-Shifa on October 7. 

That conclusion should be treated carefully. The footage does not 

independently establish that every vehicle contained hostages, and 

Tietze himself acknowledges uncertainty around some identifications 

in his investigation. Nevertheless, even without accepting the highest 

estimates, the material potentially expands the existing picture of Al- 

Shifa’s role considerably. 

It also fits alongside facts that were already known. Israel released 

CCTV in November 2023 showing hostages inside the hospital, while 

hostage Noa Marciano was known to have been held in the vicinity of 

Al-Shifa before her death. 

The Crowds Raise Another 

Uncomfortable Question 

Perhaps some of the most disturbing footage is not of the terrorists 

themselves, but of what was happening around them. 

Tietze describes crowds gathering as stolen Israeli vehicles arrived, 

with armed terrorists moving around the compound and people 

apparently cheering. In footage of the green IDF jeep, the hostages 

remain trapped inside while people surround the vehicle. 
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This matters because one of the recurring portrayals of Hamas's 

exploitation of civilian infrastructure has been that ordinary Gazans 

and civilian institutions were entirely separate from the terrorist 

organization operating around them. 

The evidence presented here depicts something considerably more 

complicated. Whatever individual members of the crowd knew, the 

arrival of armed men in captured Israeli military vehicles at Gaza’s 

largest hospital was hardly invisible. 

Where Were the Journalists? 

Tietze's most serious accusation concerns the Palestinian journalists 

who were present at Al-Shifa. 

He says at least 12 Gaza-based journalists were at or around the 

hospital during the relevant period, with cameras operating and 

reports being transmitted from the complex. Yet, according to his 

investigation, none reported the arrival of Israeli hostages. 

Even more troublingly, Tietze identifies photographs depicting the 

distinctive captured IDF jeep that he traced from Nahal Oz. Those 

images were reportedly distributed with captions describing the scene 

as the continuing transport of wounded Palestinians to Al-Shifa. 

If his reconstruction is correct, this creates serious questions extending 

well beyond Hamas. 

International news organizations were extraordinarily dependent on 

Palestinian journalists, photographers, medical personnel and other 

local sources throughout the Gaza war. That dependence was 

understandable because foreign journalists had extremely limited 

independent access to the territory. 

But dependence also created vulnerability. 

If local reporters witnessed events that contradicted Hamas's preferred 

narrative and failed to report them—or if photographs were 

distributed with misleading descriptions—then international media 

organizations relying on those sources could unknowingly transmit a 

profoundly distorted account to audiences around the world. 
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The Problem With Treating 
Hamas-Controlled Gaza as a 

Normal Information 

Environment 

The Al-Shifa controversy illustrates a much broader problem with 

international reporting from Gaza. 

Western journalism normally depends upon the ability to question 

officials, compare competing sources, independently visit locations 

and protect reporters who expose wrongdoing. Gaza under Hamas 

provided none of those conditions. 

Hamas was not simply another political participant in the conflict. It 

was the authoritarian power controlling the territory, and it had every 

incentive to conceal its military exploitation of civilian infrastructure. 

Hospitals were particularly important to that information war. Images 

of Israeli forces operating around medical facilities were devastating to 

Israel internationally. Hamas therefore had an enormous strategic 

interest in maintaining a rigid distinction between its military 

infrastructure and Gaza’s hospitals. 

Evidence showing Israeli hostages being transported into Al-Shifa on 

the morning of October 7 complicates that narrative profoundly. 

Israel's Claims Deserved Greater 

Scrutiny—Not Automatic 
Dismissal 

None of this means every Israeli claim made during the war should 

have been accepted unquestioningly. Israel, like every combatant, 

should be expected to provide evidence for serious military assertions. 

But skepticism has to operate in both directions. 

Too often, Israeli statements were presented as allegations requiring 

independent verification while claims originating from Hamas- 

controlled institutions were rapidly incorporated into international 
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reporting. Casualty figures, accounts from hospital officials and 

descriptions of military incidents frequently travelled around the world 

before meaningful independent verification was possible. 

Al-Shifa should serve as a warning about that imbalance. 

The question was never simply whether there were doctors treating 

patients inside the hospital. Of course there were. The question was 

whether Hamas simultaneously exploited the protection afforded to 

that civilian medical institution for military purposes. 

Those two realities are not mutually exclusive. 

October 7 Is Still Revealing Its 

Secrets 

Almost three years after the massacre, evidence from October 7 

continues to emerge from the enormous quantity of video, 

photography, social-media material and terrorist footage generated 

that day. 

Tietze's investigation is important precisely because much of the 

material he examines is not Israeli propaganda produced after the 

event. It includes Palestinian footage filmed on October 7 itself, some 

of it apparently uploaded to Telegram channels and subsequently 

deleted. He combines that material with identifiable vehicles, 

geographical landmarks and later-released CCTV to reconstruct what 

he believes happened. 

Some of his broader conclusions require further independent 

verification. But the central evidence that Israeli hostages were taken 

into Al-Shifa is no longer seriously disputable; Israel released hospital 

CCTV demonstrating that fact in November 2023. The new 

investigation potentially makes the scale and purpose of what 

happened there considerably more significant. 

The implications reach beyond Al-Shifa. 

For years, Israel has argued that Hamas deliberately embedded itself 

within the civilian infrastructure of Gaza and then exploited the 

resulting civilian suffering as a weapon in the international information 

war. 
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The images from October 7 deserve to be examined without political 

filters. If the reconstruction is correct, while much of the world later 

debated whether Hamas could possibly have used Gaza’s most famous 

hospital for terrorist purposes, some of the answer had already been 

captured on Palestinian cameras on the morning the war began. 

Footnotes 

1. https://www.wolfgangtietze.de/al-shifa-en-html/ 

(https://www.wolfgangtietze.de/al-shifa-en-html/) 1 

2. https://justorium.org/when-hamas-takes-over-a-hospital-and-the- 

world-remains-quiet/ (https://justorium.org/when-hamas-takes- 
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war/november-23-pr/following-evidence-the-shifa-hospital-was- 

used-as-a-hamas-command-and-control-center-under-his- 

management-the-director-of-the-shifa-hospital-was- 

apprehended-and-transferred-to-the-isa-for-questioning/ 

(https://www.idf.il/en/mini-sites/idf-press-releases-israel-at- 

war/november-23-pr/following-evidence-the-shifa-hospital-was- 

used-as-a-hamas-command-and-control-center-under-his- 

management-the-director-of-the-shifa-hospital-was- 
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5. https://factsignal.org/verified-evidence- 

documentation/understanding-the-humanitarian-crisis-in-gaza- 
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6. https://justorium.org/hamas-is-not-protecting-gazas-hospitals-it- 

is-using-one-to-torture-palestinians/ (https://justorium.org/hamas- 

is-not-protecting-gazas-hospitals-it-is-using-one-to-torture- 

palestinians/) ft 
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NO ALLYWIA 

The War Against Israel Is 
Also a War Against the 
West 
The extraordinary scale of the international campaign to delegitimize 

Israel since October 7 (https://allyvia.org/defending-western- 

values/two-years-after-october-7-palestinian-poll-shows-rising- 

support-for-hamas-and-endorsement-of-violence/), 2023, is frequently 

presented as the spontaneous consequence of anger over the war in 

Gaza. But there is another dimension that receives far too little 

attention. America’s principal geopolitical adversaries have every 

reason to weaken Israel, undermine its relationship with the United 

States and exploit the Israeli-Palestinian conflict to deepen divisions 

within Western societies. As former British Army commander Col. 

Richard Kemp argues, Russia, China and Iran have all worked to 

amplify anti-Israel narratives. Understanding this matters because 

Israel is not the ultimate target of this political warfare. The Western 

alliance itself is. 

Key Takeaways 

* Russia has a decades-long history of using anti-Israel and anti- 

Zionist narratives as instruments of political warfare against the 

West. 

e China, Russia and lran~ have exploited the Gaza war as fertile 

territory for influence operations and the amplification of anti- 

Israel narratives. 

e Efforts to weaken Israel also serve the strategic objective of 

weakening the United States and dividing Western societies. 

e Israel provides (https://allyvia.org/impact-america/) the United 

States with significant military, intelligence, technological and 

strategic advantages in the Middle East. 

e Western governments should begin treating foreign 

manipulation — of the Israel debate as a national-security issue 
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rather than simply another domestic political controversy. 

This Did Not Begin on October 7 

The information war against Israel has a much longer history than the 

current conflict. Kemp points back to Soviet political warfare during 

the Cold War, when Moscow recognized that Israel could be used as a 

pressure point against the United States and its allies. Soviet 

propaganda aggressively promoted anti-Zionist narratives and 

supported movements hostile to Israel as part of its broader struggle 

for influence in the Middle East. 

The Soviet Union understood something important: attacking Israel 

politically could simultaneously damage Western interests. Israel was 

closely aligned with the United States, while Moscow backed many of 

Israel's regional adversaries. Delegitimizing Israel therefore became 

one component of a much larger geopolitical confrontation. 

The Soviet Union disappeared more than three decades ago, but the 

strategic logic did not. 

China and Russia Have Powerful 

Reasons to Weaken Israel 

Kemp argues that China and Russia, alongside Iran and other actors, 

are engaged in extensive political warfare against Israel. He points in 

particular to investigations and concerns in the United States 

surrounding possible Chinese-linked financing of activist organizations 

and anti-Israel protests. 

The wider strategic motivation is not difficult to understand. Israel is 

one of America’s most capable allies in one of the world’s most 

strategically important regions. It possesses formidable military 

capabilities, intelligence networks, cyber expertise and technological 

innovation, while acting as a counterweight to Iran and other forces 

seeking to overturn the regional order. 

For America’s adversaries, weakening that relationship would therefore 

be a significant strategic achievement. 
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If Americans can be persuaded that Israel is a liability rather than an 

asset, the consequences extend far beyond Israel. Washington 

becomes less capable of projecting power in the Middle East, 

America’s adversaries gain greater freedom of action and confidence 

in American alliances is weakened. 

Gaza Provides an Extraordinary 
Opportunity for Influence 
Operations 

The Gaza war has provided almost ideal conditions for foreign 

information warfare. Kemp cites previous U.S. intelligence assessments 

that identified the conflict as particularly fertile ground for influence 

operations by China, Russia and Iran. 

The reasons are obvious. Gaza produces powerful imagery, intense 

emotion and deeply polarized political debate. Social-media platforms 

allow claims to reach millions of people before they can be verified, 

while algorithms reward outrage rather than accuracy. Foreign actors 

do not necessarily need to invent every argument or create every 

protest movement themselves. They can identify existing grievances, 

amplify the most divisive voices and push narratives designed to 

intensify anger and polarization. 

That distinction is important. People can sincerely criticize Israeli 

policies or protest over Palestinian suffering without being agents of a 

foreign government. But authentic political disagreement can 

simultaneously be exploited by hostile states. The existence of genuine 

anger does not mean foreign governments are not attempting to 

manipulate it. 

Israel Is a Strategic Asset to 
America 

The most important part of the argument is frequently overlooked. 

Why would America’s adversaries devote resources to weakening 

American support for a small country thousands of miles away? 

Because Israel provides Washington with capabilities that would be 

extraordinarily expensive and difficult to replace. 
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Israel possesses one of the world’s most experienced militaries, 

operates at the forefront of missile defense, drones, cyberwarfare and 

intelligence, and confronts many of the same adversaries that threaten 

American interests. Israeli battlefield experience also provides lessons 

about American weapons systems and modern warfare that can be 

incorporated into U.S. military planning. 

Israeli intelligence has similarly provided the United States with 

information about terrorism, Iranian activities, weapons proliferation, 

cyber threats and regional military capabilities. Israel performs many of 

these functions while deploying its own soldiers and spending its own 

national resources. 

This helps explain why America’s adversaries care so much about 

separating Washington from Jerusalem. 

Israel Is the Battleground, but 

the West Is the Target 

This is perhaps the most important lesson. The information campaign 

surrounding Israel should not be viewed solely through the prism of 

the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 

Russia wants a divided and weakened West. China wants to diminish 

American global leadership and replace the United States as the 

dominant power across strategically important regions. Iran wants the 

United States driven from the Middle East and Israel weakened or 

destroyed. 

All three benefit when Western societies turn against themselves. 

When campuses descend into confrontation, political parties fracture, 

communities become hostile towards each other and public 

confidence in democratic institutions collapses, America’s geopolitical 

competitors benefit regardless of what happens in Gaza. 

Israel becomes the instrument through which much larger divisions 

can be exploited. 
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The West Needs to Recognize 
Political Warfare 

Western democracies have become increasingly sophisticated at 

identifying conventional military threats while remaining remarkably 

vulnerable to political and information warfare. 

A Russian tank crossing a European border is easily understood as 

aggression. A coordinated influence campaign designed to manipulate 

millions of Western citizens is much harder to see, particularly when its 

messages are transmitted through activists, influencers, social-media 

accounts and organizations that may themselves have no 

understanding of the origins of the narratives they are promoting. 

That makes information warfare especially powerful. 

The answer is not to suppress legitimate criticism of Israel or prevent 

debate about Gaza. Free societies must protect political disagreement. 

The answer is greater transparency about foreign funding, stronger 

investigation of foreign influence networks, better identification of 

coordinated online manipulation and much greater public awareness 

of how hostile governments exploit emotionally charged political 

causes. 

Defending Israel and Defending 
the West Are Increasingly 

Connected 

There is a broader strategic lesson here. The struggle over Israel's 

legitimacy is not taking place independently of the growing 

confrontation between democratic and authoritarian powers. 

Israel stands geographically and strategically at the intersection of 

many of those conflicts. It confronts Iran and its proxies, provides 

intelligence and military capabilities to Western allies, cooperates 

increasingly with moderate Arab states and acts as a significant 

obstacle to hostile powers seeking greater influence across the Middle 

East. 
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That is precisely why America’s adversaries have an interest in isolating 

it. 

The West should therefore ask a simple question whenever it sees 

extraordinary resources being devoted to destroying Israel's 

international standing: who benefits? 

The answer is increasingly clear. Weakening Israel benefits Iran. It 

benefits Russia. It benefits China. And it weakens the strategic position 

of the United States and its democratic allies. 

Israel may be the immediate target of the campaign, but the 

geopolitical objective is considerably larger. The political warfare being 

waged against the Jewish state is another front in the wider contest 

over the future of the Western-led international order. 
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[4] https://www.jns.org/opinion/richard-kemp/political-warfare-against-is 

rael-led-by-russia-and-china (https://www.jns.org/opinion/richard-ke 

mp/political-warfare-against-israel-led-by-russia-and-china) 

© Back to reference 4 
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SUPPORT NETWORK 

(HTTPS://JUSTORIUM.ORG/SUPPORT-NETWORK/) 

WHY €) MATTERS: 
THE CASE FOR 
PROTECTING 
J! Ie RI ICAI EM'S INWVO/NUCI 

WORE TERN FLANK 
This website or its third-party tools process personal data. You 

can opt aus Af eR SRA RHE PERO COMAABAY, Israeli construction in E1 is 

clicking oR thmaly Nokes ea Regn Wener'seealement controversy and an obstacle 

Informatienp4nstinian territorial continuity. From an Israeli perspective, 

however, this framing misses almost everything that makes the area 

Do Not Talsiac ate Myioeee Re oe A Vital corridor connecting Jerusalem 

with Ma’ale Adumim and, beyond it, Israel's eastern defensive frontier. 

For decades, Israeli governments from left and right have regarded 
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maintaining this connection as a national interest. The fundamental 

question is therefore not simpl r several thousand homes 

should be constructed on an e ide. It is whether Israel should 

voluntarily allow the geographi ion of Ma‘ale Adumim from 

Jerusalem and potentially wegkgnrtapreggtay approaches to its capital 

in order to preserve a Pallastpia/) Wetoitiaralorigjon that can itself be 

accommodated through yeadstuapelsapR bugiges. 

SUPPORT NETWORK 
Table of CofhtéPat4/USTORIUM.ORG/SUPPORT-NETWORK/) 

2. Look at E1 Through IsraeliEyes = 

3. This Is Not a Right-Wing Israeli Obsession 

4. October 7 Changed the Meaning_of Strategic Depth 

5. The Question Is Not Whether Palestinians Can Travel North to South 

6. Why Is Palestinian Continuity Considered More Important Than 

Israeli Continuity? 

7. Doing Nothing_ls Also a Territorial Decision 

8. Jerusalem Cannot Be Viewed in Isolation 

9. The International Community Should Take Israeli Security Seriously 

10. E1 ls About Jerusalem's Future 

10.1. Footnotes 

Key Takeaways 

e E1 covers approximately 12,000 dunams between Jerusalem and 

Ma’ale Adumim and is strategically important because of its 

location rather than simply its proposed housing. 

e Israeli leaders across the political spectrum—including Yitzhak 

Rabin, Shimon Peres, Benjamin Netanyahu, Ehud Barak, Ariel 

Sharon and Ehud Olmert—have supported the principle of 

We value yaureRyiManyt in £1. 
This website*or Edel tepangsdbe desusal garsMaiasAdymim tl as essential 

can opt out of #RREREEVAG PrescastanaarRiaagyes to its capital “and 

clicking on the maa Nats SeRtROM ae ohal 

*{,fzalestinian north-south transportation between Ramallah and 

Bethlehem does not necessarily require uninterrupted Palestinian 
Information 

territorial” or urban construction through E1 

e Roads, tunnels and bridges can preserve Palestinian movement 

while simultaneously maintaining Israeli east-west continuity. 
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e After October 7 (https://justorium.org/sexual-violence-on-and- 

e-shows-and-why-justice-for- 

the-victims-cannot-be-ig , Israeli concerns about 

relinquishing strategically nt territory based upon 

assumptions about fuguyesqeey ity ay pygements cannot simply 

be dismissed as id¢Ategi 9a) apodaitian gp Palestinian statehood. 

e Leaving E1 undeyelapednis Bot imauetainiggsthe status quo: 

Palestinian construction around the area can progressively create 
SUPPORT NETWORK (él 

facts on theTgPswocstiontundrersime dsraek siarkegic continuity. 

e The extraordinary degree of Israeli political consensus over E1 

demonstrates that this is fundamentally a national-security and 

Jerusalem (https://justorium org/why-removing-unrwa-from- 

jerusaiem-marks-a-necessary-break-with-a-falied-system/) issue, 

not merely a settlement issue. 

Look at E1 Through Israeli Eyes 

To understand Israel's position, it is first necessary to look at a map 

rather than at diplomatic statements. 

Ma’ale Adumim is a substantial Israeli city immediately east of 

Jerusalem. Between the two lies E1. Beyond Ma’ale Adumim is the 

descent towards the Jordan Valley, which Israeli security doctrine has 

historically regarded as strategically important to the country's eastern 

defense. 

From an Israeli perspective, allowing a Palestinian-controlled territorial 

wedge to develop between Jerusalem and Ma’ale Adumim would 

therefore have consequences extending considerably beyond 

settlement construction. 

it couid effectively separate iVia’aie Adumim from jerusalem and 

We vahie' Guuy privalegtegic corridor towards the east. 

This webbiee bsraetisirdepusgl esalésornetesipalyoaniatiner ‘ity. It is the country's 

can opt Gapitahdacgest giiyr packaengiraphiaearap” historical center. No 

clicking 6espersibhelssarlbgnveennjertsmaitreat the territory immediately 

InformatBH'r@akading its eastern approaches as strategically irrelevant. 

This is the context in which E1 needs to be understood. 
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This Is Not a Ri Wing Israeli 
Obsession 

Perhaps the clearest evidence bard is 1ohs/mPly an ideological 

settlement project is the pytpRorminesyican gett Israeli leaders who 

have supported it. 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2026 

Nadav Shragai’s detailed arsalys@rfonstveorerusalem Center for Public 
. HTJ-PS;//JUSTORIUM,ORG/SUPPORT-NETWORK/. 

Affairs notes that Vitzhak Rs in, ‘Shimon eres, enjamin Netanyahu, 

1 1 

supported development in the areg= 

Few territorial questions have produced that degree of agreement 

among Israeli leaders. 

Rabin is particularly significant. The architect of the Oslo process was 

hardly opposed in principle to territorial compromise with the 

Palestinians, yet his government advanced the incorporation of E1 into 

Ma’ale Adumim. 

That tells us something fundamental about how Israel historically 

viewed the area. 

One could support negotiations with the Palestinians, territorial 

compromise and even Palestinian political independence while 

simultaneously believing that Jerusalem must remain securely 

connected to Ma‘ale Adumim. 

Those positions were not regarded as contradictory. 

October 7 Changed the Meaning 
we val atrategic Depth 

our privac 

This websiREdSTAAe BHIRY rakaUpnERes wEQUMA NG Yalso needs to be 

can opt d@FOndid eeRcoinyHantaédrsteteination by 

clicking py eeadee Rees aCe told that territorial concessions 
Information" li 5 ‘ ‘ 

Could be compensated for through technology, intelligence, fences, 

international guarantees and sophisticated security arrangements. 

Then Israel discovered what happens when those assumptions fail. 
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On October 7, Hamas (https://justorium.org/documentation/hamass- 

legal-record-a-history-of-lawle ad-terror/) terrorists breached 

aeli communities within Israel's border defenses and re 

minutes. The consequences we rophic. The lesson Israelis 

absorbed was not simply alppyeGPS pe 19 ORS. It was about the 

danger of basing nationghsessy Morb Masegymption that physical 

territory has become Qpsaleatéay, sepTEMBER 9, 2026 

Geography still matters, | SUPPORT NETWORK 
(HTTPS://JUSTORIUM.ORG/SUPPORT-NETWORK/) 

Distance still matters 

Strategic depth still matters. — 

And controlling the approaches to major Israeli population centers still 

matters. 

That does not mean every piece of disputed territory must remain 

permanently under Israeli control. But it does mean Israeli concerns 

about strategically important geography deserve to be treated as 

security calculations rather than automatically dismissed as excuses for 

settlement expansion. 

E1 sits directly on the eastern approaches to Israel's capital. 

After October 7, expecting Israelis simply to gamble with that 

geography is increasingly unrealistic. 

The Question Is Not Whether 

Palestinians Can Travel North to 

South 

The rincipal: bepational objection to E1 is that construction would 
We valué our'p 

Creve the ferritorial continuity of a future Palestinian state by 

This webRiteerutstihgerna  BorneeckIORcbe BReenaRAANaIaW in the north and 
can opt Batpaheralepfeworaigonal information by 

clicking on the "Do Not Sell or Share My Personal 

InformatRMt fis argument frequently conflates two very different concepts: 

territorial sovereignty and transportation continuity. 

Palestinians need to be able to move efficiently between the northern 

and southern West Bank. Israel can accommodate that requirement. 
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Plans have long existed for a Palestinian transportation corridor 

sometimes described as the “F fe Road.” Roads, tunnels, 

bridges and grade-separated ju an allow Palestinian traffic to 

travel north-south without pass#* 

interfering with Israeli east wash HAR 1M 

(https://justorium.or 
This is neither unusual me itn Saaicae 9) 

EDNESUAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2026 

Modern countries routinely.use deanspqytation infrastructure to 

overcome geogtapitd? LOrTAR Nea AR RSUMG RerdeIMPaeStinian peace 

gh Israeli communities or 

process itself previously contemplated a “safe passage” between Gaza 

and the West Bank—territories separated by many kilometers of 

sovereign Israeli territory. 

If Gaza and the West Bank could theoretically have been connected by 

a transportation corridor, it is difficult to argue that Ramallah and 

Bethlehem can only remain connected if Palestinians control every 

piece of land physically between them. 

Why Is Palestinian Continuity 

Considered More Important 
Than Israeli Continuity? 

There is also a basic imbalance in much of the international discussion. 

Palestinian north-south continuity is treated as an unquestionable 

strategic necessity. Israeli east-west continuity between Jerusalem and 

Ma’ale Adumim is frequently treated as illegitimate. 

But Israel also has geographical requirements. 

It needs to maintain the connection between its capital and a major 

We valwegjouty privadistely to its east. It needs secure access towards the 

Jordan V. It need revent Jerusglem‘s eastern approaches from 
This website or tts al rd: party ae s HO lee personal data. You PP 

can opt ore arping Aa of agua Moral nNormation by 

clicking qyAyesIRouNPorm peated Rereera! continuity automatically override 

Informatie StKer's? 

A reasonable solution should seek to accommodate both. 
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Israel's argument is that this is possible: Israeli territorial continuity can 

be maintained east-west while n transportation continuity is 

preserved north-south throug ed infrastructure. 

That is a considerably more nuanced proposition than the familiar 

claim that building E1 sine Sa ARMS Bank in half.” 
s://justorium.org 

Doing Nothing is"Atsova 
Te rrito riat Decisron’o or’) 

Perhaps the greatest misconceptiaasurrounding E1 is the assumption 

that preventing Israeli construction somehow preserves the existing 

situation until a peace agreement can be reached. 

It does not. 

Geography continues changing while diplomacy remains frozen. 

Shragai has documented extensive Palestinian construction in and 

around strategically important parts of Area C. Roads are created, 

buildings appear and communities expand. Over time, these 

developments can narrow Israel's east-west corridor and establish 

precisely the Palestinian north-south continuity that opposition to E1 is 

designed to protect. 

That means freezing E1 is not politically neutral. 

If Israel is prevented from creating facts on the ground while 

Palestinian facts on the ground continue developing, the eventual 

territorial outcome is being influenced anyway. 

From the Israeli perspective, this produces an extraordinary situation: 

Israel is asked to refrain from developing land it considers essential to 

We vahie ssauritprinacytegrity of its capital while simultaneously watching 

. competing territorial realities emerge around it. 
This website or its third-party tools process personal data, 3 

can opt MS aha rAlnehYVHrPBE Vip Ete eS UCk¥ pt that indefinitely. 
clicking on the "Do Not Sell or Share My Personal 

Information" link. 
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Jerusalem Can e Viewed in 

Isolation 

International diplomacy alsp trade jg tee tgrusalem according to 

lines drawn on maps rather pranjtheomenrgngden metropolitan area 

actually functions. 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2026 

Jerusalem's security, transpevtedem Nenypbaxyment and population do 
(PSUS TOM ORG/SUPPORT-NETWORK/) 

not abruptly stop at a municipal boundary. 

Ma‘ale Adumim is intimately connected with Jerusalem. Thousands of 

people travel between the two, and the city forms part of the wider 

geographical environment surrounding the capital. 

Israel therefore has legitimate reasons to think about Jerusalem in 

metropolitan and strategic terms rather than simply through 

administrative boundaries. 

This is especially true because of Jerusalem's unusual geography. The 

capital sits close to territory from which hostile forces could potentially 

threaten major population centers. Israel's insistence on maintaining 

secure approaches to Jerusalem is rooted partly in its historical 

experience of the city itself. 

Between 1948 and 1967, Mount Scopus existed as an Israeli enclave 

surrounded by Jordanian-controlled territory and connected through 

precarious arrangements. 

Israeli planners have no desire to reproduce comparable geographical 

vulnerability on a vastly larger scale. 

The international Community 
wevlSHOUTA* Fake Israeli Security 
This ay or ite third-payty tools process personal data. You 

can opt eriously....... information by 

clickin the" jot Sell or Share My Persona]... 
2 None of ths requires dismissing Palestinian interests. 

Information" link. 

Palestinians require transportation links, economic opportunities and 

the ability to travel between their population centers. Any viable long- 

term arrangement will need to provide them. 

But Israeli requirements are legitimate too. 
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For too long, the E1 debate has effectively begun and ended with the 

consequences for a hypotheticé Palestinian state. Far less 

attention has been given to the ences for the existing State of 

Israel and its capital. 

JUSTORIUM That needs to change. : ; 
(https://justorium.org) 

Israel has already experieneedantsaipnappems,\aieen security 

assumptions prove catastrapfaically WON dt has withdrawn from 

territory and suBsSEqgeney ATEN RAKES Vee A RStist 

infrastructure and ultimately the Octoher Zmassacre 

(https://justorium.org/justice-is-served-israel-eliminates-senior- 

hamas-commander-behind-the-october-7-massacre/). 

Whether those experiences are considered directly analogous to E11 is 

almost beside the point. They profoundly shape how Israelis now 

evaluate territorial risk. 

Telling Israelis that they should simply trust that a strategically 

vulnerable arrangement will work in the future is no longer persuasive. 

E1 Is About Jerusalem’s Future 

The argument over E1 ultimately comes down to a straightforward 

question: should Israel preserve a secure geographical connection 

between its capital, Ma‘ale Adumim and its eastern strategic frontier? 

Successive Israeli governments have answered yes. 

That consensus survived governments of the left, center and right 

because the underlying geography never changed. 

Palestinian mavement hetween north and south can and should be 

w pecormedated through appropriate infrastructure. But 
e value r 

al accohamno VES iestinian needs does not require Israel to abandon 

This web#iteaw itsstinate gattyeqalsenaeats.personal data. You 

can opt our of the al of your personal inforaven By Laclawarel 
t t t t 

clicking on Tie AS 6 Leh Lec ine eee opel em pecswae> 

Informatpn'idipsutinely presented as though Israel is attempting to create an 

unnecessary obstacle to somebody else’s territorial future. Israelis see 

something very different: a narrow and strategically important piece of 

land immediately outside their capital that could determine 

Jerusalem's geographical and security environment for generations. 
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After October 7, Israelis are entitled to be particularly cautious about 

surrendering strategically imp graphy on the promise that 

future arrangements will keep 2. 

E1 is therefore not fundamentally about 3,500 homes. 

JUSTORIUM 
It is about Jerusalem. _ (https://justorium.org) 

; _ WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2026 
It is about strategic depth. 

SUPPORT NETWORK 
. . (HTTPS://JUSTORIUM.ORG/SYPPORT-NETWORK/) . 

It is about maintaining the connection between Israel ® capital and its 
4. £1 J 

CAaSTETT THAT: 

And above all, it is about ensuring that decisions made today do not 

create vuinerabilities that future generations of israeiis will be forced 

to defend tomorrow. 

Footnotes 

1. https://jcfa.org/understanding-israeli-interests-in-the-e1-area/ 

(https://jcfa.org/understanding-israeli-interests-in-the-el-area/) 1 

2. https://jcfa.org/article/israels-e1-building-plan-the-most-strategic- 

consensual-and-frozen-project/ (https://jcfa.org/article/israels-e1- 

building-plan-the-most-strategic-consensual-and-frozen-project/) 

T 

3. https://factsignal.org/verified-evidence-documentation/the- 

temple-mount-the-spiritual-heart-of-judaism-and-a-sacred-site- 

for-billions (https://factsignal.org/verified-evidence- 

documentation/the-temple-mount-the-spiritual-heart-of-judaism- 

and-a-sacred-site-for-billions) 1 

4. btips://culiuravia.org/why-christians-are-coming-to-israels- 

j d-to-see-the-truth-for-themselves/ 

(https://culturavia.org/why-christians-are-coming-to-israels- 

This website pritithieprey tere peecesa Reena -farethemnselves/) 1 
can opt out of the sale of your personal information b 

i 5 htt S: ovextralc ov.il/mda/octo er7 october7/what-happened- 
clicking on the “Do Not Sell or ersona are 

on-the-7th-of-october/ (https://govextra.gov.il/mda/october- 
Information" Jin 

Z/october7/what-happened-on-the-7th-of-october/) 1 

6. https://factsignal.org/disinformation-media-anallysis/israeli- 

settlements-exploring-their-history-legality-ancl-impact 

(https://tactsignal.org/disintormation-media-analysis/israeli- 
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Privacy & Legal(https://justorium.org/legal/) | Contact(https://just 
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We value your privacy 

This website or its third-party tools process personal data. You 

can opt out of the sale of your personal information by 

clicking on the "Do Not Sell or Share My Personal 

Information" link. 
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Gaza’s Disappearing Christians Tell a 
Story the World Rarely Wants to Hear 

Christianity has existed in Gaza for almost two thousand years, yet today only a few hundred Christians remain. Their 
disappearance receives remarkably little international attention. A new account published by Syrian Christian writer 

Ahed al-Hendi provides an important insight into why. Based partly on the testimony of a Gazan Christian identified as 

Naji, it describes a community that has experienced religious radicalization, intimidation, bullying and a growing sense 

that Christians are outsiders in the land where their ancestors have lived for centuries. It is an uncomfortable story 

because it challenges the simplistic narrative through which Gaza is so often viewed: Christians there have not only 

suffered from war, but have also faced the consequences of living as a tiny religious minority in a society dominated 

for nearly two decades by Hamas. x 

We value your privac 
tou of Eine y ( | 

This website or its third-party tools process personal data. You 
1. Key Takeaways 

can opt out of thratsatedofy camipersenatd mformatiorrdaye 
3. What Happened After Hamas Took Control? 

clicking on ther:ReNobSellosShareddy Personal 
5. The Vulnerability of a Tiny Minority 

Information" kittk.rorgotten Christians of the Middle East 

7.Why Is This Story So Rarely Told? 
8. Christians Should Not Be “Guests” in Their Own Homeland 

Do Not Sell or SH8F8°My Personal Information 

Key Takeaways 

* Christianity has existed in Gaza for almost 2,000 years, but only a few hundred Christians are estimated to 
remain (https://x.com/PeaceComCenter/status/2097239345379840200?s=20). 

Tat 

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 09/09/2026 9:30:06 PM



Received 

We valu 

by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 09/09/2026 9:30:06 PM 

Lu 
e AGazan Christian interviewed by Syrian Christian writer Ahed al-Hendi describes growing religious 

radicalization and discrimination, particularly after Hamas seized complete control of Bf22- 

istian children being treated as outsiders, bullied over their religion and taught implicitly 

dys Cats W/ GlubtiWiGAViie QeGDiravia.crg/iews-and- 

corroboration. 

« The decline of Gaza's Christian population illustrates a wider crisis facing ancient Christian communities 

(https://culturavia.org/why-christianity-is-disappearing-across-the-middle-east-but-growing-in-israel/) 

across parts of the Middle East. 

« Protecting Middle Eastern Christianity PP CueriR: giristianity-is-disappearing-across-the-middle- 

east-in-israel-it-is-still-alive-and-vibrant/) requires more tl preserving churches and religious 

monuments; it requires creating socktéa ithmberitagedan live securely and as equals. 

Two Thousand Years of Christianity Reduced to a Few Hundred People 
Arts & Culture 

Gaza is rarely thought of as part of a pRsied Flee UPECT ALY Exeter Opes) stretches back almost to the 
origins of the faith itself. Yet according to aKHendi, only a few hundred Christian’ now remain in the territory. His 
interviewee estimates the current population at roughly 300 to 400, compared with several thousand in previous 

decades. Education 
The numbers themselves should prolGeiGatlancand -excha nge) 

Ancient religious communities rarely disappear SPRASTIER SB yey no single decree announcing that they must 

leave and no moment at which a centuries-old community formal ases to exist. Instead, families gradually conclude 

that their children will have greatdy/ HHA AbFODY naacore QHAMLIEUEY Jone family leaves, followed by 
another. Children are subsequently born overseas, extended families disperse and eventually a community becomes 
too small to sustain itself. 

About 
As al-Hendi powerfully observes, the buildings can rfeibeoa tier the community that created them has 

disappeared. Gaza could retain its churches, monasteries and Christian history while eventually having almost no 

Christians left to inherit them. 

News 
What Happened After Hamas Took Conse) 

The testimony provided by Naji offers one explanation for that decline. 
Get Involved 

According to his account, att iSti igpificen' ok complete control of 

Gaza. Christians aeeaeh ant ODS 7G CIR PEN a Sr GPa ett VIVE" through explicitly religious 

categories separating Muslims from non-Muslims. 

The consequences were visible even among children. 

Naji recalls being one of only seven or eight Christians in his high school. Some classmates associated Christians with 

the Crusaders, while others accused them of worshipping the cross. Most revealingly, he recalls the attitude that 

Christians were effectively “guests” in Gaza. 

Consider what that means. 

Acommunity that has existed in a place for approaching two millennia can nevertheless produce children who grow up 

believing their Christian classmates are somehow foreigners. 

That prejudice does not emerge naturally in children. It is learned. 

This oOurt thesmost important lesson from the account. 

ur e your privac 
The international conversation about radicalization generally begins when somebody picks up a gun, joins a terrorist 

This website SPI EIFe patty ots Praveds personal tlertle” You 
can opt Outltotatipevitethe cofspona Fiversonatsht ferrPprictionnbyho does not. Who is a believer and who is an 

clicking on 
unbeliever. Whose religion deserves respect and whose is considered inferior. Who possesses an unquestioned place 

thienDoNotBelteot Sirareet/bycRersemabrity permits it 

InformationNahitiscribes Christian students being bullied because of their faith. Those children dic not independently develop 
sophisticated religious prejudices. They absorbed ideas from the society around them and reproduced those attitudes 

in the classroom. 

This is why education and religious messaging matter so profoundly. Extremism is not created on the day somebody 

joins Hamas or another terrorist organization. The intellectual foundations can be laid years earlier through sermons, 

schools, social networks and everyday conversations. 
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The Vulnerability of a Tiny Minority 

Naji's testimony goes beyond schoolyard prejudice. He describes Christians being abducted and recounts the case of a 

Christian whom he s: essured into converting to Islam on television before eventually fleeing to Cyprus. These 

are serious allegatio! ci IKOEEARUPRIA WA dhittpsiseulturantaorg)stes, but they 

illustrate the vulnerabi ibed throughout his account. 

Al-Hendi, himself a Syrian Christian, broadens the argument beyond Gaza. He describes hearing troubling accounts 

from Christians in Beit Jala involving pressure and disputes surrounding Christian-owned property. 

His wider point is important. Small Christian cath & Meritagera. .org/christianity-in-israeFthe-facts/) 
frequently lack the social power available ‘Gah erie not possess large clans, armed networks or 

hundreds of relatives capable of mobilizing w AUS ents where formal institutions are weak and 

informal power is important, being a tiny minority can create particular vulnerability. 

Religious intolerance combined with perceived Arts. && WtULe, ous combination. 

(/arts-and-cultural-exchange) 
The Forgotten Christians of the Middle East 

Education 
Gaza's experience should also be understood within the much larger story of Middle Eastern Christianity. 

/education-and-exchange 
Christian communities are not foreign implants in the region. Many predate Islam by centuries. Christianity was born in 

this land, and some of the world’s oldest babii ati yetiey developed throughout what are today Israel, the 

Palestinian territories, Syria, Lebanon, Iraq, Egyptat FOPY 

(/philanthropy-and-communhity) 
Yet many of these communities have undergone dramatic demographic decline. 

The reasons differ considerably from country to countAAOSM bua not be reduced to a single explanation. War, 

economic hardship, political instability and oe sapeurey' ed enormous roles. But Islamist extremism, 

discrimination and persecution have also contributed to the Ott esronce of Christians from parts of the region. 

ISIS provided the most extreme recent example when itreywegcient Christian communities from areas of Iraq and 

Syria. But communities do not need to face genocide iil re their future becomes endangered. Persistent 
discrimination, insecurity and the feeling that one’s chil fai t have an equal future can ultimately produce the 
same demographic outcome: departure. 

Get Involved 
S Rarely ? 
tnitps: welt turavia.org/get-involved/) 

The predicament of Gaza's Christians complicates a political narrative that often divides the region neatly into 

oppressors and oppressed. 

Why Is This Stor 

A Christian Palestinian can be Palestinian and simultaneously experience discrimination from fellow Palestinians. A 

Christian in Gaza can suffer terribly because of war while also having experienced religious pressure under Hamas. 

Recognizing one reality does not require denying another. 

Yet much Western discussion of Palestinian Christians focuses overwhelmingly on their relationship with Israel. 

Palestinian Christians who criticize Israel receive substantial international attention, Christians who speak about 

Islamist radicalization, discrimination within Palestinian society or their experiences under Hamas are far less 

convenient. 

Their experiences deserve to be heard as well. 

Human rights cannot depend upon whether the victim's story fits somebody else's political narrative. 

Christians Should Not Be “Guests” in Their Own Homeland 

We value-your:privaayes in Naji’s testimony is the simplest: “guests.” 

Christians whase presence aals. Gaza stretches back almost two thot ‘date eM 's are not guests. Nor should their security 

This website, Oi, it3 IMI aBAlaNot ARIS LI REESE PATRON AL Gara AN. wo not power 
can opt out, ef, the, sale of your personal information . 

clicking on the "Do Not Sell or Share My Personal 
That principle extends far beyond Gaza. A healthy society does not merely tolerate its minorities. It regards them as 

Informationéatinterticipants whose history, identity and future are integral to the country itself. 

The survival of Christianity in the Middle East therefore cannot be measured by whether ancient churches remain 

standing. A church without worshippers is ultimately a monument. A Christian quarter without Christian families is 

eventually little more than a historical attraction. 

The real measure is whether Christian parents believe their children have a future there. 
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If the Christian population of Gaza has fallen from thousands to only a few hundred, the world should be asking why. 
And if testimony from within that community describes radicalization, intimidation and a growing sense of being 
strangers in their own ancient homeland, those voices deserve to be heard rather than ignored because they 

complicate the prevailin-ASrrative. 

Otherwise, one day WU Aicuurwnay 1A, (nttps://cu ItUrAVIAOrG) ans themselves 

exist primarily in photos is and history books. 

Footnotes 

SZ. Tttps-//www.christanpost.comy/volces where ane Hariteree: css! 

eee ee eee ee tte in-learn-from-gazas-christians.html) 

2. https://www.christianpost.com/news/christ alt shietitade ‘christianitys-birthplace.html 

(https://www.christianpost.com/news/christians-nearly-wiped-out-in-christianitys-birthplace.html) 7 
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shaping today's media and information landscape. Drawing on more than two decades of experience in digital marketing, along 
with a background in Jewish and Middle Eastern history ang ge¥@gAgy. he brings historical context and practical insight to his 
reporting and analysis. 
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Christianity existed in Gaza for nearly 2,000 years, but only a 

few hundred Christians remain. Testimony shows radicalization 

& discrimination under Hamas 

Learn More > 

(https://culturavia.org/gazas-disappearing-christians-tell-a-story- 

the-worid-rareiy-wants-to-hear/) 

We value your privacy 

This website or sh iS LiaRI WAS IUSADREAKiNS AGEOSS the Middle 
can opt out of hash. Insrackl ls Shiu Mixe and Vibrant 

clicking on the ChvidhtarSelb mrfibaitidd yheeesatetlined across much of the 

Information" linMiddle East. In Israel, 184,000 Christians continue to worship 
freely, study, work and build their lives. 

Learn More > 
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Why C ans Are VAS lp Hester Fe Bih lical 
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Thousands of Christian volunteers are traveling to Judea and 

Samaria to work with Israeli farmers, explore biblical history 

and see the region for tieitrséltesxitage 
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