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WHAT ARE PALESTINIAN PROPERTY
RESTITUTION AND COMPENSATION
CLAIMS?

‘& By Mark Ginsberg

Understand Palestinian property restitution and compensation claims through international

law, ownership evidence and valuation rules. Know what matters.

Does a claim to return also establish a right to recover a particular home or
receive compensation? (This is a theoretical question only as Israel will not allow a
mass infiltration of Palestinians and anyway most Palestinian refugees from 1948 are
no longer alive. Israel does not accept UNRWA's biased definition of Palestinian
refugees). Palestinian property restitution and compensation claims involve related but
distinct legal questions. Restitution seeks the return of specific property; compensation
seeks payment for a recognized loss. Neither follows automatically from refugee

status, and some claims may involve both remedies.

Homes, farmland, businesses and other assets lost or left behind during the 1948 w~
and its aftermath raise different questions of ownership, inheritance and proof. If y

are trying to understand these claims, the essential distinction is between
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UN'Genera Assem'balyLﬂésolution 194, international law (https://justorium.org/hamas-

unrwa-gaza/un-resolutions-on-terrorism-and-self-defense/) arguments and Israel’s

absentee-property legislation provide different legal reference points. Their
significance must be assessed alongside title records, succession documents and the
property’s present condition. Historical UN documentation also needs to be

distinguished from adjudicated claims.

Understanding potential remedies means examining valuation dates, loss of use,
competing heirs and current occupants. You can then assess what a claims mechanism
would need to verify — and why eligibility, payment responsibility and the relationship

between compensation and return remain unresolved.
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Return, Property Restitution and
Compensation Are Distinct Claims

Return concerns going back to a place of origin or former residence. Property
restitution concerns restoring identifiable property or associated rights.
Compensation means payment for recognized losses. Combined remedies may

include both restitution and payment.

Palestinian claims may overlap, but they have distinct legal foundations, eligibility
requirements and consequences. Property payments do not necessarily resolve a

separate return claim.

Assess ownership, loss, applicable law, inheritance evidence and relevant agreements
without presuming that a claim is valid or extinguished. Ownership records remain
important, but their legal effect requires examination. Our discussion of Jewish

refugees from Arab countries and Iran (https://justorium.org/justice-for-the-forgotten-
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Sources

UN General Assembly Resolution 194 (lll), paragraph 11", addresses return and

compensation; its application requires separate legal analysis.

How the 1948 War Generated Palestinian
Property Claims

Hundreds of thousands of Palestinian Arabs became refugees, fled, or were displaced
during the 1948 war and its aftermath, though circumstances varied by locality and
individual experience. Flight, expulsion, fear and other wartime conditions should be

assessed in context. Displacement alone does not establish property ownership.

People left homes, farmland, businesses, possessions and financial assets. Buildings
could be destroyed or occupied, while land and other property could come under
state administration, be transferred or receive changed legal classifications. These

distinctions affect the evidence a claimant may need to support a particular claim.

Documentation and evidence therefore matter. Registered ownership differs from
interests supported by tax records, possession, customary arrangements or other
documentation. Records should be assessed rather than automatically accepted as

conclusive proof; each must be evaluated for the particular interest it may support.

When assessing claims, it is important to distinguish displacement, ownership, the
subsequent treatment of property and available legal relief. UN General Assembly
Resolution 194 addresses return and compensation but does not adjudicate individual

ownership claims. Our analysis of the West Bank's legal status

(https://justorium.org/documentation/what-international-law-says-about-the-west-

bank-occupation/) similarly explains why the events of 1967 alone do not settle

sovereignty disputes.
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What Resolution 194 Says About Return
and Property Compensation

Adopted December 11, 1948, UN General Assembly Resolution 194 (III)BJ addresses
return and compensation in paragraph 11. It recommends that refugees wishing to
return home and live peacefully with their neighbours be permitted to do so at the

earliest practicable date. These qualifications matter.

Two compensation provisions

Paragraph 11 distinguishes compensation for property belonging to people
choosing not to return from compensation for property loss or damage that, under
international law or equity, should be made good by responsible governments or

authorities. The latter provision is not expressly limited to those declining return.

The paragraph also asks the United Nations (https://justorium.org/un-international-

accountability/the-theater-of-the-absurd-iran-was-just-elected-to-a-un-human-rights-

committee/) Conciliation Commission for Palestine to facilitate repatriation,

resettlement, rehabilitation, and compensation payments.

Legal significance and practical limits

Under the UN Charter’'s General Assembly provisionsw, General Assembly resolutions
are generally recommendations, not binding treaty obligations, Security Council
decisions, or enforceable judgments. The International Court of Justice explainsls] that
Assembly resolutions may nevertheless have normative value. Whether paragraph 11
reflects rights grounded elsewhere remains disputed. Assessing an individual claim
requires evidence identifying the property, claimant, and alleged loss, as well as an
applicable legal process; the resolution alone does not determine entitlement. Our

analysis of UNRWA's mandate (https://justorium.org/unrwas-mandate-extension-how-

the-agency-blocks-peace-fuels-grievance-and-protects-hamas/) argues that its
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How International Law Arguments Apply
to Property Claims

Palestinian claimants may allege unlawful displacement or confiscation. Each claim can

be assessed through five questions.

1. Property interest: What ownership, inheritance, or other legally recognized
interest do available records establish?

2. Deprivation: What evidence, if any, establishes seizure, destruction, or loss of
access, and when did it occur?

3. Applicable breach: Which international rule bound the actor at that time and
place, and did it cover the conduct?

4. Responsibility: To whom, if anyone, is the conduct legally attributable?

5. Relief: Which forum has jurisdiction, and what remedies, if any, can it order, such

as restitution or compensation?

Legal Scope and Competing Arguments

The Hague Regulations protect private property in occupied territory; Article 53 of the
Fourth Geneva Convention restricts destruction. Their application depends on the
relevant facts and legal context. In 2004, the International Court of Justice rejected
Israel’s objection to the Convention’s de jure applicability in the occupied Palestinian

territory. Our overview of competing_territorial claims (https://justorium.org/us-israel/)

considers international law alongside history, security, and negotiations, helping

distinguish territorial disputes from individual property claims.

Ownership alone does not establish jurisdiction, a right of entry, liability, or available
remedies. Later restitution principles may offer comparative guidance, but do not by

themselves establish an adjudicated entitlement. Organize title records, relevant dates,

1ttps://justorium.org/international-law-legitimacy/what-are-palestinian-property-restitution-and-compensation-claims/ 6/19
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Hague Article 46" Convention Article 53 1CJ opinion, paragraphs 90-101 .

Israel’s Absentees’ Property Law of 1950

The law defines "absentee” by reference to nationality, residence and location during
specified periods; physical absence alone is not the sole test. For relevant categories,
the statutory reference period begins on 29 November 1947 and ends when the

specified state of emergency is formally terminated.

Legal framework and effects

Section 1 covers movable and immovable property and specified rights. Categories
include nationals of listed states, people in specified territories, and certain Palestinian
citizens who left their ordinary residence. Whether a person or property falls within a

category depends on the statutory conditions, relevant dates and available records.

Under section 4, qualifying property vests in the Custodian of Absentees’ Property,
transferring legal rights rather than providing ordinary safekeeping. Section 19 permits
specified transactions, including transfers of immovable property to the Development

Authority, subject to statutory conditions.

Recovery and accountability

Refugees abroad and internally displaced Palestinians may face different
circumstances; remaining within Israel does not necessarily prevent absentee
classification. Sections 28-29 provide discretionary release mechanisms and committee

procedures; they do not establish a universal right to restitution.

Our discussion of equal rights for Arab citizens of Israel (https://justorium.org/justice-

values/do-arab-citizens-of-israel-have-equal-rights-with-jews/) distinguishes legal

provisions from implementation and examines how courts interpret Basic Laws. Apply
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Sources

Absentees’ Property Law, 5710-1950, sections 1, 4, 19, 28-29; Supreme Court, CA
2250/06 and joined appeals, 15 April 2015.

Who Qualifies Under the 1973 Absentee-
Property Compensation Law?

Israel’'s Absentees’ Property (Compensation) Law, 1973 sets out a limited domestic
compensation framework. It does not establish an unrestricted compensation

entitlement for every Palestinian refugee.

Eligibility depends on the statutory Israeli residency requirements and a qualifying
interest in property vested in the Custodian of Absentees’ Property. Inheritance claims
require evidence of the predecessor's qualifying interest and legal succession; family

connection alone is insufficient.

Our analysis of Jewish refugees from Arab countries

(https://justorium.org/category/policy-analysis/page/3/) also examines displacement

from Iraq, Egypt, Yemen, Libya, and Syria, and its limited recognition in peace

discussions.

Who Can Assert a Property Claim,
Including Heirs?

Refugee status alone does not establish property ownership. Claimants generally
need evidence connecting them to a specific property and legal interest; descent alone

may not establish an enforceable claim. Our discussion of Jewish indigeneity and self-

determination (https://justorium.org/jewish-indigeneity-to-the-land-of-israel-and-its-

1ttps://justorium.org/international-law-legitimacy/what-are-palestinian-property-restitution-and-compensation-claims/ 8/19
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How inherited interests are established

Multigenerational succession may require tracing several estates. Disputed wills,

incomplete probate records and competing beneficiaries can affect inheritance and

shares. An undivided share does not necessarily identify a separate parcel.

A claims mechanism should apply relevant succession rules to identify beneficiaries

and allocate shares, rather than assume every descendant holds an identical,

independently enforceable claim.

Before submitting a claim, gather title or lease records, death certificates, wills, probate

decisions and evidence of generational links. Check the applicable procedures for

missing records and competing claims.

Source: UN Pinheiro Principlesm, particularly principles 13 and 16, provide guidance

on restitution but do not establish a universal succession code.

How Ownership and Property Loss Can Be

Documented

Identify the parcel, then connect records that establish its location, the claimed interest

and the reported loss. Each source serves a different evidentiary purpose.

Evidence

Potential purpose

Ottoman and British Mandate registers; later
title records

Trace recorded interests, transfers and
ownership claims.

Cadastral maps and surveys

Locate parcels and compare recorded
boundaries.

Tax assessments, purchase agreements and
probate documents

Support accounts of payment, acquisition or
inheritance.
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Current and historical records can provide complementary evidence. As our analysis of

security barrier documentation (https://justorium.org/documentation/understanding-

israels-security-barrier-justifications-and-impacts/) explains, maps, orders, court filings

and access data can help distinguish documented facts from contested assertions.

Residence, possession, tenancy and ownership are distinct. Family residence in a
village does not, by itself, establish ownership of a parcel; tenancy records may

demonstrate occupancy rather than title.

For missing documents or unregistered interests, seek corroborating records and
witness accounts. Compare dated maps, historical place names and parcel references.

Do not assume that a claims mechanism permits presumptions.

Sources

UN Pinheiro Principles, Principle 15 housing, land and property records.

What the UNCCP Documented - and What
It Did Nlot Decide

Following General Assembly Resolution 194 (ll1), the United Nations Conciliation
Commission for Palestine (UNCCP) identified Arab refugee property, preserved

records, assessed values and examined compensation principles.

Its 1951 progress report (A/1985)[10] describes compensation planning; its 1965 report
(A/6010) " addresses property identification and valuation. These technical records do

not, on their own, constitute a mutually accepted settlement.

Wttps://justorium.org/international-law-legitimacy/what-are-palestinian-property-restitution-and-compensation-claims/ 10/19
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our review of the UN Human Riahts Council (https://iustorium.ora/twenty-vears-of-

the-un-human-rights-council-a-record-worth-examining/) explains, fact-finding can

inform UN action and compliance assessments without constituting prosecution.

Why Valuation Dates and Methods
Produce Different Totals

A property valuation is an estimate, not an enforceable compensation award. Historical
market value estimates worth at the time of loss; inflation-adjusted historical value
expresses that amount in later purchasing power. Current market value uses a later

date. None, by itself, establishes legal entitlement.

Results depend on the valuation date and method. Currency conversion dates,
comparable sales, interest conventions, rental assumptions and treatment of
development potential can materially affect totals. Inflation and interest address

different questions; including rental income may result in double counting.

Our discussion of language and historical revisionism (https://justorium.org/un-expert-

says-colleagues-sought-to-alter-language-in-october-7-torture-report-renewing-

debate-over-international-responses/) examines how wording can obscure historical

events. Similarly, valuation labels should clarify assumptions and distinguish estimated

losses from compensation.

Sources and legal context

The ILC Articles on State Responsibility, Articles 31 and 36" address reparation and
compensation for internationally wrongful acts; they do not establish automatic

entitlement under a particular settlement.

Wttps://justorium.org/international-law-legitimacy/what-are-palestinian-property-restitution-and-compensation-claims/ 11/19
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restoring the asset. Compensation addresses a recognized loss without necessarily

returning the original property.

Compare the property and affected interests

¢ l|dentifiable vacant property: Return may be practical, subject to title
verification and applicable law.

* Occupied homes: Assess the rights of current owners, residents and tenants
alongside the earlier claim. No interest automatically prevails.

¢ Demolished buildings: Returning the land may remain possible even when
restoring the building is not.

¢ Publicly held or substantially redeveloped parcels: Examine legal restrictions,
institutional interests and restoration options rather than assuming return is

either required or barred.

Consider combined remedies

Combined remedies may return land while compensating for qualifying damage, or
resolve different assets through different arrangements. Review title records,

occupancy evidence and legally available remedies before choosing an approach.

Compensation extinguishes other claims only to the extent provided by applicable law

or a valid settlement and release.

Sources: The nonbinding UN Pinheiro Principles[gl address displacement-related

restitution; applicable law governs individual outcomes.
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valuations.

Records, property conditions and competing
interests

Dispersed archives can hinder documentation. Changed boundaries and
redevelopment can make it difficult to match historical records to current parcels.
Inheritance across several generations can complicate identifying claimants and their

respective shares.

Competing claims and subsequent occupation raise separate questions. A remedy may
affect current private parties or public institutions, so appropriate procedures are

needed to assess their interests.

Valuation, responsibility and implementation

Proving an interest does not establish its monetary value. Valuing a loss does not
determine who is responsible for payment. Identifying a potentially responsible payer

does not itself secure funding or implementation.

For a practical assessment, separate ownership evidence, valuation methods,

jurisdiction, applicable law and responsibility.

Sources

The UN Pinheiro Principlesm address restitution procedures for refugees and displaced

persons. Their relevance depends on the facts and applicable legal context.
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opportunity. Do not assume that a comprehensive commission or fund currently

accepts these claims.

1.

Define eligibility and authority. Publish eligible claimants, assets, geographic
boundaries and deadlines. Specify the applicable law, the commission’s powers

and how responsibility for providing remedies would be determined.

. Open a documented filing process. Provide accessible forms and receipts. Ask

applicants to identify parcels through cadastral references, maps or addresses,
and publish standards for ownership and succession evidence, including

alternatives where records are missing.

. Assess evidence and competing claims. Explain evidentiary thresholds, notify

affected parties and allow responses. Protect personal information while

providing claimants with reasons for decisions.

. Select remedies and value losses. Distinguish restitution claims, compensation

claims and claims not substantiated under the adopted rules. These outcomes
would not, by themselves, establish universal legal conclusions. Publish remedy

criteria, valuation dates and methods, and safeguards against double recovery.

. Provide review and settlement safeguards. Establish independent appeals and

deadlines. Explain whether acceptance settles a specific claim, precisely what any

release or waiver covers, and whether other rights remain available.

. Secure financing before promising payment. Identify funding sources,

administrative costs and payment schedules. Explain priorities, installments and

what would happen if funds fall short.

Sources

The Pinheiro Principleslg] offer a design reference for housing and property restitution;

they do not establish that a claims process is available.
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Unresolved?

Historical claims and existing legal frameworks leave unresolved questions about
eligibility, inheritance, covered interests, evidence, transferred property, valuation,
funding, and responsibility. These include whether descendants may qualify and how

legal or contractual duties apply.

A documented claim requires an agreed process to assess evidence, identify
responsible parties, and establish remedies; no universally accepted total determines

every entitlement. Our discussion of Palestinian Authority payment reform

commitments (https://justorium.org/the-palestinian-authoritys-pay-for-slay-program-

commitments-made-promises-unkept/) distinguishes announced changes from

implementation. Reports of continuing payments raise questions about whether
assurances resulted in policy changes — a distinction that is also relevant when

evaluating promised remedies.

Compensation and return are distinct questions. Settlement terms determine what
a payment resolves and whether it has broader consequences. Review release clauses,
procedures for reconsideration, and enforcement provisions before accepting

payment.

Source: UN General Assembly Resolution 194 (lll), paragraph 11 [3], addresses return

and compensation.

Sources and Legal Verification for
Property Claims

Prioritize primary sources and verify their scope before relying on commentary.

¢ Resolution 194, paragraph 11" sets out the General Assembly’s
recommendation on return and compensation; it does not, by itself, establish

individual ownership.
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searcPArkid®t Charter, Articles 10—14[4]'Tge§gib§gtmqﬁgﬁgral Assembly’s functions and
recommendation powers.
v ﬁﬁl aﬁclrgg“él;dg.m\cn@ﬂﬁé pesiatuBaigent symbols discussed and distinguish
institutional positions from findings.
e Israeli statutes and amendments' - verify the applicable versions and provisions.
. Judgments“sl: link only decisions discussed, identifying the court, case number,
and relevant paragraphs.
Archival property records may support an ownership claim; party submissions present
arguments, while scholarship offers interpretation. Each source must be assessed in

context and does not substitute for checking applicable law.

Note: These are theoretical guidelines and have no applicability today aside from

highly specific circumstances agreed to by Israel.

Footnotes

1 https://www.un.org/unispal/document/auto-insert-177019/

(https://www.un.org/unispal/document/auto-insert-177019/) 1

2 https://www.un.org/unispal/about-the-nakba/

(https://www.un.org/unispal/about-the-nakba/) 1

3 https://docs.un.org/en/A/RES/194(llI)
(https://docs.un.org/en/A/RES/194(1l1)) 1

4 https://www.un.org/en/about-us/un-charter/chapter-4

(https://www.un.org/en/about-us/un-charter/chapter-4) 1
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Israeli residents, Israeli citizens and Jewish Israeli residents are not
interchangeable population counts. Asking how many Israeli citizens live in Judea
and Samaria (https://factsignal.org/verified-evidence-documentation/the-
palestinian-area-c-land-grab-and-why-it-stands-against-chances-for-peace)
therefore requires more than a headline number: the source must establish who is
counted, where and when.

The proposed figure of 540,327 Israeli residents as of January 2026, attributed to
the Yesha Council and covering Judea, Samaria and the Jordan Valley, is a
possiblity. It should not be presented as an independently confirmed total — or
automatically treated as a count of Jewish residents alone. The council is a
representative organization, distinct from Israel’s Central Bureau of Statistics.

Geographic boundaries also matter. Including the Jordan Valley or adding East
Jerusalem (https://factsignal.org/disinformation-media-analysis/understanding-the-
key-issues-in-the-israeli-palestinian-conflict) changes the scope. Major cities, local
and regional councils, smaller communities and outposts raise further questions
about coverage and comparability over time.
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Judea and Samaria, widely known internationally as the West Bank
e VERIFIED SIGNAL UN OCHA corrected ide
(https://factsignal.org/disinformation- med:a analys:s/the -myth-of-settler-violence-
hen—the—cnmes—of—a—tmy—mmonty—are—used—to—condemn—an—entire—commumty)
- tto (eaprpetingisraebgnd Palestinian (https://factsignal.org/disinformation-
\/f‘%edla -analysis/the-civilian-cost-of-the-israel-hamas-conflict) claims. lsrae!
disputes aspects of the prevailing international legal characterization of the territory
as "occupied.” Those questions, the Oslo administrative divisions and private land
ownership require separate treatment: population totals alone resolve none of them.
A meaningful demographic answer depends on dated, attributable figures and

clearly defined boundaries.
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The supplied settlement-history excerpt (https://factsignal.org/disinformation-
analysis/israeli-settlements-exploring-their-history-legality-and-impact) provides
geographic background but does not substantiate the figure, its date or the
population covered. Our analysis of settlement history and legality
(https://factsignal.org/disinformation-analysis/israeli-settlements-exploring-their-
history-legality-and-impact) describes how supporters of Israel’'s position invoke the
1922 Mandate for Palestine; those legal arguments do not establish population
totals.

Population figure: current verification status

» Proposed count: 540,327 residents; unverified.

» Proposed attribution: Yesha Council; original release not provided.

« Proposed geographic scope: Judea, Samaria and the Jordan Valley; not

confirmed against an original report.

» Proposed population reference date: January 2026.

» Publication date and subsequent releases: Not established.
Verification also depends on the report's population definition: residents should not
automatically be treated as citizens or as Jewish residents only. The reference date
indicates when the population was counted; publication dates are needed to
determine which release is the latest.

What the Yesha Council Population Report
Measures

The Yesha Council represents Israeli settlements
(https://factsignal.org/disinformation-media-analysis/israeli-settlements-exploring-
their-history-legality-and-impact) in the West Bank; it is not Israel’s national
statistical agency, so its figures should be distinguished from official statistics.
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The description of coverage as approximately 150 communities refers to localities,
. . s VERIFIED SIGNAL UN OCHA corrected ide... .
not individual residents, but the supplied excerpts do not independently confirm that

igure. Without geographic definitions, it is unclear which communities are included

Qrmei chnpragR Ratehesidie boundaries used in other population series. =

For the Yecha report, the

absence of nopulation definitions limits interpretation and
comparison. No reference date or revision rules are supplied, so the total should not
be described as a census, a count of everyone physically present, or a directly
comparable annual series without supporting documentation.

Israeli Residents, Citizens and Jewish
Residents Are Different Counts

Residence refers to where someone lives; citizenship refers to legal membership in
a state; and Jewish residents refers to residents classified as Jewish under a
dataset's categories. These labels answer different questions and do not provide
interchangeable totals. Our discussion of Jewish continuity and identity
(https://factsignal.org/blog/the-truth-about-jewish-continuity-debunking-the-claim-
that-israeli-jews-are-unrelated-to-the-ancient-hebrews) explains how peoplehood,
religion, shared memory, and lived practice contribute to identity, rather than
ancestry alone. That broader understanding of identity does not establish how a
dataset classifies residence or citizenship.

The article "Systemic Racism or Nationalism?"m includes neither a Yesha Council
population total nor documentation of its counting method. It therefore cannot
establish whether such a total includes residents of backgrounds other than Jewish
or identifies residents’ citizenship. The article "Do Arab Citizens of Israel Have Equal
Rights with Jews?"m likewise provides no Jewish-resident or citizen-only figure for
a compatible date and geographic boundary, although it discusses those identities
in another context.

A resident label alone establishes neither Jewish identity nor citizenship; using
either category in its place would go beyond the available record.
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How Local and:Regional.Gouncils Contribute
to the Total

FACT (https://factsignal.org) o S =
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localities, while regional councils administer groups of communities across a wider
jurisdiction. These categories organize population records, but the number of
governing bodies does not equal the number of inhabited places: multiple

communities may fall under one regional council.

The central counting rule is to use one aggregation level for each population total.
Adding a regional council’s population to figures for communities already included
within it would double-count residents. Residents should likewise not be counted
again when they appear in both a locality table and an administrative summary.

Population figures also depend on a clearly stated reference date. The linked
account of civilian harm from military operations in residential areas
(https://factsignal.org/blog/irans-military-tactics-put-civilians-at-risk-a-pattern-of-
responsibility) describes casualties and lasting displacement, circumstances that
can affect population counts. A proper calculation should follow the dataset's
geographic coverage, reference date, and aggregation instructions. Sum either non-
overlapping council totals or relevant locality records, keeping administrative-body
counts separate from inhabited-place counts.

Smaller Communities and Outposts in
Population Records

A community's administrative recognition or authorization status does not
establish how its residents are registered. That relationship requires evidence from
population definitions, locality classifications, or administrative records. Related
coverage of historical population evidence (https://factsignal.org/comparative-
terrorism-studies) examines Ottoman records, Mandate censuses, and village
histories to distinguish documented residence from identity, underscoring the need
to separate what records show from broader interpretations. Israeli administrative
recognition is also distinct from international legal status
(https://factsignal.org/verified-evidence-documentation/living-as-a-christian-in-
israel-community-culture-and-rights); domestic classification alone does not
resolve legal questions concerning a community’s location or establishment.
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Population Growth.FramJanuary 2025 to
(_Qanuar y 2026
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percentage change is calculated against the starting population: 10,623 + 529,704
x 100 = approximately 2.005%, or 2.0% rounded to one decimal place. The
difference does not require rounding if both totals are exact.

A year-over-year comparison requires matching communities, boundaries, resident
categories, and January reference dates, with no revisions that affect comparability.
As in our analysis of Gaza casualty data (https://factsignal.org/verified-evidence-
and-documentation/civilian-deaths-and-urban-warfare-what-data-from-gaza-
actually-shows), reported totals should be distinguished from adjusted estimates;
that analysis accounts for natural mortality and reporting errors. Until the population
definitions are confirmed, this is a conditional calculation, not a verified year-over-
year finding attributable to the Yesha Council.

Even if confirmed, the difference would represent net population change, not the
number of people moving into the region. Population totals can reflect births,
deaths, arrivals, departures, and administrative adjustments, rather than migration
alone.

Five- and Ten-Year Population Trends

A five- or ten-year population change cannot be calculated from the supplied
evidence: none of the excerpts provides exact population totals for two dated
reference points or a continuous demographic series that would establish the latest
annual change. The only population comparison, in Paxpoint's discussion of settler-
related violence[3], places roughly 550,000 residents in Judea and Samaria
alongside a similar figure for Kansas City, but provides neither reference dates nor
citations for the underlying population figures.

The discussion of Palestinian population continuity (https://factsignal.org/blog)
examines Ottoman records, Mandate censuses, and village histories to distinguish
documented residence from identity; that historical context does not provide
comparable modern totals. A defensible comparison requires exact opening and
closing totals for the same territory and population categories, with East Jerusalem
and any changes in geographic coverage or resident classification explicitly
accounted for.
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For a comparable interval, absolute change is the closin‘? population minus the
. . e VERIFIED SIGNAL _UN OCHA corrected ide,.. . )
opening population; percentage change is that dlffoerence divided by the opening

ﬁopulation, multiplied by 100. No population timeline or line chart is presented
||

e%}\t{:qmmam@a@@@servations and boundary definitions are absent.

Natural Increase and Migration: What Drives
Population Change

Natural increase is the number of births minus deaths, while net migration is the
number of arrivals minus departures. Together with statistical adjustments, these
components account for changes between population estimates at the beginning
and end of a period. A population can grow despite net outward migration if births
exceed deaths by enough, or shrink despite natural increase if departures exceed
arrivals.

To explain an annual comparison, each component must cover the same
geographic area, population definition and reporting period. Figures for another
territory, subgroup or calendar year cannot be substituted directly. Statistical
adjustments should be distinguished from demographic events because they may
reflect revised estimates, census reconciliation or changes in coverage.

As the discussion of verifying claims against data
(https://factsignal.org/blog/claims-vs-data-why-facts-matter-in-shattering-the-big-
gaza-famine-lie) notes, unchecked reporting can distort public understanding and
inform policy decisions, making careful assessment important. Total growth alone
cannot distinguish births, deaths, arrivals and departures. Attributing changes to
government policy, religious identity or political motives requires additional evidence
tied to the population and period measured.

Residents of the Region as a Share of
Israel’s Population

: ; . [4] . . ,
The supplied overview of Israel and “Palestine a0 provides political and geographic
context without figures establishing either side of this comparison.

Our Palestinian population continuity research (https://factsignal.org/media-tracker)
traces residence through Ottoman records, Mandate censuses, and village histories,
distinguishing documented residence from identity. Historical evidence cannot
substitute for the current, consistently defined population figures needed for this
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calculation. The calculation remains the re%lonal residentJoopulatmn Israel's
¢ VERIFIED SIGNAL OCHA corrected ide
national population x 100, using counts from the same period and compatible
esidence definitions. The national statistical definition must clarify whether the
- emlt_omﬂ@wgﬁtfﬁgmargqsndents and how it treats citizens, noncitizen

ermanent residents, temporary residents, and populations-counted-separately-

If regional residents are excluded from the national total, the result describes their
population relative to Israel's population, not their share within that total. Any
unavoidable difference in dates or coverage must be labeled as an approximation.
Even with compatible figures, the percentage establishes only a demographic
relationship: it does not determine individual citizenship, domestic territorial
jurisdiction, or international sovereignty.

Judea and Samaria and the West Bank:
Geographic Terminologqy

Judea and Samaria, the primary designation used here, refers to historical regions
associated with biblical accounts and Jewish history: Judea generally denotes the
southern hill country, and Samaria the area farther north. These associations also
inform contemporary terminology campaigns. Supporters of US naming Iegislation[sl
describe their preferred wording as recognition of the Jewish people's historical and
biblical connections to the land.

West Bank is a widely used international term for the territory west of the Jordan
River, generally bounded by the 1949 armistice line. Ilts modern usage reflects
Jordanian control between the 1948 war and 1967, as described by Encyclopaedia
Brltannlca News reports and statistical publications commonly use this
designation, though geographic coverage can vary, particularly in relation to East
Jerusalem.

Historical regional names and modern statistical boundaries are not automatically
identical, so population figures, land measurements, and maps should be
interpreted according to each publication’s geographic coverage. The discussion of
Area C land registration (https://factsignal.org/blog/the-palestinian-area-c-land-
grab-and-why-it-stands-against-chances-for-peace) illustrates the relevance of
administrative distinctions: under the Oslo-era framework, Area C was placed under
Israeli civil administration and security control. Neither name independently
establishes sovereignty or resolves competing national claims; historical
connection, present administration, and legal status are distinct questions.
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Israeli and PalestinianJercitarial Claims

rael's Foreign Ministry grounds its territorial arguments in Jewish historical
@oﬁfé&ﬂdhﬁ;ﬁﬂ&b@@m@ria, the biblical names it uses for the West Bank,
and the lack of a widely recognized sovereign over the territory before 1967. Our
overview of Jewish history and modern Israeli statehood
(https://factsignal.org/blog/israel-3000-years-old-78-years-young) traces that
connection back more than 3,000 years (https://factsignal.org/verified-evidence-
documentation/israel-3000-years-old-78-years-young) and discusses Israel’s
establishment in 1948; this history provides context but does not determine present
territorial sovereignty. Israel argues that sovereignty and permanent borders should

be settled through negotiations rather than by relying on earlier armistice lines.

Jordan controlled the West Bank, including eastern Jerusalem, after the 1948 war
and annexed it in 1950, an illegal act that received limited international recognition.
Jordan made no effort to create a Palestinian state during this period. Israel
captured these areas in June 1967 in a defensive war launched by surrounding Arab
states. The 1993 Oslo Declaration of Principles deferred Jerusalem, settlements,
borders, and other permanent-status questions. The Palestinians have rejected
every peace offer since then.

The Palestinian national movement claims the West Bank, including eastern
Jerusalem, and Gaza for an independent state. In his September 2011 address to the
UN, Palestine Liberation Organization chairman Mahmoud Abbas
(https://factsignal.org/disinformation-media-analysis/pay-for-slay-never-ended-
mahmoud-abbas-admits-the-truth-while-trying-to-hide-the-money) sought
membership for "Palestine” on the June 4, 1967 borders, with "East Jerusalem" as
its capital. These competing positions are political and legal claims, not population
evidence. They also do not displace the position of the UN and the International
Court of Justice, which treat the West Bank, including eastern Jerusalem, as
“occupied Palestinian territory;” Israel disputes this characterization.

Areas A, B and C Under the Oslo
Arrangements

The 1995 Israeli-Palestinian Interim Agreement, signed on September 28,
established differentiated administrative arrangements, not three separate
categories of sovereignty. Articles XI-XIll and XVII, together with Annex 1 on
security and Annex lll on civil affairs, defined responsibilities subject to territorial,
personal and functional limits.
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Area « vep REIERIRENSINIBIES corrected iFECUNitY responsibilities
A Palestinian Authority Palestinian responsibility for
gngAL (https://factsignal.c?r_d inistration irju transferred internal security.and public
civil spheres, within the order; Israel retained
adreement's jurisdictional responsibility for external
limits. threats and the security of
Israelis and settlements.

B Palestinian civil Palestinian responsibility for
administration in transferred | public order among
spheres. Palestinians; Israel retained

overriding security
responsibility to protect
Israelis and confront
terrorism.

C Israeli civil authority, except | Israeli security responsibility
for responsibilities under the interim
transferred to the Palestinian | arrangements.

Authority.

Table basis: the 1995 Interim Agreement, Articles XI-XIIl and XVII; Annexes | and Ill.

These allocations describe the agreed interim framework, which provided for

further transfers; they do not establish that every responsibility operates unchanged

today. Any account of contemporary implementation requires separate
documentation. Under Article XXXI, permanent-status questions remained for
negotiation, so an area designation does not itself settle final sovereignty or
establish ownership of an individual parcel.

Land Ownership, Administrative Control and

Sovereignty

Private ownership concerns title to a property, while public-land classification
concerns how it is treated under the applicable land regime; neither by itself
determines who governs a territory or claims sovereignty over it. Municipal

jurisdiction defines a local authority’s remit, administrative control covers functions

such as planning or security, and sovereignty concerns territorial authority, not

ownership of every parcel.

10/27/2026
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Judea and Samaria, also known as the West Bank, includes land with differing
e VERIFIED SIGNAL UN OCHA corrected ide

ownership and legal statuses, including privately owned Palestinian land. Israeli

ontrol or the presence of an Israeli community does not establish title to nearby

Tkl{l(@mggq/@ﬂ@ degety (https://factsignal.org/disinformation-media-
\A‘nalysm/the historical-decisions-shaping-gaza-conflict), administrative

responsibilities were allocated among Areas A, B and C; Area C is not a uniform
ownership category, and that designation alone does not establish whether land is

privately or publicly owned.

Accordingly, blanket claims that all land is privately owned by Palestinians, or
assumptions that Israeli-controlled areas contain no Palestinian-owned land, are not
supported by the administrative designation alone. Our discussion of distinguishing
criticism of Israeli policies from opposition to Zionism
(https://factsignal.org/blog/why-more-progressives-are-reconsidering-anti-zionism)
makes a related distinction: debate over settlements or security policy is separate
from opposition to Jewish self-determination. These questions should likewise
remain distinct from parcel ownership, which must be assessed individually using
relevant land records, applicable legal instruments and decisions, rather than
population totals or administrative maps.

Occupation and Settlements in
International Legal Terminology

In its July 19, 2024 advisory opinion, the International Court of Justice treated the
West Bank, "East Jerusalem"” and Gaza as parts of the “occupied Palestinian
territory.” It concluded that Israeli settlements in the West Bank and East Jerusalem,
and the regime associated with them, violate international law. The opinion is
advisory rather than a binding judgment in contentious proceedings between
states.

Israel and its supporters describe the West Bank as disputed territory, citing,
among other arguments, the absence of a widely recognized prior sovereign in 1967.
As Justorium'’s discussion of occupation law notes, this position differs from the
prevailing international view that occupation law may apply. The classification
concerns authority and control over territory, not whether a particular parcel is
privately owned or designated as state land. The land-ownership arguments
described in FactSignal's settlements article therefore address a separate legal
question.
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Settlers is established but wrongful terminology in international reporting and legal
) ) . ,. ® VERIFIED SIGNAL UN OCHA corrected i%e... . . .
discussion for Israelis living in communities in Judea and Samaria. This article uses

sraeli residents as a descriptive editorial choice for that population category; the
ggiinmt{myﬁgiﬁﬁg@atgprritorial classification or resolve the legality of

-
\/siett ements.

What Resident Totals Do Not Show About
Land Use or Palestinians

The number of Israeli residents cannot establish what proportion of a region is
covered by residential construction: population counts measure people, not the
area used by housing and associated development. Estimating that area requires a
dated land-use dataset, consistent regional boundaries, and a clear definition of
which buildings, roads, and other surfaces count as residential coverage.

Built-up residential footprints are distinct from municipal boundaries, jurisdictional
areas, and broader territorial claims (https://factsignal.org/disinformation-media-
analysis/is-the-israel-gaza-war-about-land-or-religion); the supplied settlement
excerpt provides no measurements establishing that they are equivalent. Historical
records on Palestinian population continuity (https://factsignal.org/), including
Ottoman records, Mandate censuses, and village histories, can help distinguish
documented residence from identity. They do not substitute for compatible
Palestinian population data or a defined measure of proximity when assessing how
many Palestinians live near Israeli communities. Proximity could be measured by
straight-line distance, road distance, or adjacency to a specified boundary.

Without those additional datasets and definitions, the resident count does not
support conclusions about land coverage or Palestinian proximity; those figures
cannot be reliably inferred from population totals alone.

FOOTNOTES

1 https://justorium.org/documentation/systemic-racism-or-nationalism-
insights-on-the-israeli-palestinian-conflict/
(https://justorium.org/documentation/systemic-racism-or-nationalism-
insights-on-the-israeli-palestinian-conflict/)
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2 https://justorium.orgffusticesvaluesiidw+arabreaitiz ers-of-israel-have-
equal-rights-with-jews/ (https://justorium.org/justice-values/do-arab-
Inl FACItizens-of-israel-have-equal-rights-with-jews/) T
\-/l SIGNAL ?F?ttps.}?{ac?mgnal.org?
3 https://paxpoint.org/november-2025s-settler-violence-panic-what-the-
uns-own-numbers-leave-out/ (https://paxpoint.org/november-2025s-
settler-violence-panic-what-the-uns-own-numbers-leave-out/) 1

4 https://paxpoint.org/a-comprehensive-guide-to-understanding-israel-
and-palestine/ (https://paxpoint.org/a-comprehensive-guide-to-
understanding-israel-and-palestine/) 1

5 https://allyvia.org/blog/why-us-states-are-moving-to-recognize-judea-
and-samaria-by-their-historic-name/ (https://allyvia.org/blog/why-us-
states-are-moving-to-recognize-judea-and-samaria-by-their-historic-
name/) 1T

& https://www.britannica.com/place/West-Bank
(https://www.britannica.com/place/West-Bank) 1
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